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THE  UNION  LEAGUE 

OF 

PHILADELPHIA. 


OFFICERS  AND  DIRECTORS  ELECTED  DECEMBER  9,  1907. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

THE  ADVISORY  REAL  ESTATE  BOARD. 

MINUTES  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  DECEMBER  9,  1907. 
MINUTES  OF  ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  MEETING,  JANUARY  6,  1908. 
FORTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 

DIRECTORS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

Address  by  Major-General  O.  O.  Howard,  U.  S.  A.,  Retired. 

Address  by  Major-General  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  V. 

REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

REPORT  OF  THE  ART  ASSOCIATION. 


1907- 


broad  street, 

BETWEEN  CHESTNUT  AND  WALNUT  STREETS. 


Founded  November  22,  1862. 


Organized  December  27,  1862. 


Incorporated  March  30,  1864. 


House,  1118  Chestnut  Street,  opened  January  22,  1863. 


House,  1216  Chestnut  Street,  opened  August  18,  1864. 


Present  House  opened  May  11,  1865. 
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OFFICERS. 


ELECTED  DECEMBER  9,  1907. 


PRESIDENT. 

DIMNER  BEEBER. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

JOHN  SAILER,  MORRIS  L.  CLOTHIER, 

CHARLES  D.  BARNEY,  WILLIAM  T.  TILDEN. 
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DIRECTORS. 


M.  RIEBENACK, 

RUDOLPH  BLANKENBURG, 
WENDELL  P.  BOWMAN, 
WILLIAM  HENRY  BROOKS, 
CHARLES  GIBBONS  DAVIS, 
GEORGE  H.  HILL, 

JOHN  B.  LOBER, 


GEORGE  P.  MORGAN, 
THOMAS  J.  JEFFRIES, 
HOWARD  B.  FRENCH, 
JAMES  E.  MITCHELL, 
WILLIAM  C.  SPROUL, 
JOHN  KISTERBOCK, 
JOHN  W.  HAMER, 


E.  ELDRIDGE  PENNOCK. 


ELECTED  BY  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  DECEMBER  10,  1907. 

SECRETARY. 

GEORGE  P.  MORGAN. 

TREASURER. 


M.  RIEBENACK. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Appointed  December  10,  1907. 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  JOHN  SAILER,  Chairman. 

M.  RIEBENACK,  JAMES  E.  MITCHELL, 

JOHN  B.  LOBER,  E.  ELDRIDGE  PENNOCK. 

GUEST  COMMITTEE. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  WILLIAM  T.  TILDEN,  Chairman. 
CHARLES  GIBBONS  DAVIS,  THOMAS  J.  JEFFRIES, 

WENDELL  P.  BOWMAN,  WILLIAM  C.  SPROUL. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  CHARLES  D.  BARNEY,  Chairman. 
RUDOLPH  BLANKENBURG,  WENDELL  P.  BOWMAN, 

GEORGE  H.  HILL,  WILLIAM  H.  BROOKS. 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

VICE-PRESIDENT  MORRIS  L.  CLOTHIER,  Chairman. 
HOWARD  B.  FRENCH,  JOHN  KISTERBOCK, 

GEORGE  P.  MORGAN,  JOHN  W.  HAMER. 

AUDITORS. 

W.  HARRY  MILLER,  FRANKLIN  M.  POTTS, 

EDWARD  A.  STOCKTON. 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


Elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 


HARRISON  TOWNSEND, 

JOHN  C.  LOWRY, 

HORACE  S.  RIDINGS, 

J.  T.  JACKSON, 

HARRY  W.  BUTTER  WORTH, 
RICHARD  CAMPION, 

CLEMENT  R 


CLARENCE  B.  COLLIER, 
JOHN  T.  RILEY, 

HARRY  T.  STODDART, 
HORACE  PETTIT, 

GEORGE  H.  CLIFF, 
CHARLES  M.  GUDKNECHT, 
HOOPES. 


* 

Elected  by  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

HARRISON  TOWNSEND,  Chairman.  JOHN  C.  LOWRY,  Secretary. 


THE  ADVISORY  REAL  ESTATE  BOARD 


OF 

THE  UNION  LEAGUE. 


1  SILAS  W.  PETTIT, 

1  JAMES  C.  BROOKS, 

1  CHARLES  E.  PUGH, 

*  SAMUEL  S.  SHARP, 

4  JOSEPH  G. 


2  GEORGE  WATSON, 

2  JAMES  BUTTERWORTH, 

2  HARRY  G.  MICHENER, 

3  ROBERT  C.  LIPPINCOTT, 
DARLINGTON. 


DIMNER  BEEBER, 

President  of  The  Union  League ,  Ex-Officio. 

CHAIRMAN. 

SILAS  W.  PETTIT. 

SECRETARY. 

JAMES  BUTTERWORTH. 


1  Elected  by  Board  of  Directors,  February  9,  1897. 

2  Elected  by  the  Corporation,  March  22,  1897. 

3  Elected  by  Board  of  Directors,  December  13, 1898. 

4  Electod  by  Board  of  Directors,  {  g  ^ 


MINUTES 


OF  THE 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF 

THE  UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA 


Monday,  December  9,  1907. 

The  forty-fifth  annual  meeting  of  The  Union  League  of 
Philadelphia  was  held  on  Monday,  December  9,  1907,  at  8  P.  M. 

Hon.  Dimner  Beeber,  President,  presided,  and  Mr.  William 
H.  Lambert  acted  as  Secretary. 

The  President. — The  hour  for  the  meeting  has  arrived,  and 
a  quorum  being  present,  I  will  request  the  Secretary  to  read 
the  call. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows : 

December  2,  1907. 

The  annual  meeting  of  The  Union  League  will  be 
held  on  Monday  evening,  December  9,  1907,  at  eight 
o’clock. 

The  polls  for  the  election  of  officers  will  be  opened 
at  3  P.  M.  and  remain  open  until  10  P.  M.,  when  they 
will  be  closed. 

The  President. — The  first  business  in  order  will  be  the 
reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  December  10, 
1906,  and  of  the  adjourned  annual  meeting,  December  20,  1906. 

Mr.  Peter  Boyd. — As  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting 
and  of  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  have  been  printed  and 
distributed  to  the  members,  I  move  they  be  approved  and  the 
reading  thereof  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  President. — It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  minutes 
of  the  annual  meeting  and  of  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  be 
approved  and  the  reading  thereof  dispensed  with.  Are  you 
ready  for  the  question?  All  in  favor  will  say  aye;  contrary, 
no.  The  ayes  have  it ;  the  motion  is  carried. 
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The  President. — The  next  business  in  order  is  the  reading 
of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Coeahan,  Jr. — Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  has  been  printed  and  distrib¬ 
uted  to  all  the  members,  I  move  that  the  same  be  adopted 
and  printed  as  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  and 
the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  President. — It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  be  approved  and  printed  as  a  part  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  the  reading  thereof  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ?  Those  in  favor 
will  say  aye;  contrary,  no.  The  ayes  have  it  and  the  motion 
is  agreed  to. 

The  President. — The  next  business  will  be  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Auditors. 

Coe.  Theodore  E.  Wiedersheim. — As  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Auditors  has  been  printed  and  distributed  to  the 
members,  I  move  that  the  same  be  adopted  and  printed  as  a 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  the  reading  thereof 
be  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  President. — It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditors  be  approved  and  the  reading 
thereof  dispensed  with.  Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 
Those  in  favor  will  say  aye;  contrary,  no.  The  ayes  have  it; 
the  motion  is  carried. 

The  President. — New  business  is  now  in  order,  and  I  will 
ask  the  Secretary  to  read  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
By-Laws. 

The  Secretary  read  the  same  as  follows: 

Phieadeephia,  November  11,  1907. 

Major  Wieeiam  H.  Lambert,  Secretary , 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Dear  Sir. — In  accordance  with  Section  60  of  the 
By-Laws,  I  hereby  give  notice  that  at  the  annual 
meeting  to  be  held  on  Monday,  December  9,  1907,  I 
will  propose  the  following  amendment: 
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Amend  Article  1,  Section  11,  by  adding  the  fol¬ 
lowing  clause : 

“Active  Members — Their  Admission. 

“Provided,  that  any  person  who,  having  been  a 
member  of  The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  and 
who  has  resigned  therefrom  honorably,  and  without 
having  had  charges  preferred  against  him,  shall,  upon 
application,  have  his  name  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  candidates  for  admission,  and,  if  elected,  shall 
pay  to  the  Treasurer  the  entrance  fee  and  annual  tax 
provided  in  Section  12  of  the  By-Laws.  Provided 
further,  that  any  member  so  elected  shall  be  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  active  members  authorized  in 
Section  8.” 

So  that  Section  1 1  will  read : 

“Any  person  of  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
who  shall  have  been  proposed  by  one  active  member, 
and  seconded  by  another  active  member,  in  writing, 
and  whose  name,  address  and  occupation,  and  the 
date  of  whose  proposal  and  the  names  of  whose  pro¬ 
poser  and  seconder  shall  have  been  recorded  in  the 
‘Register  of  Candidates  for  Membership,’  and  shall 
have  been  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  of  the  Club 
for  at  least  thirty  days,  and  who,  after  the  expiration 
of  such  period,  shall  have  been  reported  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Membership  with  a  favorable  recommenda¬ 
tion,  may  at  any  stated  meeting  be  admitted  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  as  an  active  member.  Provided 
that  any  person  who,  having  been  a  member  of  The 
Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  and  who  has  resigned 
therefrom  honorably  and  without  having  had  charges 
preferred  against  him,  shall  upon  application,  have  his 
name  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  candidates 
for  admission,  and,  if  elected,  shall  pay  the  Treasurer 
the  entrance  fee  and  annual  tax  provided  in  Section 
12  of  the  By-Laws.  Provided  further,  that  any 
member  so  elected  shall  be  an  addition  to  the  number 
of  active  members  authorized  in  Section  8.’’ 

(Signed)  A.  G.  Hetherington. 

The  President. — As  this  amendment  has  been  proposed 
by  Mr.  Hetherington,  he  now  has  the  floor. 
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Mr.  A.  G.  HethErington. — The  Membership  Committee, 
in  passing  upon  the  names  of  applicants  for  membership,  act 
first  upon  the  Clerical  Roll,  then  upon  the  Army,  Navy  and 
Consular  Roll  and  finally  upon  the  Active  Roll;  notification 
being  given  the  Chairman  by  the  Secretary  of  the  League  of 
vacancies  in  the  latter.  This  amendment  gives  former  mem¬ 
bers  of  The  Union  League,  who  have  resigned  honorably  there¬ 
from,  the  right  to  have  their  names  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  applicants  on  the  Active  Roll,  and  therefore  in  the  same 
position,  with  respect  to  their  admission,  as  those  on  the  Army, 
Navy  and  Consular  Roll.  In  order  that  this  may  not  be  a 
hardship  upon  the  other  applicants  on  the  Active  List,  it  is 
proposed  that  the  number  of  those  admitted  under  this  amend¬ 
ment  shall  not  be  included  in,  but  will  be  an  addition  to,  the 
limit  of  two  thousand  active  members,  as  fixed  by  Section 
8  of  the  By-Laws. 

There  are  upon  the  list  to-day  between  2800  and  3000  appli¬ 
cants  for  active  membership.  Consequently  a  former  mem¬ 
ber  desiring  to  return,  who  had  resigned  because  of  a  change  of 
residence  to  a  distant  city  or  because  of  temporary  financial 
distress,  would  be  unable  for  many  years  to  regain  membership 
in  the  club  he  loved  so  well,  if  his  name  were  placed  at  the 
bottom  of  this  long  waiting  list. 

The  number  of  admissions,  under  this  amendment,  will  be 
comparatively  small.  Many  of  the  older  members  will  re¬ 
member  that  comparatively  few  of  those  who  resigned  during 
the  business  depression  from  1873  to  1877  availed  themselves 
of  the  privilege,  subsequently  extended  to  them,  to  return  to 
the  Club  without  paying  an  entrance  fee.  If  there  should  be, 
in  any  case,  a  reason  for  refusing  admission,  the  Membership 
Committee  and  the  Board  of  Directors  would  exercise  the  same 
care  as  they  have  in  the  past. 

The  idea  here  is  not  original  with  me,  it  has  been  adopted 
in  many  prominent  clubs  throughout  the  world;  and  I  believe 
this  amendment  is  right  and  just  to  men  who  may  wish  to 
come  back  to  their  friends  and  thus  revive  the  memories  of 
years  gone  by. 

(A  vote  was  called  for.) 
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The  President  explained  that,  under  a  rule  of  the  By-Laws, 
a  two- thirds  affirmative  vote  would  be  necessary,  and  that 
this  would  require  the  appointment  of  tellers,  unless  the  rule 
was  suspended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Captain  Julius  A.  Kaiser  suggested  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Hetherington  moved  that  the  regular  procedure 
be  observed  and  that  tellers  be  appointed. 

Mr.  E.  J.  HowlETT  seconded  the  motion. 

The  President  stated  the  question  and  took  the  vote  upon 
it,  whereupon 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hetherington  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Alba  B.  Johnson  and  Peter  Boyd  were  appointed 
tellers. 

The  vote  was  then  taken.  Under  the  direction  of  the 
President  the  members  voting  in  the  affirmative  formed  in 
line,  passed  between  the  tellers  and  were  counted.  The  nega¬ 
tive  vote  was  taken  in  the  same  way.  The  following  was  re¬ 
ported  as  the  result  of  the  vote,  viz. :  in  favor  of  the  amend¬ 
ment,  159;  opposed  to  it,  48. 

Announcement  was  made  by  the  Chair  that  the  amendment 
had  been  carried  by  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote. 

The  President. — It  is  usual  for  the  Club  to  express  its 
gratitude  for  the  services  of  those  officers  who,  under  the  rules, 
are  unable  to  continue  in  office.  The  Chair  requests  Mr.  Hope 
to  present  a  motion  with  reference  to  retiring  officers. 

Mr.  Jas.  F.  Hope  responded  by  offering  the  following: 

Whereas,  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Neff  having  declined  to 
serve  longer  as  a  Vice-President;  and 

Whereas,  Messrs.  Richard  L.  Austin,  Morris  L. 
Clothier  and  J.  B.  Lippincott  having  declined  to  serve 
longer  as  Directors;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  The  Union  League  be 
and  are  hereby  extended  to  the  gentlemen  named  for 
the  faithful  and  efficient  services  rendered  by  them 
during  the  incumbency  of  their  respective  offices. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  and  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
vote. 

The  President. — Gentlemen,  you  have  learned,  as  the 
Chair  has,  and  with  deep  regret,  that  our  popular  and  efficient 
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Secretary  has  found  it  necessary  to  decline  a  renomination. 
Certainly  no  officer  has  served  the  Club  with  greater  capacity 
and  with  more  satisfactory  results  than  Major  Lambert.  The 
Chair  will  recognize  Mr.  Stotesbury  to  make  the  usual  motion. 

Mr.  Edward  T.  Stotesbury. — Mr.  President,  Major  Lambert 
served  as  Secretary  also  during  the  period  that  I  was  President 
of  the  Club,  and  I  had  every  opportunity  to  observe  his  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  in  every  thing  that  came  before  him.  It  is  with 
more  than  ordinary  gratification  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
tender  to  him,  on  behalf  of  The  Union  League,  an  expression  of 
its  appreciation  of  his  worth  as  an  officer  of  this  Club.  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following: 

Whereas,  Major  William  H.  Lambert,  after  a  con¬ 
tinuous  service  of  six  years  as  a  Director  of  The  Union 
League,  during  four  years  of  which  he  was  its  courteous, 
able  and  distinguished  Secretary,  has  declined  a  re¬ 
nomination  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved ,  That  The  Union  League  hereby  extends  to 
him  its  sincere  thanks  for  his  faithful  and  efficient 
services,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  he  may  live  long 
to  enjoy  the  confidence,  respect  and  affection  of  The 
Union  League  and  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  which 
his  career  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  his  exact  and 
careful  performance  of  the  many  public  duties  imposed 
upon  him,  by  his  fellow  citizens,  preeminently  entitle 
him. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Vice-President  Sailer. 

The  President  stated  the  question  upon  it,  when  the  reso¬ 
lution  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Major  Lambert: 

Mr.  President  and  fellow  members  of  The  Union  League,  I 
assure  you  that  I  appreciate  very  highly  the  tribute  you  have 
paid  me  in  this  resolution.  I  thank  you  for  having  chosen  me 
from  time  to  time  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
for  repeatedly  electing  me  as  Secretary.  I  am  proud  to  be  a 
member  of  The  Union  League  and  to  have  been  honored  by 
elections  as  an  officer.  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  serving 
the  League,  and  would  gladly  continue  if  it  were  expedient  for 
me  to  do  so,  and  I  withdraw  from  its  service  reluctantly.  In 
doing  so  I  feel  that  the  little  I  have  done  has  been  amply  com- 
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pensated  for  by  the  distinguished  consideration  and  hospitable 
treatment  accorded  by  The  Union  League  to  those  who,  like 
myself,  were  privileged  to  serve  the  country  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  in  common  with  whom  I  cherish  very  tender  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  noble  and  patriotic  part  taken  by  this  Club  in  that 
great  period  of  our  country’s  history.  I  would  make  special 
mention  of  the  generous  recognition  by  The  Union  League  of 
the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  (Commanderyof  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania),  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  member, 
and  notably  the  memorable  reception  commemorating  the 
twenty- fifth  anniversary  of  that  organization,  when  this  house 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Legion  and  a  hospitable  welcome 
extended  to  its  representatives  from  all  over  the  country.  That 
occasion  was  one  of  many  which  have  made  this  institution 
famous  for  its  hospitality. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  consideration  that  has  invariably  been 
shown  by  the  League  to  the  members  of  the  Legion  individually. 
Every  year  the  ranks  of  the  old  soldiers  grow  thinner;  but, 
however  it  may  be  in  other  institutions,  we  know  that  here,  in 
The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia,  the  patriotic  bonds  which 
united  those  who  were  privileged  to  serve  the  Nation  during  the 
great  war  are  neither  weakened  nor  sundered.  The  tribute 
recently  paid  here  to  General  Oliver  Otis  Howard,  the  only 
surviving  army  commander  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  was 
most  gratifying  to  us  as  ancfther  evidence  of  the  League’s 
grateful  remembrance;  and  any  little  service  that  we  survi¬ 
vors  of  the  War  may  render  to  this  Club  is  but  a  slight  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  what  is  due  to  The  Union  League  for  what  it  has 
done  for  our  country,  and  for  the  hearty  welcome  and  kindly 
consideration  it  has  always  extended  to  us  personally. 

The  President. — With  his  usual  modesty,  Major  Lambert 
has  failed  to  allude  to  the  many  evidences  of  appreciation  of 
his  worth  which  have  been  manifested  by  the  citizens  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Through  their  constituted  authorities  they  have 
placed  the  stamp  of  their  approval  upon  his  career  as  a  soldier 
and  his  character  as  a  citizen  by  making  drafts  upon  his  services 
in  various  capacities;  the  last  but  not  least  of  which,  the 
crowning  glory  of  his  life,  being  in  the  administration  of  the 
Girard  Trust,  that  magnificent  estate  left  by  Stephen  Girard. 
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The  courts,  in  imposing  this  burden  upon  him  as  one  of  the 
trustees,  simply  gave  an  evidence  of  their  estimate  of  his  high 
and  sterling  character  and  of  the  value  of  his  services  as  an 
administrator  in  maintaining,  developing  and  extending  the 
purposes  of  that  great  Trust. 

We  all  join  with  hearty  cordiality  in  the  expression  to  Major 
Lambert  of  the  good  wishes  conveyed  to  him  in  the  resolution ; 
that  he  may  live  long  to  enjoy  the  confidence,  respect  and 
affection  not  only  of  The  Union  League  but  of  the  whole  city 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  President. — Gentlemen,  another  subject  on  the  regular 
order  of  business,  one  in  which  the  entire  membership  is  in¬ 
terested,  is  presented  in  the  query,  What  shall  be  done  in  the 
way  of  an  improvement  of  the  property  owned  by  The  Union 
League?  As  you  know,  this  subject  has  been  discussed  on 
former  occasions,  not  only  before  succeeding  Boards  of  Direc¬ 
tors  but  at  annual  and  adjourned  annual  meetings.  While 
there  is  no  evidence  apparent  to  you  that  it  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Directors  during  the  past  year,  they 
have,  however,  given  it  due  consideration.  A  proposition, 
which  has  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  will  be 
submitted  to  this  meeting  by  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  Hon. 
William  W.  Porter. 

Hon.  William  W.  Porter. — Mr.  President,  the  paper  I  hold 
in  my  hand  contains  an  outline  of  a  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  our  property.  It  is  perhaps  proper  that  it  should  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  me  because  I  must  acknowledge  to  some  extent  the 
paternity  of  the  proposition.  In  doing  this  I  do  not  assume  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  am  only  responsi¬ 
ble  for  what  I  state  as  my  own  views,  though  what  I  say  will 
doubtless  be  in  accord  with  the  views  of  a  large  proportion,  if 
not  all,  of  the  members  of  the  Board.  The  plan  itself,  as  set 
forth  in  the  resolutions  which  I  will  read,  has  been  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  about  a  year  ago  we  took  a  some¬ 
what  formal  vote  on  this  subject,  the  result  of  which  was  a 
suggestion  from  the  membership  to  your  Board  of  Directors  to 
improve  the  Fifteenth  Street  end  of  the  property  by  erecting 
thereon  two-story  edifices,  to  be  rented  out  as  stores.  That 
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suggestion  was  received  by  the  Board  and  they  considered  it 
carefully.  The  result,  however,  was  that,  in  view  of  conditions 
which  arose  in  part  subsequently,  the  Board  conceived  it  to  be 
inadvisable  to  proceed  with  the  improvement  in  the  manner 
suggested.  Apparently,  so  far  as  the  general  membership  is 
concerned,  the  contemplated  improvement  was  temporarily 
abandoned,  but,  in  point  of  fact,  it  has  been  more  or  less  under 
consideration  and  investigation  by  the  Board  throughout  the 
entire  year.  Many  considerations  arose  in  connection  with  it; 
and  the  suggestion  made  in  the  paper  which  I  have  here  is  the 
result  of  those  considerations.  This  document  has  been  drawn 
in  the  form  of  a  report  from  a  committee  to  the  Board,  and 
contains  resolutions  embodying  the  conclusions  so  far  arrived 
at.  It  is  presented  now  in  order  that  the  membership  may 
know  that  the  Board  has  been  active  in  the  matter.  It  is  sub¬ 
mitted  in  the  nature  of  a  suggestion  and  may  be  construed  not 
as  indicating  necessarily  the  only  thing  that  can  be  done  but, 
in  the  view  of  the  Board,  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  under 
the  circumstances.  It  relegates  the  matter  to  the  Board  which 
will  come  into  existence  to-night  as  the  result  of  to-day’s  election. 

(The  resolutions,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  be  presented  to  the  annual  meeting,  were  read  by 
Judge  Porter,  as  follows:) 

Resolved ,  That  the  incoming  Board  be  and  it  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  improve  the  League 
property,  commencing  at  the  Fifteenth  Street  front  and 
extending  eastwardly  not  further  than  the  easterly 
line  of  the  Benson  Annex. 

Resolved  further ,  That  all  matters  of  detail,  as  to  con¬ 
struction  and  equipment,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
referred  to  the  said  Board  with  full  power  to  act  in 
respect  thereto ;  provided  the  expense  of  the  said  im¬ 
provement  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $600,000, 
including  furnishings. 

Provided  further ,  That  the  Club  building  as  now 
occupied  shall  not  be  disturbed,  in  its  occupancy, 
during  the  progress  of  the  work  on  the  improvement; 
and  provided  further  that  in  the  new  construction  di¬ 
rected  to  be  made,  due  consideration  shall  be  had  of 
a  possible  subsequent  harmonious  improvement  of  the 
whole  property. 
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Resolved  further ,  That  the  officers  of  the  Union 
League  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  execute  a 
mortgage  upon  the  real  estate  of  The  Union  League, 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  trustee,  to  be  prepared 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  usual  form,  under  the 
supervision  of  counsel  of  The  Union  League,  to  secure 
bonds  of  The  Union  League,  which  are  hereby  author¬ 
ized  to  the  amount  of  one  million  dollars  ($1,000,000), 
bearing  interest  to  be  determined  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  annum, 
principal  and  interest  payable  in  gold  coin  of  the 
United  States,  clear  of  all  taxes  that  may  be  imposed 
by  the  United  States;  and  of  the  said  one  million 
dollars  ($1,000,000)  of  said  bonds,  six  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($650,000)  thereof  shall  be  issued 
as  determined  by  the  said  Board,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof  used  by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  outstanding  bonds,  and  to  provide  the  funds 
required  to  improve  the  League  property,  as  herein¬ 
above  authorized. 

Resolved  further ,  That  proposals  shall  be  invited  from 
members  of  The  Union  League  for  the  purchase  of  the 
whole  or  any  portion  of  the  said  six  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($650,000)  of  bonds  hereby 
authorized  to  be  issued,  in  such  manner  and  upon  such 
terms  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors ; 
and  in  the  event  of  the  total  or  any  part  of  the  bonds 
now  authorized  to  be  issued  not  being  subscribed  for 
by  the  members  of  The  Union  League,  the  Board  of 
Directors  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  said  bonds 
not  subscribed  for,  in  any  manner  deemed  by  them  to 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  The  Union  League;  pro¬ 
vided  that  none  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  sold  for 
less  than  par. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  terms  and  forms  of  the 
bonds  and  mortgages,  their  date  and  maturity,  and 
all  provisions  providing  for  a  sinking  fund  or  other 
means  to  secure  their  gradual  redemption,  shall  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  proposes  that  we  shall  do  some¬ 
thing  with  our  property,  viz. ,  improve  a  portion  of  it  up  to  the 
easterly  end  of  the  Benson  Annex.  Every  business  man  in 
this  room  recognizes  as  a  fact  that  to  permit  about  one-half 
of  a  property  of  the  magnitude  of  this  property  to  remain  non¬ 
productive  and  burdensome  is  not  good  business.  The  trouble 
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has  been  not  that  we  did  not  appreciate  the  necessity  of  doing 
something  for  the  convenience  of  our  members  and  the  utili¬ 
zation  of  our  assets  but  as  to  how  we  could  best  do  it.  We 
have  been  unfortunate  in  that  the  work  of  construction  has  been 
heretofore  delayed  in  order  to  consult  the  membership  upon 
minute  details  of  it,  for  which  provision  could  be  more  readily 
made  as  the  work  progressed.  It  is  beyond  the  range  of  possi¬ 
bility  for  any  large  body  like  this  membership  to  determine 
in  advance  the  details  of  a  building  of  the  character  here  con¬ 
templated.  It  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  relegate  to  the 
individual  suffrages  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  the  details 
of  the  construction  of  the  City  Hall.  Every  man  might  have 
an  idea  of  what  to  him  would  be  most  desirable  and  convenient, 
running  down  to  the  minutest  details,  but  there  would  be  no 
agreement  upon  a  definite  plan.  The  remedy  is  to  be  found 
in  entrusting  the  work  to  the  Board  of  Directors  with  full 
power  to  act. 

The  first  resolution  provides  for  the  improvement  of  that 
portion  of  the  property  that  is  now  a  burden,  i.  e.,  the  Fifteenth 
Street  front.  The  second  resolution  proposes  to  place  the  work 
of  construction  of  the  League  building  proper,  with  limitations, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Directors  which  is  to  be  elected 
to-night  and  which  will  have  the  executive  management  of  this 
organization.  That  body  will  be  at  liberty,  through  a  com¬ 
mittee  or  otherwise,  to  utilize  the  views  and  experience  of  the 
membership.  The  limit  of  expenditure  is  fixed  at  $600,000, 
of  which  amount  $25,000  is  to  be  reserved  because  there  are 
$25,000  of  outstanding  bonds  which  will  need  to  be  taken  care 
of  before  the  new  mortgage  can  be  placed  for  the  new  issue  of 
bonds.  In  other  words,  if  these  bonds  are  sold,  $25,000  will 
go  for  the  redemption  of  the  present  outstanding  bonds;  the 
balance  of  $600,000,  or  whatever  part  may  be  necessary,  being 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  property  from  the  line  I 
have  indicated  westward  to  Fifteenth  Street.  What  that  im¬ 
provement  will  be  is  not,  I  conceive,  a  subject  for  discussion 
at  this  time.  If  the  theory  of  this  project  is  wise  then  the 
matter  of  details  is  not  one  for  the  determination  of  this  body. 

The  other  clauses  of  the  resolutions  are  simply  in  the  line  of  • 
giving  the  proper  authority  to  carry  out  the  general  plan.  I 


18 


Minutes — Annual  Meeting. 


have  avoided,  as  you  see,  the  making  of  any  suggestions  as  to 
the  form  the  improvements  should  take.  For  my  own  part,  as 
a  member  of  this  Club,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  entrust  the 
carrying  out  of  the  details  to  the  incoming  Board  and  leave  them 
free  to  do  as  they  deem  to  be  for  our  best  advantage,  if  the 
League  shall  determine  to  make  the  improvement  for  the  sum 
indicated. 

The  President  suggested  the  necessity  of  having  a  seconder 
of  the  resolutions  in  order  to  have  them  properly  before  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Wieeiam  M.  Scott  seconded  the  resolutions. 

The  President  invited  further  discussion. 

Mr.  Aeba  B.  Johnson. — Mr.  President,  I  have  not  seen 
these  resolutions,  but  have  listened  to  the  reading  of  them  by 
Judge  Porter  with  the  greatest  interest.  As  most  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present  know,  I  have  given  much  thought  to  the  question 
of  the  best  means  of  increasing  the  facilities  of  The  Union 
League  by  the  construction  of  a  new  building.  I  approve  most 
cordially  of  the  principle  which  Judge  Porter  has  enunciated, 
that  is,  that  a  building  committee  shall  be  appointed ;  that  the 
total  amount  which  they  are  authorized  to  expend  shall  be 
fixed;  and  that  full  discretion  shall  be  delegated  to  that  com¬ 
mittee  without  the  necessity  for  them  to  come  back  to  the 
membership  for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

My  only  criticism  of  the  main  resolution  is  that  the  mover 
of  it  has  himself  cut  off  part  of  the  discretion  which  I  would 
like  to  see  vested  in  the  Building  Committee  or  in  any  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  which  they  may  choose  to 
appoint.  The  resolution  specifies  that  this  new  building  shall 
begin  at  Fifteenth  Street  and  shall  extend  east  as  far  as  the 
easterly  end  of  the  Benson  Annex.  That  involves  a  plan  for 
the  improvement  of  The  Union  League  property  which  will 
make  a  building  extraordinarily  long  for  its  width  and  practi¬ 
cally  too  long  to  be  a  desirable  improvement.  Who  ever 
heard  of  a  club-house  with  a  width  of  one  hundred  feet  and  a 
length  of  four  hundred  feet?  That  feature  is  suggested  doubt¬ 
less  only  because  of  the  circumstance  that  we  happen  to  own 
a  piece  of  land  a  full  square  in  length.  It  seems  to  me  that 
were  we  to  purchase  a  piece  of  property,  a  much  smaller  area 
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of  land  would  be  ample  for  our  purposes.  I  suggest  to  the  mover 
or  movers  of  these  resolutions  that  they  should  be  amended 
by  omitting  the  designation  of  the  precise  location  of  this 
improvement,  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  or  a  Building  Committee  and  whatever  architect  they  may 
employ,  as  to  where  they  can  best  place  the  improvement 
and  how  they  can  best  conserve  to  The  Union  League  this 
valuable  asset,  the  large  tract  of  land  on  Fifteenth  Street,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  fronts  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

I  therefore  move,  Mr.  President,  that  the  resolutions  be 
amended  by  omitting  the  portion  to  which  I  have  referred 
and  that  full  discretion  in  the  matter  be  given  to  the  Board 
of  Directors  or  the  Building  Committee. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  was  apprehensive  that 
the  wording  of  the  resolutions  might  make  them  susceptible  of  the 
construction  which  Mr.  Johnson  has  put  upon  them;  but  he 
will  notice  that  they  do  not  contemplate  the  completing  of  the 
building  in  any  specific  manner.  They  direct  the  incoming 
Board  4 ‘to  improve  the  League  property,  commencing  at 
the  Fifteenth  Street  front  and  extending  eastwardly  not 
further  than  the  easterly  line  of  the  Benson  Annex.  ’  ’  They 
leave  the  door  wide  open  as  to  what  the  character  of  that 
improvement  shall  be. 

Mr.  B.  Frank  Clapp. — Do  I  understand  that  the  committee 
do  not  wish  to  tell  us  how  they  propose  to  improve  it — whether 
they  propose  that  it  shall  be  used  for  business  purposes  in 
order  that  this  bad  asset  may  bring  us  in  some  income,  or  that 
it  is  to  be  used  as  a  club-house  for  the  accommodation  of  an 
increased  membership? 

Judge  Porter. — The  gentleman  is  mistaken  in  assuming 
that  in  what  I  have  said  outside  of  the  resolutions  I  have  been 
speaking  for  a  committee  or  the  Board. 

Mr.  Clapp. — Mr.  President,  I  think  it  would  have  been 
better  if  the  paper  read  by  the  gentleman  had  been  sent  to 
the  members  of  the  Club  with  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Then  we  would  have  acted  with  full  knowledge, 
in  voting  for  the  new  members  of  the  Board,  if  we  had  known 
we  were  going  to  give  them  large,  extraordinary  powers. 

The  Secretary  (upon  the  call  of  Mr.  Peter  Boyd)  reread 
the  first  resolution  for  general  information. 
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Captain  S.  EmlEn  Meigs. — Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen, 
I  think  this  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  voted  upon  after 
perhaps  five  minutes  consideration.  It  is  proposed  to  mort¬ 
gage  our  property  for  one  million  dollars  and  to  expend  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  buildings  about  which  the  mem¬ 
bership  know  nothing;  for  most,  if  not  all,  of  our  members 
had  no  information  whatever  that  this  question  was  to  be 
brought  up  to-night,  nor  have  they  seen  any  plans  showing 
what  it  is  proposed  to  erect.  I  am  sure  no  banker,  corporation 
or  business  man  would  settle  such  questions  in  so  short  a  time. 

My  understanding  is  that  our  meetings  are  to  proceed  under 
Cushing's  Parliamentary  Laws.  In  Congress,  and,  I  believe, 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  before  a  bill  can  be  acted 
upon  it  must  be  printed,  laid  before  the  members  for  considera¬ 
tion,  and  read  three  times  before  final  action  is  taken  upon 
it;  and  we  certainly  should  not  be  asked  to  act  upon  so  im¬ 
portant  a  matter  without  adequate  notice. 

If  this  subject  is  presented  with  the  approval  of  the  Board, 
why  was  it  not  printed  and  laid  before  the  members  prior  to 
the  annual  meeting?  I  think  they  should  have  had  such 
notice  before  being  asked  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  Edward  T.  Stotesbury. — Mr.  President,  the  question 
of  improving  this  property  is  one  in  which  I  have  taken  a  great 
interest  for  a  number  of  years,  and  I  have  listened  attentively 
to  what  has  been  said  by  the  various  members  regarding  it. 
My  own  belief  is  that  we  will  never  accomplish  anything  in  the 
way  of  an  improvement  if,  at  every  step  taken  in  that  direction, 
the  matter  must  be  brought  by  the  Board  of  Directors  before 
the  membership  for  discussion  and  revision.  If,  in  contemplating 
improvements  in  your  home,  you  were  to  be  guided  by  every 
member  of  your  family  and  your  relatives,  you  would  never  do 
anything  at  all.  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  have  a  committee  of  five  members,  appointed  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  with  power  to  make  whatever  improvements  to  the  prop¬ 
erty  that,  in  their  judgment,  they  may  think  best,  without 
restriction  as  to  whether  they  should  start  at  Fifteenth  Street 
or  at  Broad  Street ;  also  that  the  Board  of  Directors  be  author¬ 
ized  to  execute  a  mortgage  upon  this  property  to  the  amount 
of  one  million  dollars,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
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five  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  that  the  committee  of  five  should 
be  empowered,  if  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  spend  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  build  and  equip  the  building; 
leaving  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  bonds  in  the 
hands  of  a  trustee,  which  are  not  to  be  disposed  of  without  the 
consent  of  the  members.  And  further,  to  authorize  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur.  This  latter 
may  seem  to  be  a  novel  feature,  but  there  is  this  reason  for  it : 
It  is  necessary  at  all  times  to  have  a  harmonious  committee ;  if 
they  do  not  all  work  together  they  will  not  make  any  satisfactory 
progress;  and  by  leaving  the  matter  of  making  appointments,  in 
cases  of  vacancies,  to  the  remaining  members  of  the  committee, 
they  will  naturally  select  gentlemen  agreeable  to  themselves, 
and  thus  insure  a  committee  that  is  in  entire  accord.  Some 
improvement  to  the  Club  building  seems  to  be  necessary,  and 
will  remedy  the  present  undesirable  conditions.  We  have  a 
property  one  hundred  feet  on  Broad  Street  and  running  back 
four  hundred  feet  to  Fifteenth  Street,  but  we  do  not  know  what 
will  be  the  character  of  the  buildings  that  may  be  constructed 
in  the  future  on  either  side.  If  this  committee  is  appointed 
and  vested  with  the  requisite  power  it  will  be  discretionary 
.  with  them  as  to  when  they  will  begin  the  improvements.  They 
may  decide  to  commence  work  at  once ;  or  they  may  find  that 
by  deferring  action  they  may  make  a  saving  in  the  cost  of  labor 
and  materials,  and  in  the  meantime  they  could  ascertain  what 
will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  members. 

The  execution  of  the  mortgage  and  the  sale  of  the  bonds  may 
be  authorized  at  any  adjourned  meeting  or  special  meeting.  I 
foresee  a  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  bonds,  if  they  are  not  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  members,  as  recommended  in  the  resolutions 
passed  at  the  meeting  of  November  13,  1905,  it  may  be  said  by 
others,  “If  your  own  members  will  not  purchase  them,  we  do 
not  care  for  them.”  If,  however,  we  have  confidence  in  the 
Building  Committee,  giving  them  full  power  to  act  and  furnishing 
them  with  the  requisite  means,  the  improvements  may  be  made ; 
but  if  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee  does  not  meet  with 
your  approval,  the  property  will,  in  my  opinion,  remain  in  its 
present  condition  for  some  years. 

These  are  my  views  after  looking  into  the  subject  carefully,  and 
I  have  embodied  them  in  the  amendment  which  I  desire  to  offer. 


22 


Minutes — Annual  Meeting. 


Mr.  John  H.  McQuieeEn. — Mr.  President,  if  I  understand 
Mr.  Stotesbury,  his  proposition  is  that  a  mortgage  of  a  million 
dollars  shall  be  created  to  improve  this  property.  Am  I  right? 

The  President. — The  Secretary  will  read  Mr.  Stotesbury’s 
amendment  for  general  information. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  to  be  known  as  a  Building  Committee, 
who  shall  have  full  power  to  act  upon  any  and  all 
questions  in  connection  with  improvements. 

Resolved ,  That  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  ad¬ 
journed  annual  meeting  held  November  13,  1905, 
which  read  as  follows : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  The  Union  League 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  execute  a  mort¬ 
gage  upon  all  the  real  estate  of  The  Union  League  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  a  trustee,  in  the  usual  form, 
to  be  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  under  the 
supervision  of  counsel  of  the  League,  to  secure  bonds  of 
the  Union  League,  which  are  hereby  authorized,  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  dollars  ($1,000,000),  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum, 
principal  and  interest  payable  in  gold  coin  of  the 
United  States,  clear  of  all  taxes  that  may  be  imposed 
by  the  United  States;  the  same  to  be  disposed  of  as 
follows,  to  wit:  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
($500,000)  of  said  bonds  shall  be  held  by  the  trustee 
named  in  the  mortgage,  subject  to  disposal  only  by 
the  future  action  and  resolution  of  The  Union  League, 
taken  at  any  annual  meeting  or  at  any  special  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose  of  the  consideration  of  their  dis¬ 
posal;  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($500,000)  of 
said  bonds,  or  such  amount  thereof  as  maybe  necessary, 
shall  be  issued  and  used  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
provide  the  funds  required  to  make  the  alterations 
and  additions  to  the  property  of  The  Union  League, 
as  determined  by  it  at  this  meeting;  and  should  there 
be  any  bonds  of  said  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
($500,000)  remaining  after  providing  the  funds  re¬ 
quired  to  make  the  said  alterations  and  additions,  they 
so  remaining  or  any  part  of  them  may  be  used  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  redemption  and  cancellation 
of  any  or  all  the  bonds  now  secured  by  the  present 
mortgage  upon  the  property  of  The  Union  League, 
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upon  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  the  holders  of  such  bonds. 

“ Resolved ,  That  proposals  shall  be  invited  from 
members  of  The  Union  League  for  the  purchase  of  the 
whole  or  any  portion  of  the  said  five  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  ($500,000)  of  bonds  hereby  authorized 
to  be  issued,  in  the  manner  and  upon  such  terms  as 
may  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors;  and 
in  the  event  of  the  total  or  any  part  of  the  bonds  now 
authorized  to  be  issued  not  being  subscribed  for  by  the 
members  of  The  Union  League,  the  Board  of  Directors 
are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  said  bonds  not  sub¬ 
scribed  for  in  any  manner  deemed  by  them  to  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  The  Union  League;  provided 
that  none  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  sold  for  less  than 
par. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  forms  and  terms  of  the  bonds 
and  mortgage,  their  date  and  maturity  and  all  pro¬ 
visions  providing  for  a  sinking  fund  or  other  means  to 
secure  their  gradual  redemption  shall  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Board  of  Directors.” 

Be  amended  so  that  they  shall  read  as  follows : 

Resol-ved ,  That  the  officers  of  The  Union  League  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  execute  a  mortgage 
upon  all  the  real  estate  of  The  Union  League,  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  trustee,  in  the  usual  form, 
to  be  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  under  the 
supervision  of  counsel  of  the  League,  to  secure  bonds 
of  The  Union  League,  which  are  hereby  authorized  to 
the  amount  of  one  million  dollars,  bearing  interest  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  princi¬ 
pal  and  interest  payable  in  gold  coin  of  the  United 
States,  clear  of  all  taxes  that  may  be  imposed  by  the 
United  States;  the  same  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows, 
to  wit:  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($250,000)  of  said  bonds  shall  be  held  by  the  trustee 
named  in  the  mortgage,  subject  to  disposal  only  by  the 
future  action  and  resolution  of  The  Union  League, 
taken  at  any  annual  meeting  or  at  any  special  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose  of  the  consideration  of  their  dis¬ 
posal;  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
($750,000)  of  said  bonds  or  such  amount  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  shall  be  issued  and  used  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  provide  the  funds  required  to  make  the 
alterations  and  additions,  including  furnishing,  to  the 
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property  of  The  Union  League,  as  determined  by  it  at 
this  meeting. 

And  resolved ,  further ,  That  any  vacancies  on  the  com¬ 
mittee,  caused  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  are 
to  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Judge)  Porter. — I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  the 
suggestion  coming  through  me,  from  the  Board,  is  not  re¬ 
garded  as  necessarily  the  best  plan  that  can  be  devised.  It 
is  the  best  that  the  Board,  under  the  impulse  of  the  instruction 
from  the  League,  could  recommend  under  the  circumstances. 
The  proposition  of  Mr.  Stotesbury  that  a  committee  and  not 
the  Board  should  be  entrusted  with  the  work  is  one  that  ap¬ 
peals  to  me  very  strongly,  but  it  suggests  several  considerations. 
The  first  is  that  it  puts  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  appoint¬ 
ments  on  that  Building  Committee  upon  the  President  of  the 
League  and  not  upon  the  Board  of  Directors  whom  you  have 
elected;  and  the  second  is,  that  while  self-perpetuation  may 
be  desirable  for  the  members  of  the  committee,  that  feature 
strips  The  Union  League  of  the  right  of  intrusion  upon  that 
committee.  Those  two  reasons,  it  appears  to  me,  would 
suggest  the  practicability  of  taking  the  other  course. 

I  now  move  that  the  resolutions  presented  by  the  Board 
and  the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Stotesbury  be  printed; 
that  a  copy  thereof  be  furnished  to  every  member  of  the 
League;  and  that  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  or  a  special 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  their  consideration  be  called. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Coeahan,  Jr.,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  President  invited  further  discussion. 

Captain  S.  EmeEn  Meigs. — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  one  more  question.  The  By-Laws  provide  that  any  con¬ 
tract  or  expenditure  for  building  or  other  improvement  in¬ 
volving  an  outlay  in  excess  of  ten  thousand  dollars  shall  first 
be  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  corporation.  What  I 
want  to  ask  is,  what  is  the  corporation?  Does  it  consist  of 
the  five  hundred  members  present  (and  but  one  hundred  and 
one  members,  if  only  two  hundred  were  present,  would  have 
equal  power),  or  does  it  consist  of  the  twenty-one  hundred 
and  fifty  members  who  have  a  right  to  vote  upon  this  question  ? 
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We  all  know  that  great  corporations  like  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  cannot  increase  their  capital  nor  increase  their  fixed 
indebtedness  without  a  vote  of  their  stockholders,  and  that 
our  city  cannot  increase  its  indebtedness  without  the  consent 
of  its  voters. 

Mr.  President,  if  we  have  but  five  hundred  members  here, 
then  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty  are  absent,  who,  even  if  present 
in  the  building,  could  not  get  into  this  room  to  participate 
in  this  question ;  so  that  to  settle  it  by  a  vote  to-night  would 
be  like  the  tail  wagging  the  dog.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  thinking  . 
the  members  present  to-night  constitute  the  corporation,  I 
should  like  to  learn  it  from  a  lawyer  and  would  ask  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair. 

The  President. — The  qualification  which  the  gentleman 
makes  would  exclude  the  Chair  from  expressing  an  opinion, 
but  the  Chair  will  answer  the  gentleman’s  question  to  the  best 
of  his  ability.  In  theory,  any  action  taken  by  this  organi¬ 
zation  at  its  annual  meeting  is  binding  upon  the  whole  cor¬ 
poration.  All  the  members  of  The  Union  League  are  presumed 
to  be  present  here  to-night.  If  for  any  reason  they  are  not 
all  here  or  if,  for  instance,  the  room  provided  for  the  meeting 
is  not  large  enough  to  receive  the  entire  membership,  that  is 
a  question  with  which  the  Chair  has  nothing  to  do.  Certainly 
the  theory  is  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  this  corporation, 
any  business  can  be  transacted  which  a  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present,  constituting  a  quorum,  decide  shall  be  transacted. 

Captain  Meigs. — Then,  according  to  that  theory,  a  vote 
to-night  to  dissolve  this  League  might  be  valid. 

Hon.  Jas.  A.  Beaver. — Mr.  President,  the  question  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  seems  to  be  out  of  order  as  not  germane  to 
the  pending  question,  which  is  upon  a  motion  to  postpone 
further  consideration  of  this  subject.  The  gentleman’s  sug¬ 
gestion  may  come  up  regularly  when  we  discuss  these  separate 
propositions,  but  at  present  we  are  considering  a  postponement. 

The  President. — The  Chair  thinks  the  point  is  well  taken. 
The  pending  question  before  the  meeting  is  upon  the  motion 
of  Judge  Porter,  that  both  propositions  be  printed,  that  copies 
be  furnished  to  the  members,  and  that  the  subject  be  post¬ 
poned  until  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  or  a  special  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose  of  its  consideration. 
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The  President  here  took  a  vote  upon  the  motion  and  (the 
affirmative  responses  largely  predominating)  announced  that 
the  motion  had  been  carried. 

The  President. — It  is  now  in  order  to  move  that  when 
this  meeting  adjourns  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  a  certain 
date  as  an  adjourned  annual  meeting,  or  that  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  shall  be  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Board  of  Directors  as 
to  the  time  of  reassembling.  The  motion,  however,  may  be 
made  later  in  the  evening  if  the  meeting  is  not  prepared  to 
fix  the  date  at  this  time,  as  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  recess  to 
await  the  report  of  the  tellers  after  the  closing  of  the  polls 
at  ten  o’clock. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Coe  ah  an,  Jr. — I  suggest  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
we  will  have  a  quorum  after  the  ballots  have  been  counted, 
and  possibly  there  is  barely  a  quorum  present  at  this  time. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  date  for  the  adjournment  may  not  be  fixed 
immediately.  The  result  will  be  practically  the  same  if  the 
action  is  taken  later. 

The  President.-— The  Chair  is  awaiting  a  motion. 

Mr.  Aeba  B.  Johnson. — Mr.  President,  in  pursuance  of  the 
action  just  taken  I  move  that  when  this  annual  meeting  ad¬ 
journs  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  four  weeks  hence,  viz.,  on  the 
evening  of  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  January,  1908,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  which  has  been  pending. 

Judge  Porter  remarked  that  it  was  his  idea  that  an  Act 
of  Assembly  required  that  a  meeting  held  to  increase  the  in¬ 
debtedness  of  a  corporation  should  be  a  special  meeting,  on 
sixty  days’  notice. 

The  President. — The  Chair  thinks  that  if  the  purpose  of 
the  meeting  is  specifically  to  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the 
corporation,  the  suggestion  of  Judge  Porter  would  be  appli¬ 
cable;  but  if  it  is  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  it  would  be  a 
continuation  of  the  present  meeting,  just  as  it  would  be  if  an 
adjournment  was  now  ordered  uutil  to-morrow  for  the  trans¬ 
action  of  further  business.  This  subject  would  be  taken  up  at 
an  adjourned  annual  meeting  apart  from  any  consideration 
about  the  holding  of  a  special  meeting.  For  instance,  if  at 
the  adjourned  annual  meeting  this  organization  should  decide 
to  do  nothing  that  would  necessitate  an  increase  of  indebtedness, 
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there  would  be  no  occasion  for  a  special  meeting  and  no  neces¬ 
sity  to  consider  the  requirement  of  the  Act  of  Assembly.  If 
that  adjourned  annual  meeting  determined  to  authorize  the 
Directors  or  a  committee  to  incur  the  indebtedness,  it  might 
then  be  proper  to  consider  whether  such  authority  ought  not 
to  be  voted  at  a  meeting  specially  called  for  that  single  purpose. 
Unless  further  discussion  should  convince  the  Chair  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  his  opinion  is  that  this  meeting  can  defer  consideration 
of  the  subject  uutil  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  to  be  held  at 
a  date  fixed  at  this  time.  What  further  action,  if  any,  will  be 
necessary  may  be  determined  at  that  meeting.  Therefore,  in 
the  view  of  the  Chair,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  proper 
one. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Adamson. — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  would  it  be 
necessary,  after  that,  to  have  a  special  meeting  to  authorize 
the  execution  of  the  mortgage? 

The  President. — That  is  a  question  to  be  determined  at 
the  adjourned  meeting.  Action  may  then  be  taken  which  will 
preclude  the  necessity  of  incurring  indebtedness.  If  the  action 
is  such  that  it  must  necessarily  be  followed  by  an  increase  of 
the  indebtedness  of  the  corporation  the  question  raised  by  the 
gentleman  can  be  decided  at  that  time. 

The  pending  question  is,  Shall  the  consideration  of  this  sub¬ 
ject  be  postponed  until  an  adjourned  annual  meeting  to  be 
held  on  January  6,  1908,  at  eight  o’clock  P.  M.? 

(A  vote  was  here  taken.) 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  President. — If  there  is  no  further  business,  the  Chair 
suggests  that,  as  the  polls  will  remain  open  for  thirty-five 
minutes  longer,  until  ten  o’clock,  a  recess  be  now  taken  to 
await  the  report  of  the  tellers  to  conduct  the  election. 

Mr.  Alba  B.  Johnson. — Before  the  vote  is  taken  on  a 
motion  for  a  recess  I  would  like  to  suggest  a  question  for  the 
consideration  of  the  meeting.  In  the  event  that  the  action  taken 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  January  is  in  the  affirmative  upon 
either  of  the  propositions  here  submitted,  and  it  should  then 
appear  that  the  holding  of  a  special  meeting  will  be  necessary  to 
create  the  obligation  to  be  assumed  by  the  Club,  will  it  be  practi¬ 
cable  for  the  adjourned  annual  meeting,  on  that  night,  to  adjourn 


28 


Minutes — Annual  Meeting. 


and  again  meet  immediately  as  a  special  meeting  for  that  purpose  ? 
In  that  way  we  could  be  sure  to  have  a  quorum  at  the  special 
meeting,  and  we  might  not  have  a  quorum  if  the  meeting  is 
called  for  some  subsequent  date.  I  anticipate  that,  if  affirma¬ 
tive  action  is  taken  at  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  on  Janu¬ 
ary  6,  the  members  may  regard  any  special  meeting  appointed 
to  be  held  thereafter  as  more  or  less  perfunctory,  and  there  may 
be  practically  great  difficulty  in  getting  a  quorum  at  that 
special  meeting.  I,  therefore,  now  ask  whether  it  will  be  proper 
for  The  Union  League  to  hold  a  special  meeting  immediately 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  adjourned  annual  meeting. 

The  President— Answering  off-hand,  without  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  reflection,  the  Chair  calls  attention  to  two  requirements. 
One  is  that  our  By-Laws  require  that  “notice  of  every  meeting 
shall  be  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  and  mailed  to  every 
member  at  least  three  days  before  the  day  of  the  meeting,  and 
every  subject  to  be  acted  upon  at  a  special  meeting  shall  be 
stated  in  the  notice  therefore  That  rule  does  not  prevent  this 
meeting  from  holding  an  adjourned  annual  meeting.  An  Act 
of  Assembly,  as  I  recall  it  now,  requires  a  notice  of  thirty  days, 
if  not  longer,  for  the  holding  of  a  special  meeting  called  to  pass 
upon  a  question  of  the  increase  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
corporation. 

Several  Members. — Sixty  days. 

The  President. — A  sixty  days’  notice.  The  corporations 
there  referred  to  are  those  organized  for  profit  and  which  have 
issued  stock.  If  this  corporation  can  be  included  in  that  cate¬ 
gory,  it  is  clear  to  the  Chair  that  there  must  be  a  sixty  days’ 
notice  of  a  special  meeting  for  the  authorization  of  an  increase 
of  the  indebtedness  of  the  corporation.  That  again  suggests 
the  query  whether  anything  is  to  be  gained  by  considering  the 
question  of  an  increase  of  the  indebtedness  before  ascertaining 
whether  the  sentiment  of  the  Club  is  in  favor  of  action  which 
will  make  an  increase  necessary.  If,  at  the  adjourned  annual 
meeting,  the  Club  should  decide  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  contemplated  improvement,  the  question  of  increasing  the 
indebtedness  is  eliminated  from  consideration.  If  the  Club 
decides  that  there  shall  be  an  increase  upon  the  terms  and  con¬ 
ditions  imposed  by  that  meeting,  then  the  question  as  to  how 
the  indebtedness  shall  be  created  will  arise. 


Minutes — Annual  Meeting. 


29 


Mr.  John  G.  Croxton. — What  objection  would  there  be  to 
providing  now  for  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  sixty  days  hence 
and  subsequently  withdrawing  the  call  if  it  is  found  that  the 
meeting  is  unnecessary? 

The  President. — That  could  be  done,  of  course,  but  the 
Chair  thinks  that  the  matter  of  a  thirty  or  sixty  days’  notice  is 
immaterial,  the  vital  question  being  whether  the  Club  will 
decide  upon  this  line  of  improvement. 

The  discussion  here  closed  and  a  recess  was  ordered  until 
10.30  P.  M. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  the  recess  the  meeting  reassembled. 

The  President  announced  that  the  report  of  the  tellers  to 
conduct  the  election  had  been  received  and  would  be  read. 

The  Secretary  read  the  report  as  follows : 

Philadelphia,  December  9,  1907. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen. — The  undersigned,  tellers  appointed  to  conduct 
the  election  for  officers  and  Directors,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
1066  ballots  were  cast,  of  which  nineteen  were  irregular  as  to 
marking,  being  without  the  required  cross,  and  were  not  counted. 
One  was  irregular  as  to  Vice-Presidents. 

The  respective  candidates  received  the  number  of  votes  set 
opposite  their  names,  as  follows : 

President — Dimner  Beeber,  886. 

Vice-Presidents — Charles  D.  Barney,  701;  Morris  L.  Clothier, 
677;  William  W.  Porter,  615;  John  Sailer,  673;  William  T. 
Tilden,  678. 

Directors — Rudolph  Blankenburg,  619;  Wendell  P.  Bow¬ 
man,  642;  William  Henry  Brooks,  757;  Charles  Gibbons 
Davis,  692;  Howard  B.  French,  633,;  Warren  G.  Griffith,  462; 
John  W.  Hamer,  561 ;  George  H.  Hill,  665;  J.  Warner  Hutchins, 
469;  Thomas  J.  Jeffries,  681;  John  Kisterbock,  569;  John  B. 
Eober,  633;  James  E.  Mitchell,  624;  George  P.  Morgan,  873; 
Alonzo  R.  Parsons,  301;  E.  Eldridge  Pennock,  503;  M.  Riebe- 
nack,  756;  Walter  B.  Smith,  257;  William  C.  Sproul,  693. 

(Signed) :  W.  Harry  Miller  (Chairman) ,  Thomas  A.  Pearce, 
Stockton  Bates,  William  G.  Hopper,  George  T.  Gwilliam, 
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J.  Warren  Coulston,  Jr.,  Horace  C.  Jones,  Louis  A.  Flanagan, 
John  M.  Harper,  W.  H.  Steigerwalt,  J.  Walter  Douglass,  Lewis 
W.  Klahr. 

The  President. — According  to  the  report  of  the  tellers  the 
following  gentlemen  have  been  elected : 

President — Dimner  Beeber. 

Vice-Presidents — Charles  D.  Barney,  Morris  L.  Clothier,  John 
Sailer  and  William  T.  Tilden. 

Directors — Rudolph  Blankenburg,  Wendell  P.  Bowman, 
William  Henry  Brooks,  Charles  Gibbons  Davis,  Howard  B. 
French,  John  W.  Hamer,  George  H.  Hill,  Thomas  J.  Jeffries, 
John  Kisterbock,  John  B.  Lober,  James  E.  Mitchell,  George  P. 
Morgan,  E.  Eldridge  Pennock,  M.  Riebenack  and  William  C. 
Sproul. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  until  Monday  evening, 
January  6,  1908,  at  8  o’clock. 

WILLIAM  H.  LAMBERT, 

Secretary. 


MINUTES 


ADJOURNED  ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF 

THE  UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA 


January  6,  1908. 

An  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  The  Union  League  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  January  6,  1908,  at  eight 
o’clock,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  on  December  9,  1907. 

Hon.  Dimner  Beeber,  President,  presided  and  Mr.  George 
P.  Morgan  acted  as  Secretary. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order,  announced  the 
presence  of  a  quorum  and  stated  that  the  subject  for  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  meeting  would  be  the  proposed  improvements  to 
the  property,  in  regard  to  which  two  propositions  submitted  at 
the  annual  meeting  were  pending,  viz.,  one  recommended  by 
the  retiring  Board  of  Directors  (presented  by  Hon.  William  W. 
Porter),  and  the  substitute  therefor  offered  by  Mr.  Edward  T. 
Stotesbury;  both  of  which  were  set  forth  in  a  printed  circular, 
copies  of  which  had  been  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  League, 
and  other  copies  placed  upon  the  chairs  in  the  Assembly  Room 
for  general  information. 

The  President  explained  further  that  Mr.  Stotesbury’s 
amendment  contained  resolutions  substantially  similar  to,  but 
differing  in  details  from,  the  resolutions  of  the  adjourned  annual 
meeting  of  November  13,  1905,  in  relation  to  the  issue  of  bonds, 
secured  by  mortgage,  to  provide  means  for  making  the  improve¬ 
ments  and  for  establishing  a  sinking  fund. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  reading  of  the  respective  proposi¬ 
tions  in  detail  was  dispensed  with.  (See  minutes  of  Annual 
Meeting  of  December  9,  1907,  for  copy  of  propositions.) 

The  President  announced  that  the  question  immediately 
before  the  meeting  was  upon  Mr.  Stotesbury’s  amendment, 
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consisting  of  several  resolutions,  the  first  of  which  he  read  as 
follows : 

“ Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  to  be  known  as  a  Building  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  shall  have  full  power  to  act  on  any  and  all 
questions  in  connection  with  the  improvements/' 

Mr.  Edward  T.  Stotesbury. — Mr.  President,  as  some  of 
the  gentlemen  here  to-night  may  not  have  been  present  at  the 
annual  meeting,  when  I  gave  my  reasons  for  the  suggestions 
embodied  in  these  resolutions,  I  desire  to  add  a  few  words  to 
the  statement  I  then  made.  I  have  thought  over  the  matter 
quite  carefully  and  have  heard  expressions  of  opinion  upon  it 
from  some  of  the  members.  In  regard  to  the  setting  aside  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  improve¬ 
ments,  as  proposed,  I  did  not  contemplate  that  the  whole  of 
that  amount  should  be  used  unless  a  new  building  should  be 
erected ;  and  as  a  result  of  more  mature  reflection  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  an  entire  new  structure  is  not  needed  and  that 
some  alterations  could  be  made  which  would  give  us  all  the 
accommodations  we  might  require  for  some  time  to  come.  For 
instance,  if  there  could  be  such  an  enlargement  of  the  present 
building  as  would  give  a  more  commodious  Assembly  Hall  and 
Banquet  Room,  probably  three  or  four  more  private  dining 
rooms,  perhaps  fifteen  or  more  sleeping  rooms,  with  additional 
space  for  card  rooms  and  the  Library,  we  would  have  sufficient 
facilities  to  meet  present  requirements. 

I  have  not  had  an  estimate  made  of  the  probable  cost  of 
these  improvements,  but  they  might  possibly  be  made  for 
$150,000.  The  erecting  of  a  large  building  in  order  to  provide 
so  many  bed-rooms  does  not  commend  itself  to  me,  for  we  do 
not  want  to  go  into  the  hotel  business,  as  I  suggested  at  the 
previous  meeting.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  larger  the 
Club-House  the  more  onerous  will  be  the  expenses  and  the  fixed 
charges.  The  interest  on  your  bond  issue,  at  five  per  cent., 
and  the  increase  of  your  taxes  will  be  additional  items  of 
expense. 

Let  us  look  at  the  matter  in  a  plain  common  sense  way.  How 
are  we  to  meet  these  additional  expenses — will  it  be  by  an 
increase  of  the  membership  or  an  increase  in  dues?  It  is  for 
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you  to  say,  gentlemen,  whether  you  want  a  large  building  and 
are  willing  to  assume  the  expense  incident  to  its  construction 
and  maintenance  or  whether  you  prefer,  as  I  have  suggested, 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  for  determination  to  a  committee 
fully  empowered  to  act,  who  will  look  into  all  the  details, 
ascertain  what  is  absolutely  necessary  for  your  comfort  and 
convenience,  and  accomplish  all  that  you  really  want  to  have 
accomplished. 

I  hope,  for  one,  that  a  decision  of  the  question  will  be  reached 
to-night  one  way  or  the  other.  We  have  talked  it  over  from 
time  to  time,  appointed  committees  to  report  upon  it,  employed 
architects  to  suggest  plans  and  in  various  ways  accumulated 
information  about  it,  all  of  which  has  been  expensive ;  and  yet 
we  have  made  no  progress,  but  are  to-day  where  we  were  many 
years  ago.  In  view  of  these  facts  I  believe  that  by  creating  a 
committee  with  full  power  to  make  the  improvements  in  the 
way  they  think  best,  we  will  secure  some  definite  results. 

Capt.  S.  EmlEn  Meigs. — Mr.  President,  I  move  to  amend  the 
resolutions  presented  by  Judge  Porter  and  by  Mr.  Stotesbury  at 
the  meeting  on  December  9,  1907,  by  substituting  for  them  the 
following : 

Resolved ,  That  whenever  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
The  Union  League  shall  think  it  wise  to  do  so,  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  prepare,  or  cause 
to  be  prepared,  plans  for  the  alteration  and  for  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  buildings  of  The  Union  League,  which 
plans  shall  be  referred  to  the  Advisory  Real  Estate 
Board  to  examine  and  report  thereon,  as  required  by 
the  By-Laws;  and  the  Board  of  Directors  is  hereby 
authorized  to  employ,  on  terms  and  conditions  to  be 
approved  by  the  Board,  an  architect  to  assist  them  in 
preparing  such  plans;  which  plans  with  an  estimate 
of  their  cost  when  completed  and  of  their  furnishings, 
and  approved  by  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board  and 
Board  of  Directors,  shall  be  placed  in  a  room  and  in  a 
manner  convenient  for  their  examination  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  League,  after  which  each  member  shall  be 
notified  by  mail  of  that  fact  and  invited  to  inspect  the 
plans;  also  that  on  certain  days  and  hours  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Board,  an  election  by  ballot  will  be  held  at  the 
League,  when  members  are  urged  to  vote  upon  the 
question  of  the  rejection  or  adoption  of  said  plans. 
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Resolved,  That  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  then  cast 
are  in  favor  of  the  said  plans  and  changes,  the  Board 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue  a  mortgage 
on  all  the  real  estate  of  The  Union  League  for  all  or 
part  of  the  sum  proposed  necessary  to  complete  such 
alterations  and  additions,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
million  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
plans  thus  voted  for ;  but  these  resolutions  are  not  to 
apply  to  the  second  and  third  resolutions  offered  by 
Mr.  Stotesbury  on  December  9,  1907. 

Mr.  President,  my  reason  for  offering  this  amendment  is  that 
before  we  vote  to  mortgage  our  real  estate  for  one  million 
dollars  and  to  spend  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  buildings 
we  should  know  what  sort  of  buildings  the  money  will  be  ex¬ 
pended  for.  Ordinarily  no  man  will  buy  a  horse  until  he  has 
seen  it  and  had  a  veterinary  surgeon  examine  it,  and  certainly 
the  buying  of  great  buildings  is  as  important  as  a  horse  trade. 

Our  membership  may  be  said  to  comprise  three  classes  of 
members :  Organization  men ;  Reformers ;  and  largely  those  who 
may  be  called  Absentees,  because  they  seldom  visit  the 
League  and  rarely  attend  its  meetings.  We  have  twenty- 
one  hundred  and  fifty  members,  while  our  doorkeepers 
tell  us  the  average  attendance  in  summer  is  three  hundred 
and  fifty  and  in  winter  six  hundred  and  fifty;  some  four 
hundred  of  whom  only  come  to  lunch  at  about  one  o’clock  and 
leave  at  about  two  o’clock,  like  a  flock  of  pigeons.  Most  of 
these  come  frequently;  so  that  perhaps  fifteen  hundred  of 
our  members  may  be  classed  as  Absentees,  some  of  whom  have 
not  been  here  for  three  years,  some  not  for  four  and  some  not 
for  five  years,  and  it  may  be  said  the  League  is  largely 
supported  by  its  absentee  members. 

If  this  meeting,  comprising  say  four  hundred  members 
(and  the  room  is  pretty  well  filled),  decides  to-night  to  mort¬ 
gage  our  real  estate  for  one  million  dollars  and  to  expend  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  buildings,  without  giving  the 
seventeen  hundred  members  who  are  not  here  a  full  and  fair 
opportunity  to  exercise  their  undoubted  right  to  vote  upon  so 
important  a  question,  and  without  a  chance  to  examine  the 
plans  to  be  determined  upon,  those  gentlemen  may  well  be 
dissatisfied,  and  we  may  have  an  exodus  of  members  and  a 
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resulting  decrease  in  receipts  while  our  fixed  charges  and  ex¬ 
penses  are  being  greatly  increased.  Such  a  vote  can  only  be 
had  by  a  vote  by  ballot. 

Some  may  say  “increase  the  membership,”  while  others 
say  it  is  already  large  enough;  for  this  is  now  perhaps  the 
largest  social  club  in  the  world.  I  say  “social  club”  because 
its  work  as  a  Union  League  was  finished  when  Grant  finished 
up  the  great  Rebellion. 

Several  Members  seconded  Captain  Meigs’  amendment. 

Mr.  George  B.  Woodman. — Mr.  President,  we  have  been 
having  plans  submitted  to  us  for  some  years,  and  I  think 
that  unless  the  matter  is  left  to  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
President  we  will  never  get  any  nearer  to  an  actual  beginning 
of  the  improvements.  Mr.  Stotesbury  has  carefully  studied 
the  situation,  and  I  appreciate  his  idea  that  an  expenditure 
of  perhaps  $150,000  on  the  property  would  make  it  all  that 
it  is  necessary  it  should  be  for  our  convenience  and  use. 

Dr.  George  Strawbridge. — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
talking  with  many  members  of  the  League,  in  the  last  three  or 
four  days,  on  this  matter;  and  I  have  not  found  a  member 
who  wanted  anything  done  at  all  except  one,  and  he  told  me 
to-night  that  he  was  quite  prepared  to  change  his  opinion. 

If  the  gentlemen  will  compare  this  building  with  the  club¬ 
houses  in  London  or  Paris  or  with  club-houses  in  New  York 
City,  they  will  recognize  that  it  is  far  superior  to  those  in  foreign 
cities  and  does  not  suffer  by  comparison  with  those  in  New 
York.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  fine  building  and  that  we 
all  have  excellent  accommodations  here.  The  only  deficit 
is  in  the  matter  of  bed-rooms.  Personally  I  have  no  complaint 
to  make  on  that  score,  for  I  do  not  need  any  sleeping  apart¬ 
ment  here. 

Now,  there  ought  to  be  a  way  of  readily  ascertaining  whether 
the  members  want  a  change  made  or  do  not  want  it.  If  they 
are  not  in  favor  of  a  change  and  will  so  declare,  that  will  settle 
the  question.  Perhaps  the  Chair  can  suggest  a  way  by  which 
the  sentiment  of  the  League  may  be  made  known,  whether 
by  passing  a  resolution  or  in  some  other  way. 

The  President. — It  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  Chair 
to  make  the  suggestion  at  this  time,  when  there  is  a  question 
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pending.  The  question  directly  before  the  house  is  upon 
the  motion  of  Captain  Meigs  to  amend  the  resolutions  offered 
by  Mr.  Stotesbury. 

Hon.  William  W.  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  think  that  to 
some  extent  we  have  lost  sight  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
inception  and  the  present  status  of  this  movement  to  improve 
the  League  property.  My  name  has  been  coupled  with  the 
proposition  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  your  Board 
and  which  came  before  you  at  the  annual  meeting.  I  want  to 
say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  the  improvement 
therein  suggested  was  not  bom  of  any  strong  desire  for  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  which  would  necessitate  an  increase  of 
dues  or  an  enlargement  of  the  membership;  and  I  make  the 
same  statement  in  regard  to  an  amendment  which  I  shall  sub¬ 
mit  in  a  moment.  The  movement  originated  in  this  way: 
About  a  year  ago  The  Union  League  by  a  formal  vote,  taken  by 
ballot,  extending  over  a  period  of  hours,  instructed  your  Board 
to  erect  on  the  Fifteenth  Street  end  of  the  property  two-story 
buildings  to  be  rented  as  stores.  This  was  the  sentiment  of  the 
Club  and  it  was  expressed  in  the  most  formal  way.  During  the 
past  year  your  Board,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member, 
duly  considered  what  you  had  instructed  them  to  do,  but,  with 
the  light  which  was  given  on  the  subject,  they  regarded  it  as 
inadvisable  to  follow  your  instructions.  In  order  to  show  you 
that  they  had  not  ignored  your  instructions  and  had  not  been 
idle  during  the  year,  but  had  given  due  consideration  to  and 
made  careful  examination  into  the  matter  referred  to  them, 
they  came  to  your  annual  meeting  with  a  showing,  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  which  was  manifest  to  you,  that  you  are  carrying  in 
your  present  plant  an  enormously  valuable  piece  of  real  estate 
which  is  not  only  of  no  advantage  to  you  but  entails  a  loss 
financially ;  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  this  is  a  source 
of  regret  to  us.  This  organization,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
should  not  continue  for  twenty-four  hours  to  own  the  Fifteenth 
Street  end  of  our  property  in  its  present  condition.  I  care  not 
what  may  be  done  with  it  so  that  it  is  utilized  to  advantage. 

Now,  the  situation  as  it  is  to-day  arose  in  that  way,  not  that 
your  Board  initiated  a  movement  for  the  expenditure  of  a  large 
amount  of  money,  but  that  having,  pursuant  to  your  instruc- 
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tions,  looked  into  the  matter,  they  came  back  to  you  with  a 
proposition  which  was  the  result  of  much  thought  among  them¬ 
selves  and  of  conferences  with  members  of  the  League. 

At  the  annual  meeting  Mr.  Stotesbury  made  certain  sugges¬ 
tions  which  appeared  to  me  as  having  great  value.  Incidentally 
he  suggested  in  that  peculiarly  forcible  way  in  which  he  can 
say  things  that  it  is  folly,  when  undertaking  to  build  a  house 
of  your  own,  for  you  to  consult  every  member  of  your  family 
and  relations  as  to  each  detail  of  its  construction.  His 
opinion  coincided  with  that  of  the  Board  when  he  said  that  when 
it  is  everybody’s  business  to  do  a  certain  thing  nothing  will  be 
done.  He  went  a  little  further  and  proposed  to  relegate  the 
matter  to  a  committee  of  the  League  rather  than  to  the  Board. 
That  proposition  has  been  considered,  I  have  thought  over 
it  for  the  past  month  and  I  conceive  that  there  is  real  merit  in 
it  and  have  incorporated  the  suggestion  of  a  committee  in  the 
amendment  I  am  going  to  propose.  Gentlemen,  it  remains  for 
you  to  determine  whether  you  want  to  have  anything  done  and, 
if  you  do,  how  much  you  want  done.  The  governing  consid¬ 
eration  for  your  action  is  that  you  have  a  non-productive 
property  which  will  be  a  loss  to  you  while  it  remains  unim¬ 
proved.  Now,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  it? 

I  present  an  amendment  which  is  practically  a  combination 
of  the  features  of  the  proposition  which  came  from  the  Board 
and  of  that  offered  by  Mr.  Stotesbury,  with  one  or  two  trivial 
additions.  One  of  those  additions  is  a  provision  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  to  be  appointed  not  by  the  President  of  the  League 
but  by  the  Board,  and  that  the  committee  shall  have  power  to 
employ  counsel,  architects  and  advisers  from  among  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  League;  the  understanding  being  that  if  taken 
from  the  membership  they  shall  be  compensated.  A  By-Law 
of  the  League  prohibits  a  member  of  the  Club  from  profiting 
pecuniarily  by  his  services  to  the  organization,  but  we  all  know 
that  if  that  prohibition  had  been  strictly  enforced  in  the  past 
it  would  have  deprived  us  of  valuable  aid,  because  members  of 
the  Club  have  been  compensated,  and  I  think,  properly,  for 
valuable  labors  for  the  Club. 

Another  feature  of  my  amendment  is  a  provision  for  a  mort¬ 
gage  of  11,250,000,  of  which  amount  it  is  contemplated  that  you 
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will  use  $25,000  in  redeeming  your  outstanding  bonds;  $600,000 
being  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  western  end  of  the 
property.  This  would  leave  about  $625,000  of  the  bonds,  under 
your  mortgage,  for  future  use.  If  the  mortgage  was  for  only 
$600,000  and  you  should  subsequently  want  to  make  additional 
improvements,  it  might  be  necessary  for  you  to  create  a  second 
lien  on  your  property  in  order  to  raise  the  additional  loan; 
whereas  by  making  provision  now  for  a  mortgage  of  one  million, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  you  need  issue  only 
bonds  to  such  an  amount  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  you 
sufficient  funds  for  the  improvement;  the  balance  of  the  bonds 
being  held  subject  to  the  action  of  the  League  in  further  im¬ 
proving  the  whole  property. 

Mr.  President,  with  your  permission  I  will  now  read  this 
combination  of  the  features  of  the  pending  resolutions,  and  I 
may  say  that  I  have  framed  it  with  no  personal  motive  in  view 
but  simply  that  the  members  may  have  all  the  light  on  the 
subject  that  it  is  possible  for  me  to  give  them.  They  will  be 
able,  as  I  read  it,  to  make  comparisons  with  the  two  sets  of 
resolutions  as  they  appear  in  the  printed  circular. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  and  directed  forthwith  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  persons  from  the  membership  of  the 
Union  League,  upon  which  committee,  when  so  ap¬ 
pointed,  shall  be  conferred  the  power  and  authority, 
by  virtue  of  their  appointment  and  by  virtue  of  these 
resolutions,  to  improve  the  League  property  by  build¬ 
ing  or  otherwise,  commencing  at  the  Fifteenth  Street 
front  and  extending  eastwardly  to  the  easterly  line  of 
the  Benson  Annex. 

Resolved  further,  That  all  matters  of  detail  as  to 
construction  and  equipment  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  referred  to  the  said  committee  when  so  ap¬ 
pointed,  with  full  power  to  the  said  committee  to  act 
in  respect  thereto,  provided  that  the  expense  of  the 
said  improvements  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  including  furnishings  and 
equipment. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  said  committee  shall 
have  power  to  employ  architects,  counsel  and  advisers 
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to  assist  them  in  preparing  for  and  making  the  said 
improvements;  and  that  they  may  select  architects, 
counsel  or  other  advisers  from  the  membership  of  the 
Union  League  or  otherwise  and  make  compensation 
for  their  services. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  said  committee  shall 
have  authority  and  power  to  bind  the  League  in  the 
making  of  the  said  improvements,  and  in  preparing 
for  the  same,  in  the  sum  of  not  exceeding  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars ;  Provided  further,  that  the  said 
committee  shall  have  authority  to  draw  on  the  funds 
of  the  Union  League  not  to  exceed  the  amount  named, 
by  vouchers  duly  signed  by  a  majority  of  said  com¬ 
mittee  drawn  on  the  treasurer  of  The  Union  League. 

Provided  further ,  That  the  Club  building  as  now 
occupied  (save  only  as  to  the  Benson  Annex)  shall 
not  be  disturbed  in  its  occupancy  during  the  progress 
of  the  work  on  said  improvements;  and  provided 
further,  that  in  the  new  construction  directed  to  be 
made  due  consideration  shall  be  had  to  a  possible  sub¬ 
sequent  harmonious  improvement  of  the  whole 
property. 

Provided  further,  That  on  any  vacancy  occurring  in 
the  membership  of  said  committee,  the  said  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  time 
being,  after  consultation  with  the  continuing  members 
of  the  said  committee. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  officers  of  The  Union 
League  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  execute 
a  mortgage  upon  the  real  estate  of  The  Union  League 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  a  trustee — the  said  mort¬ 
gage  to  be  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the 
usual  form  and  under  the  supervision  of  counsel,  to 
secure  bonds  of  The  Union  League  which  are  hereby 
authorized  to  the  amount  of  one  million,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  bearing  interest  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  5%  per  annum,  principal  and  interest 
payable  in  gold  coin  of  the  United  States,  clear  of  all 
taxes  that  may  be  imposed  by  the  United  States;  the 
same  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows:  Of  the  said  one 
million,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  said 
bonds,  fifty  thousand  dollars  thereof  shall  be  issued 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  used  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  in  the  redemption  of  outstanding  bonds  and  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  thereof  (or  so  much  thereof 
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as  shall  be  necessary)  shall  be  issued  as  determined  by 
said  Board,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  used  in  making 
the  improvements  provided  for  by  these  resolutions. 

Six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  said  bonds  (to¬ 
gether  with  such  other  bonds  as  may  remain  unissued, 
if  any,  on  the  completion  of  the  improvements  herein 
provided  for)  shall  be  held  by  the  trustee  named  in  the 
mortgage,  subject  to  disposal  only  by  the  future  action 
and  resolution  of  The  Union  Teague  taken  at  any 
annual  meeting  or  any  special  meeting  called  for  the 
purpose  of  the  consideration  of  their  disposal. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  forms  and  terms  of  the 
bonds  and  mortgages,  their  date  and  maturity  and  all 
provisions  providing  for  a  sinking  fund  or  other  means 
to  secure  their  gradual  redemption  shall  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are 
hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  said  bonds,  provided  that 
none  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  sold  for  less  than  par. 

I  have  modified  that  provision  of  the  resolutions  from  the 
Board  concerning  the  sale  of  bonds,  which  gave  the  members 
of  the  Teague  the  option  to  buy  the  bonds.  Mr.  Stotesbury 
suggested,  and  I  think  with  much  force,  that  if  that  option 
was  given  and  the  members  did  not  buy  them,  the  loan  would 
be  a  difficult  one  to  float,  and  he  proposed  that  the  bonds  be 
sold  at  par.  I  have  followed  his  suggestion  and  incorporated 
the  clause  to  that  effect. 

In  regard  to  another  point  the  thought  occurred  to  me,  as  it 
did  at  the  annual  meeting,  that  if  we  followed  the  original 
resolutions  of  the  Board,  instructing  your  Board  of  Directors  to 
make  these  expenditures,  we  would  be  confronted  by  the  By- 
Taw  which  requires  that  expenditures  shall  only  be  made  by 
the  relegation  of  the  matter  to  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board, 
in  which  event  an  amendment  of  the  By- Taws  would  be  involved 
of  which  several  months’  notice  would  be  necessary.  I  con¬ 
ceive  that  this  Club,  as  a  whole,  acting  at  an  adjourned  annual 
meeting,  has  the  power  to  instruct  the  Board  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  and  to  confer  upon  that  committee  all  the  powers  which 
these  resolutions  express. 

The  President. — What  is  the  gentleman’s  motion? 
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Hon.  William  W.  Porter. — I  move  the  adoption  of  these 
resolutions,  in  their  present  form  or  in  substance,  as  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  the  pending  resolutions  reported  by  the  Board  and 
the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Stotesbury.  I  did  not  hear 
Captain  Meigs’  resolutions,  as  read  by  him,  and  I  assume 
that  what  I  have  offered  will  supersede  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  F.  Carroll  Brewster,  Jr. — Mr.  President,  before  the 
vote  is  taken  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words.  I  think  that 
Judge  Porter’s  illustration  of  the  difficulty  of  a  builder  who 
consults  all  the  members  of  the  family  and  his  relatives  about 
how  a  house  shall  be  constructed  has  no  application  here  what¬ 
ever,  because  we  are  all  joint  owners  and  every  member  has  a 
right  to  be  consulted  and  should  be  given  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  concerning  the  expenditure  of  money  for  improvements, 
big  or  little. 

There  should  be  no  doubt  of  the  authority  of  an  annual  or 
adjourned  annual  meeting  to  bind  the  whole  membership  by 
whatever  action  it  may  take ;  but  I  suggest  that  in  view  of  the 
limited  capacity  of  this  room  to  accommodate  the  whole  mem¬ 
bership  and  the  fact  that  for  various  reasons  some  members 
are  uuable  to  be  here,  the  decision  of  this  important  question 
should  be  by  a  ballot  in  which  all  the  members  can  participate. 
By  that  means  every  one  would  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  It  occurs  to  me  that  if  there  ever  is  a  time  when  the 
principle  of  the  square  deal  should  be  invoked  it  is  upon  an 
occasion  such  as  this.  In  my  opinion  it  is  a  fatal  defect  of  the 
resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Stotesbury  and  Judge  Porter  that 
they  do  not  require  that  whatever  is  proposed  to  be  done  shall 
first  be  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  Teague  and  sanctioned 
by  their  ballots. 

The  position  taken  by  Judge  Porter  appears  to  me  to  be 
somewhat  inconsistent  because  he  and  his  fellow  members  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  did  not  comply  with  the  directions  given 
by  the  membership,  as  the  result  of  a  formal  ballot,  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  on  Fifteenth  Street;  and  the  orders  of  the 
Teague  in  that  matter  were  not  obeyed.  I  submit  that  the 
fact  that  the  measure  agreed  upon  by  the  ballots  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  has  not  been  carried  out  furnishes  an  additional  reason 
why  this  question  should  be  submitted  to  the  entire  member- 
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ship  and  decided  by  a  ballot.  Mr.  President,  I  call  for  a  vote 
on  Captain  Meigs’  resolutions. 

The  President. — We  must  follow  the  order  of  procedure 
according  to  parliamentary  usage  if  we  would  avoid  getting 
into  hopeless  confusion.  The  Chair  will  state  what  has  occurred 
in  the  order  in  which  it  occurred,  so  that  the  meeting  may  be 
able  to  vote  intelligently.  The  question,  in  the  first  instance, 
was  upon  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Stotesbury  as  an  amend¬ 
ment,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Captain  Meigs  to  amend  Mr. 
Stotesbury ’s  amendment  by  substituting  the  resolutions  he 
presented.  Pending  action  upon  that  motion  Judge  Porter 
presented  and  moved  the  adoption  of  certain  resolutions  as  a 
substitute  for  those  of  Mr.  Stotesbury.  His  motion  is  not  to 
amend  the  resolutions  of  Captain  Meigs,  which  immediately 
preceded  it;  and  it  is  Captain  Meigs’  resolutions  upon  which  a 
vote  must  first  be  taken.  Now,  gentlemen,  you  have  the 
order  in  which  the  respective  propositions  were  submitted; 
the  Chair  does  not  see  how  Judge  Porter’s  motion  can  be 
entertained  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Brewster. — I  move  that  the  preceding  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table  and  that  Captain  Meigs’  resolution  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  George  S.  Graham. — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  order  :  that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  preceding 
amendments,  if  adopted,  carries  with  it  the  entire  subject;  and 
unless  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  mover  to  do  that  we  may  be  led 
into  still  more  inextricable  confusion. 

Mr.  Brewster.— Mr.  President,  as  my  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  if  it  prevailed,  would  have  an  effect  to  confuse,  I  with¬ 
draw  it.  I  move  that  the  resolutions  of  Captain  Meigs,  being 
the  last  ones  submitted  and  therefore  having  precedence  over 
the  others,  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Graham. — Mr.  President,  I  present  another  question  of 
order.  Not  having  been  present  at  the  annual  meeting  I  may 
be  in  error  in  my  understanding  of  what  took  place  then,  but  I 
regard  the  resolutions  reported  from  the  Board  by  Judge  Porter 
as  the  primary  resolutions  before  this  meeting  and  Mr.  Stotes- 
bury’s  resolutions,  although  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  as  an 
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amendment  to  the  other  resolutions.  An  amendment  may  be 
made  by  a  substitution  in  whole  or  in  part  or  by  a  verbal  altera¬ 
tion.  Therefore  the  proposition  of  Captain  Meigs  is  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  an  amendment.  Any  further  amendment  is  not  in 
order  under  parliamentary  ruling. 

The  President. — The  point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman 
is  well  taken.  It  is  substantially  as  the  Chair  tried  to  explain, 
viz.,  that  the  resolutions  last  offered  by  Judge  Porter  cannot  be 
entertained  by  the  Chair  until  Captain  Meigs’  resolutions  are 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  Frank  M.  Riter. — Mr.  President,  I  ask  that  the  resolu¬ 
tions  on  which  a  vote  is  to  be  first  taken  be  again  read  for 
information. 

Secretary  Morgan  complied  with  the  request  by  reading 
Captain  Meigs’  resolutions. 

The  President  then  took  the  vote  and  (the  negative  respon¬ 
ses  predominating)  announced  that  Captain  Meigs’  resolutions 
w^ere  rejected. 

Mr.  Graham. — I  move  to  amend  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Stotesbury,  which  are  now  before  the  house,  by  striking  out 
the  last  resolution  which  reads  as  follows:  “ Resolved  further , 
That  any  vacancies  on  the  Committee  caused  by  death, 
resignation  or  otherwise,  are  to  be  filled  by  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Committee.” 

I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  the  creation  of  any  commission 
that  is  self -continuing,  self -appointing  and  permanent  in  its 
character.  Of  course  in  saying  this  I  am  only  expressing  my 
individual  sentiment. 

I  have  another  amendment,  which  I  shall  reserve  until  the 
one  I  have  moved  has  been  passed  upon. 

The  President  stated  the  question  upon  Mr.  Graham’s 
motion  and  invited  discussion. 

Mr.  Wieeiam  T.  Tieden. — Mr.  President,  I  ask  how  will 
vacancies  in  the  committee  be  filled  under  the  By-Laws. 

The  President. — Section  46,  of  Article  VII  of  the 
By-Laws,  defining  the  duties  of  the  President  of  the  League, 
states:  “He  shall  be  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Real 
Estate  Board  and  of  all  committees.  He  shall  appoint  all 


44 


Minutes — Adjourned  Annual  Meeting. 


committees  whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for 
by  these  By-Laws  or  by  the  rules  of  the  Board.”  The  Chair 
understands  that  the  President  is  to  appoint  all  committees 
whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  By- 
Laws  or  by  the  rules  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Keller. — Is  it  not  competent  for  us  to  provide 
for  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors? 

The  President. — The  pending  amendment  of  Mr.  Stotes- 
bury  contemplates  the  appointment  of  the  committee  by  the 
President.  The  meeting  may  order  otherwise. 

The  question  before  the  house  is  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Graham  to  strike  out  the  resolution  relating  to  the  filling  of 
vacancies  on  the  committee. 

(Calls  were  here  made  for  a  vote.) 

A  vote  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Graham  was  adopted 
with  but  few  negative  responses. 

Mr.  Graham. — I  now  move  to  amend  by  inserting  a  clause 
providing  that  any  vacancies  in  the  committee,  caused  by  death, 
resignation  or  otherwise,  are  to  be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Union  League. 

Mr.  Tilden. — If  Mr.  Graham  will  refer  to  Article  XI, 
Section  50,  relating  to  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board,  he 
will  find  this  provision:  “Any  vacancy  in  the  Board  shall  be 
filled  by  the  body  which  elected  the  member  whose  death  or 
retirement  shall  cause  the  vacancy.”  The  interpretation  of  the 
law  by  the  Chair,  viz.,  that  the  authority  which  creates  the 
committee  should  fill  any  vacancies  in  it,  is  in  harmony  with 
the  rule  governing  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board ;  and  if  the 
President  of  the  League  is  empowered  to  create  the  committee 
in  the  first  place,  he  certainly  ought  to  be  competent  to  fill  any 
vacancies  in  it. 

Mr.  Graham. — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  Riter. — Mr.  President,  I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  following : 

Resolved  further,  That  any  vacancies  in  the  com¬ 
mittee,  caused  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  filled  by  the  President  of  The  Union  League. 
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Several  Members  seconded  the  motion. 

A  vote  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Riter  was  carried  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Tilden. — Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  ask  a  question  for 
information.  The  first  of  Mr.  Stotesbury’s  resolutions  pro¬ 
vides  “That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
to  be  known  as  a  Building  Committee,  who  shall  have  full 
power  to  act  on  any  and  all  questions  in  connection  with  the 
improvements.”  The  By-Law  to  which  I  referred  a  moment 
ago,  concerning  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board,  contains  this 
requirement:  “They  shall  consider  and  report  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  upon  such  propositions  relating  to  any  building,  re¬ 
building  or  other  improvement  of  the  real  property  of  the 
corporation  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  referred  to 
them  for  consideration  and  report. ”  Judge  Porter  seems  to 
think  that  this  requirement  will  be  superseded  by  the 
action  of  this  meeting  in  adopting  Mr.  Stotesbury’s  resolu¬ 
tions.  I  ask  for  the  ruling  or  the  understanding  of  the  Chair 
upon  that. 

The  President. — The  Chair  is  prepared  to  state  his  view 
upon  a  first  impression.  I  take  it  that  when  a  committee 
created  by  the  League,  no  matter  what  it  may  be,  undertakes 
to  perform  certain  duties  that  have  been  regulated  by  a  by¬ 
law  and  committed  to  a  board  or  other  organization  of  this 
body,  they  are  obliged,  so  far  as  their  instructions  allow  them 
to  do  so,  to  obey  the  regulations  of  the  By-laws;  and  I  take  it 
that  any  committee  created  by  this  meeting  would  be  obliged, 
after  they  have  determined  upon  plans  they  propose  to  adopt, 
refer  their  plans  to  the  Board  of  Directors  with  a  view  of  their 
submission  to  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board  for  the  approval 
of  that  Board.  I  take  it  that  a  mere  majority  vote  of  the 
League  cannot  destroy  the  force  and  effect  of  a  by-law  as  to  a 
matter  which  the  by-law  purports  to  make  special  provision 
for.  That  is  my  view  as  at  present  advised. 

Mr.  Tilden. — Then,  Mr.  President,  I  move  to  amend  the 
first  of  Mr  Stotesbury’s  resolutions  by  adding  thereto,  after  the 
last  word,  “improvements,”  the  words  “subject  to  Article  XI, 
Section  50  (pertaining  to  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board),  viz., 
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*  *  *  “They  shall  consider  and  report  to  the  Board  of 

Directors  upon  such  propositions  relating  to  any  building,  re¬ 
building  or  other  improvement  of  the  real  property  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  referred  to  them 
for  consideration  and  report;  but  they  shall  not  expend  any 
moneys  of  the  corporation  nor  enter  into  any  contract  binding 
upon  the  corporation.  Any  vacancy  in  the  Board  shall  be 
filled  by  the  body  which  elected  the  member  whose  death  or 
retirement  shall  cause  the  vacancy.  Any  member  of  the 
Board  may  at  any  time  be  removed  from  office  by  the  corpora¬ 
tion  or  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors.’  ” 

Mr.  Edward  T.  StoTKSbury. — Having  been  a  member  of  the 
Advisory  Real  Estate  Board  I  am  familiar  with  the  limited 
scope  of  its  powers.  Frequently,  when  a  matter  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  it  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  it  would  devote  a  long 
time  to  the  discussion  of  it,  and  after  going  over  the  subject 
carefully  would  send  it  back  with  its  recommendation.  The 
Advisory  Real  Estate  Board  had  no  power  to  spend  money  but 
only  to  advise;  and  its  recommendations  or  suggestions  were 
often  turned  down  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  I  thought  of 
what  is  now  suggested  when  drafting  my  resolutions,  and  at  first 
I  was  inclined  to  incorporate  in  the  first  resolution  the  words, 
“after  consulting  with  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board,”  but, 
upon  reflecting  that  that  Board  had  no  power  and  that  its 
function  was  merely  an  advisory  one,  I  omitted  any  reference 
to  it. 

Now,  we  want  some  definite  action,  and  that  is  what  my 
amendment  contemplates.  I  do  not  think  it  is  open  to  the 
criticism  which  has  been  passed  upon  it.  One  member  here,  I 
think  it  was  Mr.  Brewster,  said  he  did  not  want  any  sharp 
practice  or  something  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Brewster. — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  use  that  phrase. 
The  expression  I  used  was  “a  square  deal.” 

Mr.  Stotesbury. — That  was  it,  “a  square  deal.”  I  have 
quite  an  interest  in  this  Club,  and  in  offering  this  proposition 
that  five  gentlemen  be  appointed  to  take  up  the  improvements 
it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  it  could  be  construed  as  anything 
but  a  square  deal. 
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Mr.  Brewster. — Permit  me  to  explain  that  what  I  meant 
by  a  “square  deal”  was  that  all  the  members  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  vote  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Tieden. — In  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  whether 
you  put  in  what  I  have  just  read  or  do  not  amounts  to  the 
same  thing,  but  putting  it  in  makes  the  resolution  more  clear. 

Hon.  E.  A.  Armstrong. — Mr.  President,  am  I  to  understand 
that  because  we  have  certain  By-Laws  the  membership  of  the 
League  cannot  here  to-night  direct  that  certain  improvements 
shall  be  made  unless  they  have  the  consent  thereto  of  either 
the  Board  of  Directors  or  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board? 

The  President. — The  Chair  did  not  intend  to  make  it  quite 
that  broad.  What  the  Chair  meant  to  say  was  that  where  it  is 
the  function  of  committees  or  boards  to  do  certain  things,  such 
as  the  improvement  of  the  property  or  any  other  work,  and 
they  are  limited  in  their  powers  by  the  By-Laws,  they  would 
be  bound  by  those  limitations.  That  is  what  the  Chair  meant 
to  say. 

Judge  Armstrong. — Our  By-Laws  provide,  as  I  understand 
it  (and  I  ask  for  information  on  this  point),  that  matters  relating 
to  improvements  may  be  referred  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board  who  shall  make  report  on  them 
to  the  Board  of  Directors.  This  is  the  annual  meeting  of  The 
Union  League.  Is  it  not  within  the  power  of  the  annual 
meeting  to  direct  either  of  those  boards  or  any  other  agency  of 
the  League  to  do  what  this  meeting  thinks  ought  to  be  done? 
As  I  understand  it,  this  annual  meeting  has  such  power  un¬ 
doubtedly;  and  upon  that  understanding  the  pending  resolu¬ 
tions  were  presented,  viz.,  the  resolutions  reported  from  the 
preceding  Board  by  Judge  Porter,  the  amendment  presented 
by  Mr.  Stotesbury  and,  following  them,  a  tentatively  suggested 
substitute  submitted  by  Judge  Porter.  Is  not  the  carrying  out 
of  any  one  of  those  propositions  within  the  legitimate  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  when  acting  in  accordance  with  a  vote 
of  this  meeting,  or  is  this  annual  meeting  limited  in  its  action  by 
the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board. 

The  President. — The  Chair  confesses  that  he  can  see  no 
reason  to  change  the  view  he  has  expressed. 

Mr.  Frank  M.  Riter. — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  who 
presented  the  last  series  of  resolutions  (Judge  Porter)  is  un- 


48 


Minutes — Adjourned  Annual  Meeting. 


fortunate  in  having  thrown  a  doubt  upon  the  legality  of  the 
whole  proceeding  therein  provided  for.  He  suggests  that  a 
by-law  may  be  evaded  but  makes  no  straightforward  propo¬ 
sition  to  meet  the  difficulty. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
My  explanation  was  not  only  straightforward  but  entirely 
warranted.  The  gentleman  misunderstood  me. 

The  President. — The  gentleman  (Mr.  Riter)  is  speaking 
upon  Judge  Porter’s  amendment,  which  is  not  now  before  the 
meeting. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  don’t  want  to  intrude  my¬ 
self  oftener  than  is  necessary  and  I  do  so  now  simply  to  call 
attention  to  the  present  situation.  Mr.  Stotesbury’s  resolutions 
are  offered  as  a  substitute  for  those  of  the  Board  but  they  are 
not  complete  as  they  stand.  That  gentleman  explained,  when 
he  offered  them  at  the  annual  meeting,  that  they  had  been  rather 
hastily  prepared,  having  been  drawn  by  him  to  correct  what  he 
regarded  as  certain  defects  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Board.  If 
they  are  now  to  be  treated  as  a  substitute,  they  are  defective  in 
that  they  do  not  indicate  what  the  improvements  shall  be. 
The  first  resolution  provides  that  a  committee  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  with  full  power  to  act  upon  the  improvements 
but  no  particular  improvements  are  named,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  resolutions  relate  to  the  issuing  of  the  bonds. 

I  now  offer  the  resolutions  I  read,  as  a  substitute,  for  the 
resolutions  before  the  meeting. 

The  President. — They  cannot  now  be  entertained  as  they 
are  not  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Tilden’s  amendment,  which  has 
not  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Riter  addressed  the  Chair. 

Judge  Porter. — I  will  ask  the  privilege,  a  little  later,  of 
speaking  further  upon  the  amendment  I  propose,  as  Mr.  Riter 
apparently  has  not  completed  what  he  has  to  say. 

Mr.  Riter. — I  would  like  to  have  the  privilege  of  speaking 
myself. 

The  President. — The  Chair  calls  the  attention  of  both 
gentlemen  to  the  fact  that  neither  is  discussing  the  pending 
question,  which  is  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tilden. 

If  there  is  no  further  discussion  the  Chair  will  take  a  vote 


Minutes — Adjourned  Annual  Meeting. 


49 


upon  Mr.  Tilden’s  amendment,  which  requires  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  shall  be  appointed  in  compliance  with  Article  XI, 
Section  50,  of  the  By-Laws. 

XI. — The  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board. 

50.  Silas  W.  Pettit,  James  C.  Brooks,  Charles  E. 
Pugh,  Robert  C.  Lippincott  and  Joseph  G.  Darlington, 
having  heretofore  been  elected  by  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  and  Samuel  S.  Sharp,  George  Watson,  James 
Butterworth  and  Harry  G.  Michener,  having  heretofore 
been  elected  by  the  corporation,  and  the  President 
of  the  corporation  ex  officio,  and  such  other  persons  as 
shall  hereafter  be  elected  as  the  successors  of  any  of  the 
persons  so  named,  shall  constitute  “The  Advisory  Real 
Estate  Board.’ ’  The  members  thereof  shall  severally 
continue  to  hold  office  so  long  as  they  shall  faithfully 
perform  the  duties  of  their  offices.  Six  members  of  the 
Board  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  They  shall  elect 
from  their  own  number  a  Chairman  and  a  Secretary. 
They  shall  consider  and  report  to  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  upon  such  propositions  relating  to  any  building, 
rebuilding,  or  other  improvement  of  the  real  property 
of  the  corporation,  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  have 
referred  to  them  for  consideration  and  report;  but  they 
shall  not  expend  any  moneys  of  the  corporation,  nor 
enter  into  any  contract  binding  upon  the  corporation. 

Any  vacancy  in  the  Board  shall  be  filled  by  the  body 
which  elected  the  member  whose  death  or  retirement 
shall  cause  the  vacancy.  Any  member  of  the  Board 
may  at  any  time  be  removed  from  office  by  the  corpo¬ 
ration  or  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

(The  vote  was  here  taken.) 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Tilden  was  rejected. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  now  move,  as  an  amend¬ 
ment,  the  resolutions  read  by  me. 

The  President. — As  the  resolutions  have  been  read,  the 
Chair  assumes  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  read  them  again. 

Mr.  Horace  Pettit. — Am  I  to  understand  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  contemplated  by  Judge  Porter’s  resolution  is  confined  to 
the  Fifteenth  Street  end  of  the  property? 

Judge  Porter. — It  is;  and  is  to  extend  as  far  east  as  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Benson  Annex,  provided  the  committee  shall 
see  fit  to  make  an  improvement  of  that  character  and  extent. 
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Mr.  Pettit. — Yes,  to  that  extent.  Where  is  the  line  of  the 
Benson  Annex? 

Judge  Porter. — The  eastern  side  of  the  proposed  improve¬ 
ment  would  come  along  the  west  end  of  the  present  billiard 
room  and  cafe. 

Mr.  Pettit. — Therefore  your  proposition  is  limited  to  the 
western  part  of  the  lot  and  to  that  only? 

Judge  Porter. — Yes,  sir;  and  the  character  of  the  improve¬ 
ment  is  left  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pettit. — I  understand  that.  Mr.  Stotesbury’s  propo¬ 
sition  is  not  restricted  to  any  part  of  the  League  property. 

The  President  invited  further  discussion  upon  Judge 
Porter’s  amendment. 

Mr.  Riter. — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  repeat  that  the  mover 
of  the  amendment  now  under  consideration  drew  a  cloud  upon 
its  title  when  he  stated,  in  substance,  that  it  was  in  effect  an 
evasion  of  one  of  the  By-Laws  of  this  organization.  Whether 
you  approve  of  the  general  purport  of  this  amendment  or  do 
not,  I  conceive  that  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  this  League 
shall  act  intelligently  and  correctly  in  respect  to  both  the 
business  and  the  legal  aspects  of  the  situation.  If  any  capable 
lawyer  in  Philadelphia  was  asked  for  his  opinion  upon  the 
legality  of  a  mortgage  upon  these  premises,  which  had  been 
executed  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  here,  he  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  to  say,  after  looking  at  our  By-Laws,  that  the 
resolutions  had  not  been  carefully  drawn  and  considered. 

In  view  of  the  eminent  legal  talent  of  the  President  of  this 
League  and  the  fact  that  he  has  stated  in  substance,  as  I  under¬ 
stand  it,  that  the  material  portion  of  the  resolutions  contra¬ 
vene  one  of  our  By-Laws,  it  would  seem  to  be  wise  that  the 
whole  matter  be  temporarily  postponed  and  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  draft  a  method  of  procedure  by  which  the 
proposed  improvements  may  be  properly  and  legally  authorized 
by  this  corporation.  It  may  involve  a  change  of  the  By-Laws. 

I  therefore  move,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  what  I  have 
stated,  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
report  a  resolution  prescribing,  as  to  form  and  substance,  a 
correct  method  of  providing  for  the  improvements. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  if  there  was  anything  in 
my  method  of  presenting  the  matter  which  has  caused  a  mis- 
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apprehension,  although  I  thought  my  statement  was  pretty 
direct,  I  will  make  my  meaning  more  clear.  I  claim  to  have 
been  right  in  what  I  said,  both  in  morals  and  in  law.  Under 
the  Sixth  By-Law  your  Board  of  Directors  is  limited,  in  its 
power  of  expenditure,  to  $10,000,  and  the  consent  thereto 
of  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board  is  required.  Therefore  I 
said  that  if  full  power  in  this  matter  is  given  to  your  Board 
of  Directors,  it  will  be  given  or  exercised  under  those  limi¬ 
tations,  but  if  this  Club,  by  a  vote  of  its  membership  in  annual 
meeting  assembled,  cannot  appoint  a  committee  with  full 
power  to  act,  then  I  am  ignorant  of  the  law  myself. 

Mr.  Graham. — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  make  an  inquiry 
and  a  suggestion  because  I  think  that,  however  eager  we  may 
be  to  reach  results,  it  is  better  to  make  haste  slowly  than  to 
commit  an  error  on  legal  grounds.  I  understood  Judge  Porter 
to  say  that  he  proposed  to  commit  to  a  committee,  independ¬ 
ently  of  the  requirements  of  the  By-Laws,  the  power  to  execute 
or  provide  for  the  execution  of  the  mortgage. 

Judge  Porter  interposed. — No,  my  proposition  is  that  this 
meeting  shall  authorize  the  Board  of  Directors  to  prepare  it 
and  that  the  mortgage  shall  be  executed  by  the  officers  of  the 
League. 

Mr.  Graham. — If  I  misunderstood  him  I  stand  corrected. 
I  meant  to  emphasize  the  thought  that  that  could  not  be  done. 

Accepting  the  gentleman's  statement  I  proceed  one  step 
further.  If  then  the  Board  must  act,  it  can  only  act  under 
the  limitations  of  By-Law  XI  of  the  Club.  This  meeting 
cannot  in  an  irregular  fashion  ignore  or  violate  a  By-Law.  If 
it  can  do  that  which  the  By-Law  prohibits,  without  first 
changing  the  By-Law,  why  do  we  have  other  By-Laws  pre¬ 
scribing  that  changes  or  amendments  of  them  shall  only  be 
made  in  a  certain  form?  Let  us  make  haste  slowly  but  surely. 

The  President. — The  proposition  of  Mr.  Riter  cannot,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  be  entertained  at  this  time  for  the 
reason  that  three  motions  are  pending.  The  first  or  original 
motion  was  made  by  Judge  Porter,  at  the  annual  meeting,  in 
presenting  the  resolutions  recommended  by  the  Board;  the 
second  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stotesbury  in  offering  as  an 
amendment  the  resolutions  he  submitted,  and  the  third  motion 
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was  made  by  Judge  Porter,  at  this  meeting,  to  amend  Mr. 
Stotesbury’s  amendment  by  substituting  for  that  gentleman’s 
resolutions  certain  others.  This  latter,  being  an  amendment 
to  an  amendment,  is  in  order,  as  the  Chair  understands  par¬ 
liamentary  rules.  The  amendment  now  offered  by  Mr.  Riter 
is  removed  one  degree  beyond  the  range  of  admissible  amend¬ 
ments  and  therefore  cannot  be  acted  upon  at  this  time.  The 
question  will  be  taken  first  upon  Judge  Porter’s  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stotesbury. 

Mr.  Riter. — Then  do  I  understand,  Mr.  President,  that  if 
Judge  Porter’s  resolutions  are  defeated  my  motion  will  be 
in  order? 

The  President. — An  amendment  to  an  amendment  will 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  B.  Frank  Ceapp. — Mr.  President,  according  to  this 
amendment  of  Judge  Porter’s,  we  are  authorizing  an  expendi¬ 
ture  of  $600,000  without  knowing  how  the  money  is  to  be 
expended  other  than  that  it  is  to  be  spent  on  the  western  end 
of  the  lot.  Whether  we  are  to  have  a  stable  or  a  club-house 
there  we  are  not  to  be  told  at  this  time. 

(Repeated  calls  were  here  made  for  a  vote.) 

Dr.  Geo.  Strawbridge. — Mr.  President,  I  suggest  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  order  based  upon  what  has  been  said  concerning  Judge 
Porter’s  resolutions  being  in  conflict  with  the  By-Daws.  I  ask 
for  a  ruling  of  the  Chair  upon  whether  the  point  of  order  is 
well  taken,  that  Judge  Porter’s  resolutions  are  out  of  order. 

The  President. — The  Chair  did  not  understand  that  any 
member  had  raised  a  point  of  order  upon  the  resolutions. 

Dr.  Strawbridge. — I  have  just  raised  it. 

The  President. — Then  the  Chair  can  only  say  that  he  has 
no  desire  to  change  the  opinion  he  expressed  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance.  He  may  be  wrong,  but  in  his  judgment  the  only  way 
to  incur  this  indebtedness  is  under  the  By-Laws  as  they  stand, 
and  the  organization  is  bound  by  the  present  By-Laws  until 
it  changes  them.  At  the  same  time  the  Chair  is  not  prepared 
to  refuse  to  entertain  the  amendment  offered  by  Judge  Porter, 
for  the  reason  that  if  he  did  so  upon  a  technical  question  of 
order  (as  to  which  he  might  be  mistaken  in  his  ruling),  the 
organization  would  have  no  opportunity  to  pass  upon  the 
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merits  of  the  proposition.  The  Chair  will  therefore  overrule 
the  objection  and  submit  the  question  upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PETER  Boyd. — Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  say  that, 
notwithstanding  his  opinion  (which  will  be  backed  by  every 
lawyer  here)  that  this  proposition  may  impair  the  validity  of 
any  mortgage  executed  in  pursuance  of  it,  he  will  still  permit 
the  proposition  to  go  before  the  meeting? 

The  President. — Certainly,  because,  after  all,  no  matter 
what  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  is,  the  question  would  not  be 
raised  in  that  way.  You  would  discover  the  difficulty  when 
some  one  undertook  to  negotiate  the  mortgage.  (Merriment.) 

The  Chair  is  unconscious  of  having  said  anything  amusing. 
He  only  wanted  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  thought 
he  ought  not  to  refuse  the  meeting  a  chance  to  act  upon  Judge 
Porter’s  proposition  and,  if  it  was  adopted,  to  have  the  legal 
point  presented  to  the  lawyer  of  an  intending  purchaser  of  the 
mortgage,  if  the  League  chose  to  execute  it.  The  Chair  will 
add  that  he  has  no  desire  to  change  his  opinion  and,  whether 
that  opinion  is  right  or  wrong,  he  will  not  rule  this  amendment 
out  of  order. 

Judge  Armstrong. — Mr.  President,  may  we  have  read  for 
information  Paragraph  43  of  our  By-Laws,  which  sets  forth  the 
limitations  upon  the  powers  of  the  Board?  We  will  then  know 
just  what  those  limitations  are. 

Secretary  Morgan  (by  request  of  the  Chair)  read  the 
following  from  Article  VI,  under  the  head  of  “Limitations  of 
the  Powers  of  the  Board,”  viz.: 

“43.  The  Board  shall  not  have  power — 

(1) .  To  alien  or  encumber  the  real  property  of  the 
corporation ; 

(2) .  Or  to  expend  the  corporate  funds  in  any 
building,  rebuilding,  or  other  improvement  of  the  real 
property  of  the  corporation,  or  to  enter  into  any  con¬ 
tract  therefor,  without  a  previous  reference  to,  and 
report  thereon  from,  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board: 
Provided,  however,  that  any  contract  or  expenditure 
for  building,  rebuilding,  or  other  improvements,  in¬ 
volving  an  outlay  in  excess  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
shall  first  be  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  corpo¬ 
ration.” 
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Mr.  Graham. — In  view  of  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  (for  whom 
as  a  lawyer  and  a  presiding  officer  we  all  entertain  the  most 
profound  respect,  and  in  whose  opinion  I  think  every  lawyer 
in  this  house  will,  upon  reflection,  concur)  I  ask  what  is  the  use 
of  this  great  and  dignified  organization  trifling  with  this  question 
and  passing  a  resolution  as  an  experiment.  You  have  in  the 
resolutions  that  have  come  from  the  Board  of  Directors  an 
effective  method  of  carrying  out  what  seems  to  be  the  purpose 
of  this  body.  Those  resolutions  contemplate  giving  to  the 
Board,  which  properly  exercises  the  executive  functions  of  this 
Club,  full  authority  in  the  matter;  and  when  those  resolutions 
are  approved  by  this  meeting  they  will  go  back  to  a  body  that 
is  qualified  to  take  action.  The  only  material  difference  that  I 
see  in  the  propositions  is  that  between  the  Board  being  autho¬ 
rized  and  a  committee  being  authorized  to  act.  As  one  of  those 
who  voted  for  the  present  Board  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  that 
Board  represents  a  majority  of  this  body  and  they  are  in  office 
for  a  specified  time,  this  Club  should  give  a  vote  that  may  have 
the  effect  of  stultifying  them.  Let  us  give  them  the  authority 
not  only  in  general  but  as  to  details  which  we  may  see  fit  to 
prescribe.  Do  not  let  us  trifle  with  self -constituted  committees 
or  independent  committees  but  let  us  put  the  regular  officers  of 
the  League  to  work,  and  let  them  do  that  which  is  your  desire 
in  this  matter. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Stotesbury,  immature  as  they  appear  to  be  on  their  face,  with 
no  provision  as  to  how  or  when  these  improvements  shall  begin 
or  be  carried  on,  are  decidedly  inferior  to  those  which  emanated 
from  your  Board,  which  fix  a  limitation  of  the  expenditure  and 
propose  to  begin  work  on  the  unsightly  rear  end  of  your  prop¬ 
erty  and  give  it  a  better  appearance.  Let  that  be  done.  Vote 
down  these  amendments  and  pass  the  resolutions  of  the  Board. 

I  would  like  to  see  a  resolution  added,  if  possible,  to  require 
that,  before  final  action  is  taken  by  the  Club,  the  plans  that 
may  be  ultimately  conceived  and  prepared  shall  be  presented 
to  this  League  for  inspection;  and  that  a  special  meeting  shall 
be  called  at  which  the  majority  shall  determine  upon  the  plan 
that  is  to  be  carried  into  effect.  The  cardinal  American  princi¬ 
ple  of  government,  in  deliberative  bodies  as  elsewhere,  is  by 
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majorities;  and  that  is  the  principle  of  this  League.  I  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  thought  that  was  expressed  here  to-night 
that  it  is  useless  to  be  compelled  to  consult  every  member  upon 
these  matters  as  a  man  would  consult  the  members  of  his  family 
and  relatives  about  a  house  he  proposed  to  build.  I  want  to 
say  that  every  man  in  this  League,  I  care  not  how  humble  he 
may  be,  is  the  equal  of  every  other  man  in  the  League  as  to  his 
right  to  vote  and  as  to  the  expression  of  his  opinion  upon  these 
improvements. 

Captain  S.  EmlEn  Meigs. — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  members  of  the  League,  before  Judge  Porter’s 
resolutions  are  voted  upon,  to  the  prohibition  in  Article  VI, 
Section  43,  which  reads:  “The  Board  shall  not  have  power 

*  *  *  to  expend  the  corporate  funds  in  any  building, 

rebuilding  or  other  improvement  of  the  real  property  of  the 
corporation,  or  to  enter  into  any  contract  therefor  without  a 
previous  reference  to,  and  report  thereon  from,  the  Advisory 
Real  Estate  Board.”  I  do  not  think  that  Judge  Porter’s  reso¬ 
lutions  make  any  mention  of  the  Advisory  Real  Estate  Board. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a  question  of  privi¬ 
lege.  The  Chair  having  cast  a  doubt  upon  the  legality  of  my 
amendment  on  the  ground  that  it  is  in  violation  of  a  By-Law, 
I  do  not  desire,  in  the  face  of  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  to  press 
my  proposition;  and  I  ask  leave  of  the  house,  in  view  of  that 
ruling,  to  withdraw  my  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  President. — Is  there  any  objection  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  amendment?  The  Chair  hears  none.  The  amendment 
is  withdrawn. 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  are  back  to  where  we  started  at  the 
opening  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  J.  H.  McNeal. — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Union  League  be  given  full  authority,  with 
the  assistance  of  an  architect  selected  by  the  Board  and  with 
legal  advice,  to  cause  to  be  prepared  two  separate  plans  for  the 
improvement  of  the  League  property;  one  to  embrace  an  im¬ 
provement  from  Fifteenth  Street  to  the  Benson  Annex,  and  the 
other  an  improvement  of  the  entire  property;  further,  that 
after  the  completion  of  such  plans  and  their  inspection  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  a  special  meeting  of  the  League  shall  be 
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called  by  the  Board,  at  which  authority  may  be  asked  for  the 
execution  of  a  mortgage  upon  the  League  property  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  determined  by  the  League,  together  with 
the  issue  of  sufficient  bonds  to  include  either  the  minor  improve¬ 
ment  or  the  improvement  of  the  whole  property. 

The  President. — Does  the  gentleman  offer  that  as  an 
amendment  or  an  original  motion? 

Mr.  McNeae. — I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  any  motion 
before  the  meeting. 

The  President. — The  resolutions  recommended  by  the 
Board  and  Mr.  Stotesbury’s  amendment  are  still  pending. 

Mr.  McNeal. — Then  I  offer  it  as  an  amendment  to  Mr. 
Stotesbury’s  amendment. 

The  President. — Is  the  amendment  seconded?  The  Chair 
hears  no  response.  Not  being  seconded,  the  amendment  falls. 

Mr.  Riter. — I  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the  pending 
amendment,  that  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to 
take  into  consideration  the  legal  questions  and  difficulties 
involved  in  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  By-Laws,  and 
to  report  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  to  be  called  by  the  Chair, 
a  correct  method  of  procedure. 

Several  Members  seconded  the  motion. 

The  President  took  the  vote  upon  Mr.  Riter’s  motion  and 
(the  negative  responses  largely  predominating)  announced 
that  the  motion  was  lost.  He  added  that  the  question  re¬ 
curred  on  Mr.  Stotesbury’s  amendment. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Crawford. — I  ask,  Mr.  President,  if  the  By-Laws 
do  not  contain  the  usual  provision  that  they  may  be  amended 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  without  the  two  months’  notice. 

The  President. — Article  XVIII,  Section  60,  in  regard  to 
amendments,  provides  as  follows :  ‘  ‘A  proposed  amendment  of, 
or  addition  to,  these  By-Laws  shall  be  filed  with  the  Secretary, 
and  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  on  or  before  the  second 
Monday  of  November.  A  printed  copy  thereof  shall  be  mailed 
to  every  member  not  later  than  the  first  Monday  of 
December,  if,  at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  second 
Monday  of  December,  it  shall  be  adopted  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  voting,  it  shall  become  a  part  of  these 
By-Laws.”  That  is  the  only  method  of  amending  the  By- 
Laws  that  is  known  to  the  Chair. 
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Mr.  B.  Frank  Clapp. — Mr.  President,  I  understood  Mr. 
Stotesbury  to  say,  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  that  he 
thought  all  the  improvements  which  were  now  necessary 
would  cost  probably  $150,000.  His  amendment  now  before 
the  meeting  authorizes  an  expenditure  of  $750,000. 

Mr.  Stotesbury. — The  text  of  the  resolution  is  “$750,000 
or  such  amount  thereof  as  may  be  necessary.”  It  does  not 
say  that  the  amount  named  shall  be  expended. 

Mr.  Clapp. — But  I  don’t  think  the  League  would  agree  to 
authorize  the  raising  of  $750,000  when  probably  not  more  than 
$200,000,  at  the  most,  would  be  made  use  of. 

The  President  again  stated  the  question  upon  Mr.  Stotes- 
bury’s  amendment  and,  after  taking  the  vote  upon  it,  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

(A  count  by  uplifted  hands  was  called  for  and  tellers  were 
also  asked  for.) 

The  President  suggested  a  count  by  tellers  as  the  more 
satisfactory  method. 

Mr.  Wm.  H.  SmedlEy. — We  don’t  know  what  we  are  voting 
upon.  What  was  the  question? 

The  President. — The  original  proposition  is  set  forth  on 
the  first  page  and  in  four  lines  of  the  second  page  of  the  printed 
circular.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Stotesbury  comprises  the 
first  resolution  of  two  and  a  half  lines  on  the  second  page  and 
three  resolutions  of  the  annual  meeting,  for  which  he  proposes 
to  substitute  the  three  resolutions  on  the  third  page  of  the 
circular,  and  his  amendment  also  includes  the  fourth  resolu¬ 
tion  on  that  page,  which  has  been  amended  by  this  meeting. 
Those  who  vote  for  his  amendment  will  vote  to  substitute  it 
in  the  place  of  the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  Warren  G.  Griffith. — I  ask  for  general  information 
whether  the  amendment  is  not  antagonistic  to  the  original 
motion,  as  it  would  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee  while  the 
original  motion  refers  it  to  the  Board. 

The  President. — The  purpose  of  an  amendment  usually 
conflicts  in  some  way  with  that  of  an  original  motion.  It 
does  in  this  instance. 

Dr.  Walter  L.  Pyle. — Mr.  President,  I  don’t  think  that 
one-half  of  the  members  understood  what  they  voted  upon. 
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If  you  will  announce  that  we  are  to  vote  on  Mr.  Stotesbury’s 
amendment,  I  think  you  will  have  no  trouble  in  finding  a 
division. 

The  President  repeated  his  statement  of  the  question  and 
appointed  as  tellers  to  take  the  vote  Messrs.  Chas.  S.  Forsyth 
and  Peter  Boyd. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  ask,  upon  a  point  of 
order,  wherein  does  this  amendment  escape  violating  the 
By-Law  if  my  amendment  violated  it,  as  the  Chair  ruled  ? 

Judge  Armstrong. — It  does  not  escape,  Mr.  President. 

The  President. — The  point  of  order  is  a  little  late,  as  the 
taking  of  the  vote  has  been  ordered. 

Mr.  Graham. — Mr.  President,  would  it  be  in  order  to  say 
this:  The  adoption  of  the  amendment  carries  with  it  all  the 
legal  difficulties  that  were  attendant  upon  the  resolutions 
which  Judge  Porter  considerately  withdrew.  The  defeat  of  the 
amendment  will  facilitate  the  adoption  of  the  original  motion, 
which  I  conceive  to  be  the  aim  of  the  members  here  who  want 
some  progress  made  with  the  improvements. 

(The  taking  of  the  vote  was  here  proceeded  with,  the  affirm¬ 
ative  side  falling  in  line  and  being  counted  as  they  passed  be¬ 
tween  the  tellers.  In  order  to  economize  time  the  negative 
side  was  taken  by  an  uplifting  of  hands.  The  tellers  reported 
as  the  result:  In  favor  of  the  amendment,  55;  opposed  to  it, 
150.) 

Mr.  Stotesbury’s  amendment  was  therefore  lost. 

The  President. — The  original  proposition,  as  submitted 
by  the  Board  at  the  annual  meeting,  is  before  the  body. 

Mr.  Graham. — A  change  of  phraseology  is  necessary  in  one 
instance  because  of  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  resolutions  were 
drafted.  The  first  resolution  contains  the  words  “the  incoming 
Board  be  authorized,”  etc.,  and  if  that  phrase  is  retained,  the 
effect  of  it  would  be  to  postpone  the  improvements  for  a  year 
or  until  the  next  Board  came  in.  The  authority  is  to  be  given 
to  the  present  Board.  I  move,  therefore,  to  strike  out  “in¬ 
coming.” 

The  President  took  the  vote,  when 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Graham  was  carried  without  dissent. 

Mr.  TiedEn. — The  amendment  should  have  included  an 
insertion  of  the  words  “of  Directors”  after  the  word  “Board.” 
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The  President. — That  might  be  taken  for  granted  and  the 
words  may  be  inserted  by  unanimous  consent.  Is  there 
objection  to  including  the  words  as  a  part  of  the  motion  just 
adopted?  The  Chair  hears  none.  They  will  be  considered 
as  having  been  a  part  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Riter. — I  move  to  amend  the  first  resolution  by  striking 
out,  after  the  word  “property,”  the  words  “commencing  at  the 
Fifteenth  Street  front,  and  extending  eastwardly  not  further 
than  the  easterly  line  of  the  Benson  Annex.”  The  resolution, 
as  amended,  will  read,  “ Resolved ,  That  the  Board  of  Directors 
be  and  it  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  improve  the 
League  property.” 

Several  Members  seconded  the  motion. 

The  President  put  the  question  to  a  vote,  when  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Riter  was  adopted  with  but  few  negative  responses. 

Mr.  Horace  Pettit. — I  move  to  amend  the  second  resolu¬ 
tion  by  striking  out  “$600,000”  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
“$1,000,000.” 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  President  put  the  question  to  a  vote,  when  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Pettit  was  defeated. 

Mr.  Graham. — I  would  like  to  present  a  final  amendment  or 
one  which,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  will  be  final,  viz.,  to  insert 
the  following: 

Resolved  further ,  That  before  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  take  final  action,  the  plan  of  the  improvement 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  League,  to  be  voted  on, 
approved  or  rejected,  at  a  meeting  called  for  that 
purpose. 

Several  Members  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Crawford. — I  ask  Mr.  Graham  if  he  intends  that 
the  vote  shall  be  taken  at  a  meeting  or  that  it  shall  be  by  ballot. 
In  the  latter  case  every  member  can  have  several  hours  in  which 
to  give  his  vote.  I  presume  he  means  that  it  shall  be  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Graham. — No;  it  seems  to  me  that  if  every  member 
has  notice  of  it  and  then  any  of  them  does  not  see  fit  to  attend 
the  meeting  it  will  be  his  fault  or  his  loss.  If  a  meeting  is 
called  it  may  be  a  more  expeditious  way  and  there  might  be 


60 


Minutes — Adjourned  Annual  Meeting. 


something  said  or  submitted,  but  this  could  not  happen  if  there 
was  simply  a  ballot. 

The  President  put  the  amendment  to  a  vote,  but  after 
hearing  the  responses,  hesitated  to  give  a  decision. 

The  vote  was  then  given  by  an  uplifting  of  hands,  and 
Secretary  Morgan  (by  request  of  the  Chair)  made  the  count, 
which  he  reported  as  follows:  affirmative,  128;  negative,  72. 

The  amendment  was  therefore  adopted. 

The  President.— We  now  have  the  original  resolution  of  the 
Board  as  amended. 

Mr.  Riter. — I  ask  that  they  be  read. 

Secretary  Morgan  read  the  amended  resolutions  at  length. 

Mr.  Graham. — Mr.  President,  I  call  attention  to  what  may 
have  been  an  error,  made  inadvertently,  in  the  fourth  resolu¬ 
tion  relating  to  the  issue  of  the  bonds.  The  language  is,  “prin¬ 
cipal  and  interest  payable  in  gold  coin  of  the  United  States, 
clear  of  all  taxes  that  may  be  imposed  by  the  United  States.” 
I  presume  it  was  intended  to  include  “and  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania”;  or  was  it  intended  to  have  those  bonds  subject  to  a  tax 
by  this  State? 

The  President.— The  Chair  can  say  that  that  resolution 
was  copied  verbatim  from  the  resolution  authorizing  the  pres¬ 
ent  mortgage,  which  was  made  in  1894.  There  was  no  cove¬ 
nant  in  that  mortgage  in  respect  to  a  State  tax.  This  fourth 
resolution,  as  you  find  it  on  the  first  page  of  the  circular,  is  a 
copy  of  the  one  that  is  in  the  mortgage  securing  the  present 
bonds. 

Mr.  Graham. — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words, 
“and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.” 

Mr.  Tilden. — Would  not  that  make  the  bonds  cost  the  Club 
practically  5X\%?  The  resolution  as  it  stands  makes  them 
cost  the  Club  5%.  In  other  words,  under  the  resolution,  the 
purchaser  of  a  bond  would  have  to  pay  the  State  tax,  and  under 
the  amendment  the  Club  would  have  to  pay  it. 

The  President  put  the  question  to  a  vote,  when  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Graham  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Riter. — Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  a 
possible  legal  difficulty,  I  move  to  amend  the  second  resolution 
by  inserting,  in  the  third  line,  after  the  word  “thereto,”  the 
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words  “in  accordance  with  existing  laws”;  so  that  it  will  read: 
“That  all  matters  of  detail  as  to  construction  and  equipment  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  referred  to  the  said  Board  with  full 
power  to  act  in  respect  thereto,  in  accordance  with  existing 
By-Laws.”  That  relieves  it  of  any  legal  difficulty. 

The  President  put  the  question  to  a  vote,  when  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Riter  was  lost. 

Mr.  Riter. — I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

(The  call  was  not  seconded.) 

Colonel  William  J.  Elliott. — Mr.  President,  the  first  reso¬ 
lution  was  amended  so  as  to  read,  “That  the  Board  of  Directors 
be  and  it  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  improve  the 
Teague  property.”  The  words  which  followed,  viz.,  “com¬ 
mencing  at  the  Fifteenth  Street  front,  and  extending  east- 
wardly  not  further  than  the  easterly  line  of  the  Benson  Annex,” 
have  been  stricken  out.  The  third  resolution  contains  these 
words,  “That  the  Club  building  as  now  occupied  shall  not  be 
disturbed  in  its  occupancy  during  the  progress  of  the  work  on 
the  improvement.”  Unless  those  words  are  stricken  out  they 
would  virtually  prohibit  the  Board  of  Directors  from  making 
any  improvements  in  the  main  building  and  would  confine 
their  operations  to  the  Fifteenth  Street  end. 

I  therefore  move  to  amend  the  third  resolution  by  striking 
out  the  words  I  have  just  read  with  the  additional  words  “ Pro¬ 
vided  further ”;  so  that  the  resolution  will  read:  “ Provided 
further ,  That  in  the  new  construction  directed  to  be  made,  due 
consideration  shall  be  had  of  a  possible  subsequent  harmonious 
improvement  of  the  whole  property.” 

Several  Members  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Riter. — Mr.  President,  as  a  point  of  order,  I  ask  the 
Chair  whether  his  opinion  is  the  same,  regarding  this  resolution 
as  it  now  stands,  as  it  was  in  regard  to  the  resolution  of  Judge 
Porter  which  was  objected  to. 

The  President. — In  what  respect? 

Mr.  Riter. — As  to  whether  the  legal  status  of  the  situation 
does  not  present  all  the  difficulties  that  were  presented  before. 

The  President. — The  Chair  thinks  not  because  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  as  the  Chair  understands  it,  is  proceeding  here  under  the 
By-Taws  and  referring  the  whole  matter  primarily  to  the 
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Board  of  Directors;  and  the  Board  of  course  is  bound  by  the 
rules  and  By-Laws  which  the  organization  has  imposed. 

Judge  Porter. — Mr.  President,  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  resolutions  relating  to  the  sale  of  the  bonds. 

The  President. — Excuse  me — Colonel  Elliott  has  made  a 
motion  which  is  not  disposed  of. 

(After  putting  the  question  to  a  vote,  in  which  the  affirmative 
responses  predominated,  the  Chair  added:) 

The  motion  of  Colonel  Elliott  is  carried. 

Judge  Porter. — In  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by 
gentlemen  who  know  something  about  the  sale  of  bonds,  and  in 
order  that  the  bonds  may  be  sold  with  freedom  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  fifth  and  sixth  resolutions,  on  the  first  page 
of  the  circular,  which  give  the  members  the  option  to  subscribe 
for  the  bonds  in  advance  and  prohibit  a  sale  for  less  than  par; 
and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are 
hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  said  bonds,  provided  that 
none  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  sold  for  less  than  par. 


The  President. — The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of 
Judge  Porter,  viz.,  to  substitute  for  the  fifth  and  sixth  resolu¬ 
tions  a  resolution  which  appeared  in  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Stotesbury. 

(A  vote  was  taken  without  discussion.) 

The  amendment  of  Judge  Porter  was  adopted  with  but  one 
response  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alba  B.  Johnson  the  resolutions  were 
adopted  as  a  whole;  the  vote  being  almost  unanimous. 

The  resolutions,  as  finally  adopted,  are  as  follows : 


Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  it 
hereby  is  authorized  and  directed  to  improve  the 
League  property. 

Resolved  further,  That  all  matters  of  detail  as  to  con¬ 
struction  and  equipment  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
referred  to  the  said  Board  with  full  power  to  act  in 
respect  thereto ;  provided  the  expense  of  the  said  im- 
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provement  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $600,000, 
including  furnishings. 

Resolved  further ,  That  in  the  new  construction 
directed  to  be  made,  due  consideration  shall  be  had  of 
a  possible  subsequent  harmonious  improvement  of  the 
whole  property. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  officers  of  The  Union 
League  be  and  they  are  hereby  atuhorized  to  execute 
a  mortgage  upon  the  real  estate  of  The  Union  League, 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  trustee;  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  the  usual  form, 
under  the  supervision  of  counsel  of  The  Union  League, 
to  secure  bonds  of  The  Union  League,  which  are  here¬ 
by  authorized  to  the  amount  of  one  million  dollars 
($1,000,000),  bearing  interest  to  be  determined  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  principal  and  interest  payable  in  gold  coin  of 
the  United  States,  clear  of  all  taxes  that  may  be  im¬ 
posed  by  the  United  States ;  and  of  the  said  one  million 
dollars  ($1,000,000)  of  said  bonds,  six  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  ($650,000)  thereof  shall  be  issued 
as  determined  by  the  said  Board,  and  the  proceeds 
thereof  used  by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  outstanding  bonds  and  to  provide  the  funds 
required  to  improve  the  League  property  as  herein¬ 
above  authorized. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  are 
hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  said  bonds,  provided  that 
none  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  sold  for  less  than  par. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  terms  and  forms  of  the 
bonds  and  mortgage,  their  date  and  maturity,  and  all 
provisions  providing  for  a  sinking  fund  or  other  means 
to  secure  their  gradual  redemption,  shall  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Resolved  further,  That  before  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  take  final  action,  the  plan  of  the  improvement 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  League,  to  be  voted  on, 
approved  or  rejected,  at  a  meeting  called  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Graham. — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  when  this  meeting 
adjourns  it  shall  adjourn  to  meet,  at  the  call  of  the  Chair,  to 
consider  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Board. 

I  make  this  motion  in  order  that  the  next  meeting  may  be  a 
continuation  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  League. 

The  motion  was  carried  without  dissent. 
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Minutes — Adjourned  Annual  Meeting. 


On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  reassemble  at  the  call 
of  the  Chair. 


GEORGE  P.  MORGAN, 

Secretary. 


January  6,  1908. 


FORTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF 


THE  UNION  LEAGUE  OF  PHILADELPHIA 


November  1,  1907. 


To  the  Members  of  The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  By-haws,  your  Board 
of  Directors  respectfully  submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  October  31,  1907,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  Treas¬ 
urer,  and  of  the  House,  Guest,  Finance  and  Library  Committees 
and  of  the  Art  Association. 

The  Committee  on  Membership  has  performed  its  important 
duties,  with  its  accustomed  promptness,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 

(65) 
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of  the  Board.  The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of 
members  and  guests  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year,  and  the  changes  during  that  time : 

Active  members  October  31,  1906 .  1,984 

Deaths . 48 

Resignations . 12 

Declined  to  qualify.. .  1 

Suspensions .  3 

Transferred  to  Active  Life  Roll .  1 

—  65 

1,919 

Elected  during  the  year .  65 

Active  members  October  31,  1907 . . .  1,984 

Life  members  October  31,  1906 .  149 

Elected  during  the  year. .  1 

Life  members  October  31,  1907 .  150 

Members  on  the  Army,  Navy  and  Consular  Roll,  October  31 , 1906....  39 

Death .  1 

Resignations . 10 

—  11 

28 

Elected  during  the  year.. .  1 

Members  on  the  Army,  Navy  and  Consular  roll  October  31, 1907  29 

Honorary  members  October  31,  1907 .  5 

There  were  no  changes  in  Honorary  members  during  the  year. 

Number  of  guests  on  the  Clerical  Roll,  October  31,  1906 .  98 

Death .  1 

Resignation. . 1 

—  2 

96 

Elected  during  the  year.. .  11 

Guests  on  the  roll  October  31,  1907 .  107 

The  names  on  the  “Register  of  Candidates  for  Membership” 
October  31,  1907,  numbered  2577. 
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The  Treasurer’s  report  exhibits  the  receipts  and  disburse¬ 
ments  for  the  fiscal  year,  and  a  statement  of  the  assets  and 
liabilities  at  its  close.  The  certificate  of  the  Auditors  is  appended. 

The  indebtedness  of  The  Union  League,  October  31, 

1907,  amounts  to .  $63,000.00 

Made  up  as  follows: 

18  Bonds,  third  series,  maturing  March  1,  1909 .  $18,000.00 

45  Bonds,  fourth  series,  maturing  March  1,  1914__„  45,000.00 


The  report  of  the  House  Committee  gives  the  details  of  the 
management  of  the  several  departments  of  the  House  during 
the  year,  and  shows  that  a  large  number  of  minor  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made,  tending  to  the  preservation  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  and  to  increase  the  comfort  of  the  membership.  The 
multiplicity  of  these  details  gives  some  indication  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  labors  incumbent  upon  this  Committee. 

The  Guest  Committee’s  report  covers  the  reception  which 
was  tendered  to  the  Hon.  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  former  President  of 
The  Union  League,  and  the  present  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  care  and  efficiency  of  the  Treasurer  is  commended  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  which  also  reports  the  purchase  at  par 
and  interest  of  twenty-nine  $1000  bonds  of  The  Union  League, 
maturing  in  1909. 

The  Library  Committee  reports  the  acquisition  by  purchase 
and  gift  of  a  large  number  of  books,  having  had  special  regard 
to  the  importance  of  building  up  the  collection  relative  to  the 
Civil  War,  and  also  reports  the  improvement  in  equipment  by 
a  bookcase  supplied  by  the  House  Committee  for  works  of 
reference,  to  which  convenient  access  can  now  be  had. 

It  should  not  be  necessary  again  to  ask  a  more  liberal  support 
of  the  Art  Association.  The  great  work  this  Association  is 
doing  is  becoming  more  noticeable  each  year.  Two  valuable 
paintings,  one  a  copy  of  Stuart’s  Washington,  by  Rembrandt 
Peale,  and  the  other  a  fine  likeness  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  by 
Bechtel,  have  been  added  to  the  collection  the  past  year.  It 
is  the  desire  of  the  Board  that  this  good  work  shall  be  con¬ 
tinued,  and  it  earnestly  renews  the  expression  of  its  oft  repeated 
wish  that  the  members  would  respond  liberally  to  the  appeal 
issued  by  the  Association. 
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On  December  11,  1906,  the  meeting  of  the  Board  for  organ¬ 
ization  was  held,  at  which  time  William  H.  Lambert  and  M. 
Riebenack  were  unanimously  re-elected  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer  respectively. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the 
President : 

House  Committee. — John  Sailer,  Chairman;  M.  Riebenack,  Morris  L. 
Clothier,  John  B.  Lober  and  Richard  L.  Austin. 

Guest  Committee. — William  W.  Porter,  Chairman;  Charles  Gibbons 
Davis,  Wendell  P.  Bowman,  George  P.  Morgan  and  Thomas  J.  Jeffries. 

Finance  Committee. — Charles  D.  Barney,  Chairman;  Rudolph  Blanken- 
burg,  George  H.  Hill,  Wendell  P.  Bowman  and  James  E.  Mitchell. 

Library  Committee. — Joseph  S.  Neff,  M.  D.,  Chairman;  William  H.  Lam¬ 
bert,  J.  Bertram  Lippincott,  William  Henry  Brooks  and  Howard  B. 
French. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  held  on 
January  8,  1907,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  the 
Committee  on  Membership  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Peter  Boyd,  John  C.  Lowry,  E.  Eldridge  Pennock,  Samuel 
Bell,  Jr.,  William  J.  Elliott,  W.  Worrell  Wagner,  William  E. 
Helme,  Harrison  Townsend,  Horace  S.  Ridings,  J.  T.  Jackson, 
Richard  Campion,  Clarence  B.  Collier  and  Harry  W.  Butter- 
worth. 

The  regular  monthly  meetings  were  held  during  the  year. 

At  the  meeting  held  November  13,  1906,  the  following 
communication  was  received  from  Joseph  G.  Darlington, 
which  is  here  recorded  as  the  closing  act  in  the  history  of  the 
Union  Club,  in  which  organization  The  Union  League  had  its 
origin. 


Philadelphia,  October  11,  1906. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen: — The  death  of  Abraham  Barker  on  April  8,  1906,  brought 
to  a  close  the  Union  Club,  which  had  been  in  existence  since  November, 
1862. 

As  the  surviving  honorary  member  of  the  Club,  it  devolves  upon  me  to 
turn  over  to  The  Union  League  all  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  Union 
Club,  which  I  hereby  do,  together  with  a  check  for  $18.30,  endorsed  to 
the  order  of  The  Union  League,  representing  the  balance  in  the  treasury 
of  the  Union  Club. 
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The  history  of  the  Union  Club  is  no  doubt  familiar  to  all  you  gentlemen, 
and  the  books  and  papers  I  now  transfer  to  your  care,  contain  most  in¬ 
teresting  and  precious  history  which  should  be  of  deep  interest  to  every 
member  of  The  Union  League. 


JOSEPH  G.  DARLINGTON. 


At  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  The  Union  League, 
held  December  20,  1906,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
recommending  the  removal  of  the  present  properties 
on  Fifteenth  Street  and  the  erection  thereon  of  six 
modern  two-story  buildings  for  business  purposes  be 
approved  provided  the  expenditure  does  not  exceed 
$50,000. 

and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  on  January  8,  1907,  this 
resolution  was  referred  to  the  House  Committee  for  considera¬ 
tion,  which  Committee,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  May 
14,  1907,  reported  that  in  its  judgment  it  was  inadvisable  to 
take  any  action  with  reference  to  the  matter  until  after  the 
League  should  have  further  considered  the  question  of  addi¬ 
tions  and  improvements  to  the  present  Club  buildings,  where¬ 
upon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Board  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  defer  any  action  in  regard  to  building 
of  two-story  stores  on  Fifteenth  Street  until  a  further 
meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

In  accordance  with  the  usage  of  many  years  standing,  the 
Board  authorized  the  procurement  of  the  portrait  of  the  Hon. 
Edwin  S.  Stuart,  which  has  been  placed  with  the  portraits  of 
the  former  presidents. 

On  New  Year’s  Day,  January  1,  1907,  the  usual  reception  by 
the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  was  held,  and  was  attended 
by  1675  members  and  their  friends. 

WILLIAM  H.  LAMBERT, 

Secretary. 
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ACTIVE  ROLL. 

DECEASED. 

Allen,  Theodore  M.__ . Mar.  20,  1907 

Bailey,  John  T.__ . Jan.  6,  1907 

Bright,  Francis  D.._ . . Sept.  10,  1907 

Brown,  Benjamin  H . Aug.  10,  1907 

Burr,  Henry  Cartright . Mar.  21,  1907 

Campion,  John  W . Jan.  7,  1907 

Capp,  Thomas  H . . . . . . . -July  3,  1907 

Carlile,  Norman  W..__ . Feb.  10,  1907 

Carson,  Robert  N._ . . . Oct.  15,  1907 

Colket,  William  W._ . . . Aug.  24,  1907 

Coloney,  Charles  E . . . Jan.  4,  1907 

Coulston,  J.  Warren__ . . . .Feb.  23,  1907 

Dallett,  Michael. . Aug.  21,  1907 

Davis,  Charles  W . June  15,  1907 

Dowdell,  Augustus. . Feb.  10,  1907 

Downing,  Richard  H . . . Dec.  1,  1906 

Ellison,  Rodman  B . . Jan.  4,  1907 

Ferguson,  George  S . .Sept.  3,  1907 

Fox,  Alexander  M.,  Sr . Oct.  6,  1907 

Freeborn,  James  . . Feb.  28,  1907 

Getchell,  Frank  Horace. . June  28,  1907 

Gilbert,  Frederick  B . Oct.  13,  1907 

Gray,  Henry  W . . . Feb.  23,  1907 

Greiner,  William  M._ . .Nov.  14,  1906 

Hall,  George  W . Dec.  14,  1906 

Hart,  B.  Frank . July  18,  1907 

Harvey,  William  J . June  4,  1907 

Horner,  Robert . June  9,  1907 

Keese,  Francis  S.  — . Aug.  17,  1907 

Klemm,  Arthur  S.._ . Aug.  17,  1907 

Kremer,  Herman  P._ . . . Feb.  15,  1907 

Leisenring,  Walter . . . Jan.  5,  1907 

Lincoln,  Harry  E . Mar.  28,  1907 

Lister,  Charles  C . . . April  8,  1907 

Moland,  William  N.._ . May  25,  1907 

Neilson,  William  G . Dec.  29,  1906 

Patterson,  Henry  L . . . Mar.  9,  1907 

Paulding,  Tattnall. . Mar.  5,  1907 

Reed,  Joseph  P.__ . Nov.  11,  1906 

Reilly,  Thomas  A . Feb.  9,  1907 

Rowland,  Howard . Jan.  9,  1907 

Sellers,  John,  Jr . Dec.  14,  1906 

Shaw,  James  G . Oct.  25,  1907 
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S we atman ,  Virtue  C . Nov. 

Thomas,  C.  Wesley . June 

Weaver,  Edwin  C.._ . July 

Wetherill,  John  Price . Nov. 

Woodside,  John  W . . Aug. 


RESIGNED. 

Beers,  C.  Eliot . _ . Jan. 

Bell,  Samuel,  Jr . Oct. 

Butcher,  Howard.. . Oct. 

Cramp,  Edwin  S . Oct. 

Fahnestock,  James  F.,  Jr . Oct. 

Hastings,  Washington . Oct. 

Janney,  Nathaniel  E . Oct. 

Lewars,  George  H . Oct. 

Maris,  Richard . Oct. 

Pike,  Charles  E . Oct. 

Posey,  William  Campbell. . Oct. 

Willing,  James  Edgar.. . Oct. 

DROPPED. 

Myers,  E.  B.  Showell . Dec. 

Myers,  John  B . Dec. 

Patterson,  Theodore  Cuyler . May 

TRANSFERRED  TO  LIFE  ROLL. 
Hetherington,  Albert  G . Nov. 


ARMY,  NAVY  AND  CONSULAR  ROLL. 

DECEASED. 


Smith,  Joseph  Adams,  Rear-Admiral . Aug. 

RESIGNED. 

Allaire,  W.  H.,  Major . Oct. 

Beecher,  J.  S.,  Paymaster . Feb. 

Bell,  John  A.,  Commander. . Oct. 

Coates,  E.  M.,  Brig.-General . Oct. 

Hughes,  Richard  M.,  Commander . Aug. 

Ludlow,  Nicoll,  Rear-Admiral.. . -Oct. 

Mustin,  Henry  C.,  Lieutenant . Oct. 

Neide,  Horace,  General . Nov. 

Ritschl,  Ferdinand,  German  Consul . Oct. 


CLERICAL  ROLL. 

DECEASED. 


McCabe,  Rev.  Charles  C . Dec. 

RESIGNED. 

Cochran,  Rev.  Joseph  Wilson . June 

Lutz,  Rev.  William  Filler . Oct. 


13,  1906 

14,  1907 
4,  1907 
9,  1906 

31,  1907 


8,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 


11,  1906 
11,  1906 
9,  1907 

20,  1906 


18,  1907 

31,  1907 
1,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 

13,  1907 
31,  1907 
31,  1907 

14,  1906 
31,  1907 


19,  1906 

1,  1907 
31,  1907 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


OF 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

FROM  NOVEMBER  1,  1906,  TO  OCTOBER  31,  1907. 


INCOME  ACCOUNT. 


Balance,  Income  Account,  October  31,  1906 . .  $8,172  88 

ANNUAL  TAX. 

Amount  received  account  Annual 

Tax . . . . . . .  122,650  00 

Made  up  as  follows: 

To  1984  members  on  roll  Novem¬ 


ber  1,  1906,  at  $60 _ $119,040  00 

“  46  members  elected  between 
November  1,  1906,  and  April, 

30,  1907,  at  $60 . . 

“  1  member  elected  in  May,  1907, 

at  $30 . . 

“  2  members  elected  in  June,  1907, 

at  $25 . . 

“  7  members  elected  in  July,  1907, 

at  $20 . . 

“  8  members  elected  in  September, 

1907,  at  $10 _ _ _ 

“  1  member  elected  in  October, 

1907,  at  $5 _ 

“  39  members  on  Army,  Navy  and 
Consular  Roll,  November  1, 

1906,  at  $30 _ 

“  1  member  elected  to  Army,  Navy 

and  Consular  Roll,  in  September, 

1907,  at  $5 _ _ _ 


2,760  00 
30  00 
50  00 
140  00 
80  00 
5  00 

1,170  00 

5  00 
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$123,280  00  $130,822  88 
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Amounts  brought  forward . 

AUTHORIZED  CREDITS  ON  ACCOUNT 
OF  ABOVE. 

By  allowance  for  death  of  members 
which  occurred  before  payment 

of  tax,  3  deaths,  at  $60 . 

“  allowance  for  1  resignation,  at 

$60 . 

“  allowance  for  2  resignations,  at 

$30_ . 

“  allowance  for  3  members  dropped, 

at  $60 . 

“  1  failed  to  qualify  (elected  April, 

1907),  at  $60- . 

“  1  member  transferred  from  Active 

to  Active  Life  Roll,  at  $60 . 

“  1  member  transferred  from  Army, 
Navy  and  Consular  Roll  to  Ac¬ 
tive  Roll,  at  $30 . 


Total  amount  received 


- . $123,280  00  $130,822  88 

$180  00 
60  00 
60  00 
180  00 
60  00 
60  00 

30  00 

630  00 
. $122,650  00 


RECEIPTS  FROM  THE  VARIOUS  DEPARTMENTS. 


Billiards  and  Pool—- . 

Bowling  Alleys . 

Card-Case  Drawers,  Rent  of_ . 

Christmas  Fund,  Return  of  portion . 

Coup6  Company  charges . 

Decoration  Company  charges . . 

Dividend  on  Deposit  for  Perpetual  Insurance. . 

Fifteenth  Street  Properties,  Rents  of . 

George  R.  Crump  Restaurant  account  charged 
to  Profit  and  Loss,  1898,  paid  by  Col.  Theo¬ 
dore  E.  Wiedersheim. . 

History  of  The  Union  League,  Sale  of . 

Household  Furnishings,  Sale  of . 

Insurance  Canceled,  Rebate  on . 

Interest  on  Deposits,  Income  Account . 

Letter  Boxes,  Rent  of . 

Lodging  Rooms,  Rent  of. . 

Pepper,  George  S.,  Library  Fund,  Income. . 

Playing-Cards . 

Premium  on  Surety  Bonds  canceled,  return  of . 

Redeemed  Stamped  Envelopes . 

Amounts  carried  forward . 


$6,616  45 
333  80 
14  50 
18  75 
1,197  48 
488  25 
10  00 
6,671  73 


42  35 
15  00 
222  15 
61  19 
2,963  16 
77  00 
5,042  50 
339  50 
74  25 
8  23 
53  73 

$24,250  02  $130,822  88 
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Amounts  brought  forward . $24,250  02  $130,822  88 

Restaurant  Department .  263,583  25 

Sale  of  Old  Papers,  etc._ .  50  68 

State  Tax  on  Bonds— .  282  00 

Steam  and  Electric-Light  Plant,  Sale  of  Material...  29  65 

Sundry  Charges  Advanced  for  Members . .  3,118  45 

Telephone  Charges .  1,592  65 

Wardrobes,  Rent  of— .  385  00 

-  293,291  70 


Total  amount  of  Receipts .  $424,114  58 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

On  account  of  the  following: 

Addressing  and  Delivering  League  Notices .  $451  97 

Billiard  and  Pool  Tournament. .  343  23 

Billiard  Room. .  6,603  82 

Board  of  Employes,  House  Department .  7,010  61 

Bowling  Alleys .  604  29 

Bowling  Tournament- .  35  00 

Building  Repairs— .  1,191  53 

Certified  Public  Accountant .  458  33 

Christmas  Fund .  5,630  66 

Cleaning  Supplies .  1,588  53 

Coal  and  Wood  for  Steam  Heating  and  Grates .  1,391  84 

Coup6  Companies  for  charges  to  Members . .  1,197  48 

Decoration  Company  for  charges  to  Members....  488  25 

Gas  for  Light  and  Heat .  3  00 

Household  Furnishings,  Replacements,  etc .  10,942  89 

Ice  for  House  Department .  162  82 

f  Fire,  Elevator 

Insurance,  \  and  Steam  •  Expense .  182  23 

[  Boiler. . 

f  Bonds .  $4,187  33 


[  Pepper  Loan. .  31  50 

-  4,229  11 

Letter  Boxes . . .  25  00 

Library... .  4,405  99 

Lodging  Rooms. . .  1,584  46 

Membership  Committee,  Printing,  etc .  306  94 

Painting . .  2,131  33 

Pepper  Fund  Account,  Books  purchased. .  312  53 

Petty  Cash  Disbursements,  House  Department....  149  39 

Plastering— . 33  21 

Playing-Cards . 68  85 

Premiums  on  Surety  Bonds .  206  77 

Printing  Annual  Report,  By-Laws,  Speeches,  etc.  2,374  55 

Receptions,  Music,  Flags,  etc .  6,727  91 

Reception  to  Gov.  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  March  9, 

1907 .  1,508  87 

Restaurant  Department .  260,219  91 

Society  for  Organizing  Charity .  377  05 

State  Tax  on  Bonds. .  267  90 


Amounts  carried  forward . . $323,216  25  $424,114  58 


76 


Treasurer's  Report. 


Amounts  brought  forward _ $323,216  25  $424,114  58 

Stationery  and  Postage  for  Office .  1,597  31 

Stationery  for  Members .  588  64 

Steam  and  Electric-Light  Plant .  19,875  77 

Sundry  Charges  of  Members  Advanced .  3,189  30 

Taxes  for  1907  on  League  House .  22,500  00 

Taxes,  Rent,  1418  Sansom  Street .  900  00 

Taxes,  Repairs,  etc.,  Fifteenth  St.  Properties _  3,933  74 

Telephones,  Tickers  and  News  Bulletins .  5,166  05 

Toilet  Rooms,  Wages  and  Supplies .  4,197  57 

Uncollectible  Charges  Canceled .  37  48 

Uniforms,  House  Department .  893  85 

Wages,  House  Department. .  26,373  59 

Water-Rent . 662  82 


Total  Amount  of  Disbursements .  413,132  37 


Balance,  Income  Account,  October  31,  1907 .  $10,982  21 


CAPITAL  ACCOUNT. 

Balance,  October  31,  1906 .  $29,324  47 

RECEIPTS  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR. 

64  Entrance  Fees,  at  $300 .  $19,200  00 

1  Life  Membership  Fee,  at  $500.„ .  500  00 

Interest  on  Sinking  Fund .  747  29 

-  20,447  29 

$49,771  76 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Deposit  to  account  of  Sinking  Fund,  Girard 


Trust  Company,  Trustee.— .  $12,000  00 

Plans,  etc.,  for  New  Building .  13,868  25 


25,868  25 
$23,903  51 


Balance,  October  31,  1907 
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SINKING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

Bonds  of  The  Union  League  outstanding  at  rate 
of  4.4  per  cent.,  comprising 

Third  Series,  due  March  1,  1909  $47,000  00 
Purchased  and  canceled: 

Sept.  25,  1907....  $10,000  00 

Oct.  30,  1907—  19,000  00 

-  29,000  00 

-  $18,000  00 

Fourth  Series,  due  March  1,  1914 . .  45,000  00 

-  $63,000  00 


Contributed  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  Girard  Trust 
Co.,  Trustee,  toward  the  redemption  of  the 
Third  Series  of  $47,000.00. 

During  the  year  1905_  $7,000  00 
During  the  year  1906..  10,000  00 

During  the  year  1907..  12,000  00 

-  $29,000  00 

Third  Series  Bonds  purchased  and  canceled: 
Sept.  25,  1907. .  $10,000  00 

Oct.  30,  1907- .  19,000  00 

-  $29,000  00 


GEORGE  S.  PEPPER  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUND. 


Invested  in  seven  Union  League  $1000  Bonds, 

Third  Series . . . .  $7,000  00 

Loan  to  The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  on 

demand  at  four  per  cent .  787  50 

-  $7,787  50 


GEORGE  S.  PEPPER  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Interest  received  from  George  S.  Pepper  Library  Trust  Fund,  which, 
under  terms  of  the  bequest,  can  be  used  only  for  purchase  of  books. 

Balance,  October  31,  1906- .  $84  09 

Receipts  during  the  fiscal  year: 

Interest  on  Bonds. .  $308  00 

“  “  Loan .  31  50 

-  339  50 

-  $423  59 

Expended  during  the  year .  312  53 

$111  06 


Balance,  October  31,  1907.. 
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BALANCE  SHEET. 

ASSETS. 


■d  i  t?  f  Broad  and  Sansom  Streets. . 

Real  Estate  j  Fifteenth  street _ 

Deposit  for  Perpetual  Insurance . 

Household  Furnishings . 

Geo.  S.  Pepper  Library  f  Invested  in  Bonds. .  $7,000  00 

Trust  Fund . \  Loan  to  Union  League.  787  50 


f  Provisions .  $1,503  46 

Stock  on  hand  <{  Wines .  4,727  69 

[  Cigars .  4,082  33 


Inventory  < 

f  Linens. . 

China . 

Glassware . 

Silverware . 

Cards . 

L Ivory _ 

.  $8,530  68 

.  3,127  09 

.  1,189  35 

.  12,386  06 

.  36  32 

.  2,132  00 

f  Capital  Account . 

Cash  -j  Office  Cash . 

[  Income  Account . . . 

. . $23,903  51 

.  3,115  00 

.  7,867  21 

Due  by  members 


$502,905  37 
212,598  40 
13,698  76 
135,173  74 


7,787  50 


10,313  48 


27,401  50 


34,885  72 
18,867  93 


$963,632  40 


LIABILITIES. 

Bonds  of  The  Union  League .  $63,000  00 

George  S.  Pepper  Library  Trust  Fund .  7,787  50 

Loan  from  George  S.  Pepper  Library  Trust  Fund.. .  787  50 

George  S.  Pepper  Library  Fund .  Ill  06 

Coup6  Companies .  85  55 

Campaign  Committee,  1904,  Balance. .  17  54 

Decoration  Company .  1  50 

Founders’  Day  Committee,  1904,  Balance .  77  61 

Balance .  891,764  14 


$963,632  40 


M.  RIEBENACK, 

Treasurer. 

October  31,  1907. 


AUDITOR’S  CERTIFICATE. 

We,  the  undersigned  Auditors,  appointed  by  the  President  of  The  Union 
League  of  Philadelphia,  in  accordance  with  Section  52  of  the  By-Laws, 
hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  October  31,  1907,  and  have  found  them  correct. 

(Signed)  JOHN  W.  HAMER, 

W.  HARRY  MILLER, 
FRANKLIN  M.  POTTS, 

Auditors. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 


Philadelphia,  October  31,  1907. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen. — The  House  Committee  begs  to  submit  its 
report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  October  31,  1907. 

A  new  rug  for  the  main  hall,  and  small  rugs  at  the  entrances 
to  the  various  rooms,  have  been  ordered  and  the  same  will  be 
delivered  within  the  next  nine  months. 

New  storm  doors  have  been  placed  at  the  main  entrance. 

New  desk  lamps  have  been  placed  on  the  writing  desks  in 
the  smoking  room,  for  the  comfort  of  members  in  writing 
letters. 

A  piano  has  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  orchestra  at 
the  Saturday  afternoon  concerts. 

A  Unit  Vertical  Filing  System  for  filing  letters,  an  Addresso- 
graph  for  addressing  envelopes,  and  a  new  Burroughs  Adding 
Machine  have  been  installed  in  the  offices. 

Ivory  in  the  rough,  to  be  turned  down  as  required,  was 
purchased  for  the  billiard  and  pool  tables. 

New  cushions  have  been  placed  on  the  billiard  tables,  and 
new  covers  on  the  billiard  and  pool  tables  and  other  necessary 
repairs  were  made. 

Direct  telephone  service,  connecting  The  Union  League  with 
Ryan’s  Theatre  Ticket  Agency  at  the  Bellevue-Stratford,  has 
been  introduced  for  the  convenience  of  the  members. 

The  mounted  animal  heads  in  the  billiard  room  have  been 
taken  down,  cleaned  and  placed  in  good  condition. 

(79) 
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The  portraits  and  all  paintings  throughout  the  house  have 
been  thoroughly  renovated,  the  title  and  artist's  name  placed 
on  each  painting  and  the  pictures  rearranged  and  classified  in 
the  several  rooms  and  halls.  The  works  of  art  in  the  House 
have  been  catalogued  and  a  copy  may  be  had  at  the  office. 

Six  dozen  umbrellas  have  been  placed  in  the  coat  room,  to 
be  loaned  to  members.  If  the  umbrella  is  not  returned 
within  three  days,  the  member's  account  will  be  charged. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  members  who  come  to  The 
Union  League  in  automobiles,  a  special  officer  will  be  stationed 
in  front  of  the  house  from  noon  until  three  o’clock,  to  take 
charge  of  the  automobiles,  and  at  the  same  time  direct  that 
they  be  placed  on  Moravian  Street  while  the  owners  are  in  the 
building,  in  order  to  permit  other  members  to  alight  on  the 
pavement  directly  in  front  of  the  entrance. 

A  copper  bay-window  has  been  placed  in  the  telephone  ex¬ 
change  on  the  second  floor. 

During  the  past  year,  photographs  of  five  hundred  of  the 
members  were  secured  and  placed  in  an  album,  which  is  now 
in  the  library,  for  the  inspection  of  members.  It  is  the  desire 
of  the  Committee  to  have  the  photographs  of  all  the  members 
as  soon  as  possible. 

New  card  tables  were  purchased  for  the  card  room,  and 
also  tables  for  the  sleeping  rooms,  on  which  to  place  the  tele¬ 
phones,  which  have  been  supplied  for  each  room. 

Two  valets  have  been  engaged  for  the  third  floor,  and  their 
tours  of  duty  so  arranged  that  at  all  times,  from  the  opening 
until  the  closing  of  the  house,  there  will  be  an  attendant  on 
duty. 

The  pantries,  locker  rooms  and  bake -shop  have  been  re¬ 
painted  and  thoroughly  renovated. 

Improvements  were  made  in  the  refrigerating  plant;  a  new 
ice  cube  cutter  installed,  and  also  a  new  cold  storage  box 
erected. 

A  new  dish-washing  machine  has  been  installed. 

The  barber  shop  was  thoroughly  renovated  and  re¬ 
decorated  during  the  summer  and  new  rugs  placed  on  the  floor. 
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The  Straight-Line  Engine  and  Waddell-Entz  Generator, 
which  has  been  supplying  part  of  the  electric  lighting  of  the 
building  since  1893,  was  worn  out  and  replaced  by  a  new  150 
horse-power  Ames  Automatic  Single  Cylinder  Engine,  direct 
connected  with  a  150  K.  W.  Crocker-Wheeler  Generator.  New 
piping  for  the  drips  from  the  three  engines,  steam  and  exhaust 
connections,  blow-offs  from  the  two  boilers,  water  supply,  etc., 
were  laid  in  new  ducts.  The  cellar  of  1418  Sansom  Street  was 
made  a  part  of  our  engine  room,  in  order  to  supply  enough 
space  for  the  additional  machinery. 

The  exterior  of  the  original  building  and  the  large  cafe  have 
been  painted. 

All  the  roofs  of  the  different  buildings  have  been  placed  in 
first-class  condition. 

Each  floor  of  the  building  has  been  supplied  with  an  auxiliary 
fire  alarm  box,  which  gives  direct  connection  with  each  fire 
engine  house  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  also  with  the 
Electrical  Bureau  at  City  Hall,  thus  insuring  immediate  attend¬ 
ance  by  the  fire  company  nearest  The  Union  League,  in  case 
an  alarm  is  sounded. 

An  inventory  is  being  prepared  of  the  household  furnishings, 
books,  pictures,  etc. 

Your  Committee  also  begs  to  state  that  the  assessment  of 
the  property  was  increased  during  the  last  year  $100,000,  which 
has  increased  the  taxes  to  $22,500. 

President  Beeber  offered  prizes  for  the  annual  billiard,  pool 
and  bowling  handicap  tournament  of  The  Union  League 
members.  The  Committees  appointed  to  conduct  the  tourna¬ 
ment  were  as  follows : — 


billiards: 

Warren  A.  Hawley,  Chairman , 
Louis  A.  Flanagan, 

William  Goodwin, 

Edgar  J.  Howes, 

John  H.  Michener,  Jr. 


pool: 

Harrison  Townsend,  Chairman , 
John  W.  Hamer, 

John  C.  Jones, 

Walter  M.  La  Rue, 

Charles  A.  Porter,  Jr. 


bowling: 

James  B.  Walker,  M.  D.,  Chairman , 
Roland  Altemus, 

Alexander  Y.  Hanna, 

Samuel  P.  Huhn, 

Edward  K.  Leech. 
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The  first  game  of  the  tournament  was  played  on  January 
23,  1907,  and  the  final  game  on  March  19,  1907.  The  winners 
of  the  different  classes  were  as  follows : — 

Billiards. — Class  “A,”  Harrison  Townsend;  Class  “B,”  Alexander  D. 
Grange;  Class  “C,”  Joseph  M.  Peale. 

Pool. — Class  “A,”  John  C.  Jones;  Class  “B,”  John  N.  Wilkins,  Jr.; 
Class  “C,”  Carroll  R.  Williams. 

Bowling. — Class  “A,”  Dr.  Henry  S.  Weaver;  Class  “B,”  C.  B.  Collier; 
Class  “C,”  William  M.  Benerman. 

The  prizes  were  presented  at  a  dinner  tendered  to  President 
Beeber  on  March  23,  1907. 

It  has  been  suggested,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
that  the  cost  of  the  prizes  (hereafter  offered)  for  the  billiard, 
pool  and  bowling  tournament,  should  be  appropriated  from 
the  Treasury  of  The  Union  League. 

On  March  29  and  30,  1907,  Messrs.  J.  Ferdinand  Poggenburg 
and  Edward  W.  Gardner  of  New  York  City,  and  Messrs.  T.  M.  S. 
Rolls  and  J.  E.  Cope  Morton  of  Philadelphia,  were  the  guests 
of  The  Union  League,  and  entertained  the  members  in  the 
Assembly  Hall  with  a  four-cornered  billiard  match. 

By-Laws,  including  the  amendments  adopted  at  the  annual 
meeting  held  on  December  10,  1906,  and  the  Rules  of  the 
House  Committee,  were  printed  during  the  year. 

The  usual  Saturday  afternoon  concerts  were  given  during 
the  months  of  January,  February,  March  and  April.  Concerts 
were  also  given  on  Christmas  and  New  Year’s  days,  Lincoln’s 
and  Washington’s  birthdays,  and  on  Easter. 

The  Committee  provided  the  returns  of  the  Gubernatorial 
election  on  November  6,  1906.  The  returns  were  exhibited 
in  the  new  cafe;  music  was  also  furnished  for  the  occasion. 

A  Club  Night  and  Smoker  was  held  on  General  Grant’s  birth¬ 
day,  April,  27  1907.  A  collation  was  served  in  the  large  cafe, 
and  music  and  song  books  were  furnished  for  the  occasion. 
Impromptu  speeches  were  made  by  Governor  Stuart,  President 
Beeber  and  the  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee. 

With  reference  to  the  improvements  authorized  at  the  ad¬ 
journed  annual  meeting  of  The  Union  League,  held  on  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1906;  after  a  careful  consideration,  this  matter  was 
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referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  adopted  the  following 
resolution  at  its  meeting  held  on  May  14,  1907 : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Board  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  defer  any  action  in  regard  to  the 
building  of  two-story  stores  on  Fifteenth  Street  until 
a  further  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

Your  Committee  acknowledge  the  cordial  support  and  co¬ 
operation  of  the  membership,  who  by  timely  suggestions,  have 
greatly  assisted  the  Committee  in  its  work.  It  commends  the 
fidelity  and  efficiency  of  the  Superintendent,  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  and  the  other  employes. 

An  analysis  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  the  Committee  is 
rendered  herewith. 


JOHN  SAILER, 

Chairman. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEPARTMENTS. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

GUEST  COMMITTEE. 


Philadelphia,  October  31,  1907. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia . 

Gentlemen: — Your  Guest  Committee  begs  to  submit  its 
report  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1907. 

The  important  event  of  the  year  was  the  reception  tendered 
to  the  Honorable  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  former  president  of  The 
Union  League  and  now  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  held  on  Saturday  evening,  March  9,  1907.  The 
Governor  was  escorted  to  the  League  by  the  Committee  and  a 
dinner  was  tendered  him  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  7  P.  M. 

The  reception  was  one  which  will  be  long  remembered,  as  the 
attendance  exceeded  all  other  such  functions  ever  given  by 
The  Union  League.  The  various  rooms  of  the  main  floor  were 
tastefully  decorated  with  potted  plants  and  spring  flowers.  In 
the  main  corridor  there  were  erected  six  arches,  each  contain¬ 
ing  one  letter  of  Governor  Stuart’s  name.  A  collation  was 
served  in  the  large  cafe,  and  an  orchestra  selected  from  the 
First  Regiment  Band  furnished  the  music. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

WILLIAM  W.  PORTER, 

Chairman. 
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Report  of  the  Guest  Committee. 


“  GEORGE  H.  THOMAS-THE  ROCK  OF 
CHICKAMAUGA.” 

An  Address  by  Major-General  Oliver  Otis  Howard,  U.  S.  A.  * 

“Founders’  Day”  at  the  Union  League,  of  Philadelphia,  on  November 
23,  1907,  was  made  memorable  by  an  Address  by  Major-General  Oliver 
Otis  Howard,  U.  S.  A.,  who  was  present  as  the  guest  of  honor  to  deliver  an 
address  on  “George  H.  Thomas — The  Rock  of  Chickamauga. ”  A  portrait 
of  General  George  H.  Thomas  was  exhibited  on  the  platform  and  draped 
with  the  national  colors.  General  Howard  was  enthusiastically  greeted 
by  an  audience  which  included  some  of  his  old  companions-in-arms  and 
many  veteran  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War. 

Hon.  Dimner  Beeber,  President  of  The  Union  League,  an¬ 
nounced  the  subject  of  the  address  and  prefaced  his  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  orator,  as  follows : 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  had  its  origin  in  the  dire 
necessity  of  the  National  Government  in  an  hour  of  extreme 
peril.  It  expended  its  means  generously,  gave  its  services 
gratuitously,  and  in  equipping  its  regiments  for  the  Union  army 
rendered  timely  aid  to  the  Government.  The  home  of  The 
Union  League  is  an  eminently  appropriate  place  for  an  address 
which  has  for  its  subject  a  hero  whose  patriotism  withstood  the 
sternest  test,  a  soldier  who  loved  his  country  more  than  he 
loved  his  State,  a  citizen  who  was  superior  to  his  environment. 
(Referring  to  the  portrait  of  General  Thomas.)  The  stage  is 
worthy  of  the  subject.  The  theme  is  appropriate  to  the 
occasion. 

The  orator  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  Generals  who  com¬ 
manded  separate  armies  on  the  Federal  side.  He  participated 
in  the  war  from  its  beginning  to  its  end  and  achieved  distinction 
on  the  field  of  battle.  He  has  been  equally  distinguished  in  the 
private  walks  of  life  as  a  systematic  and  generous  friend  of 
humanity  and  as  an  author  of  considerable  repute,  his  literary 
contributions  being  entertaining  and  instructive.  By  the  grace 
of  the  Government  he  enjoys  the  distinction  of  a  Chevalier  of 


*  By  Act  of  Congress,  February  6,  1908,  made  Lieut  .-General,  U.  S.  A.,  on  retired  list. 
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The  Legion  of  Honor.  He  is  a  high-minded,  pure  and  patriotic 
citizen.  May  we  not  indulge  the  hope  that  the  spirit  of  him 
whose  pictured  presentment  looks  down  upon  you  to-night 
may  hover  over  this  scene  and  lend  inspiration  to  the  generous 
tribute  of  a  companion-in-arms?  Gentlemen,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  General  Oliver  Otis  Howard. 

General  Howard,  when  the  enthusiasm  which  greeted  him 
had  subsided,  said : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  The  Union  League— For 
four  years  preceding  the  war  I  had  been  at  West  Point,  in  the 
Military  Academy,  as  an  instructor;  and  upon  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  I  was  invited,  through  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Blaine,  to  submit  my  name  for  election  to  the  Colonelcy  of  the 
first  three  year  regiment  from  my  State,  the  Third  Maine.  It 
was  organized  a  thousand  strong  and  started  for  the  South. 
At  Boston  we  had  a  grand  reception  on  Boston  Common.  In 
New  York  we  had  another  grand  reception,  though  it  occurred 
on  a  wet  and  stormy  day.  On  that  occasion  there  was  a  pre¬ 
sentation  to  the  regiment  of  a  flag  as  a  gift  from  the  ladies  and 
native  citizens  of  Maine;  and  the  presentation  speech  was 
made  by  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  then  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  Then  we  came  to  this  city.  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  those  days  excelled  all  other  cities  in  the  cordiality 
of  her  greeting  and  the  sincerity  of  her  friendship.  We  all 
learned  the  meaning  of  the  word  “Philadelphia”  and  had  reason 
to  know  that  the  city  was  worthy  of  her  name.  The  generous 
kindness  extended  to  my  regiment  was  never  forgotten  by  any 
member  of  it;  and  since  that  day  I  have  again  and  again  been 
deeply  impressed  with  the  kindly  feeling  that  has  been  mani¬ 
fested  for  me  personally  in  Philadelphia.  Often  I  have  come 
to  this  building  of  The  Union  League  and  have  invariably  been 
welcomed  most  cordially;  and  I  have  gone  away  with  a  feeling 
that  I  found  here  the  very  epitome  of  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  the 
flag  and  devotion  to  the  country.  I  think  that  right  here  is 
really  the  centre  of  the  patriotism  of  the  country. 

I  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  and  I  thank  the  League  for  this 
reception  to-night.  As  you  know,  an  old  soldier  likes  to  be  well 
received.  Perhaps  at  times  the  popular  acclaim  may  tempt  him 
to  over-estimate  his  real  worth,  but  he  naturally  is  gratified  with 
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the  appreciation  of  what  he  has  done  and  done  well.  His 
popularity  may  be  evanescent.  General  Sickles  said  to  me  one 
day  that  he  had  received  considerable  abuse  but  that  I  had 
received  more.  I  am  reminded  of  the  truth  of  that  remark  by 
an  incident  that  occurred  in  Washington  at  the  end  of  the  war. 
A  popular  subscription  was  started  for  the  purchase  of  a  sword 
to  be  presented  to  the  General  receiving  the  greatest  number  of 
votes,  each  vote  to  cost  one  dollar  and  the  money  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  soldiers’  orphans.  I  proved  to  be  the  most 
popular  of  the  candidates,  having  received  more  votes  than  any 
of  the  others.  It  was  the  first  time  I  beat  McClellan  and  all 
the  rest,  and  I  received  the  sword;  but  within  two  months 
from  that  time  I  think  there  was  not  a  more  unpopular  man  in 
America  than  myself,  for  I  was  known  as  “the  infernal  head  of 
the  Freedmen’s  Bureau”  or,  as  others  had  it,  “the  head  of  the 
infernal  Freedmen’s  Bureau.”  Recently,  however,  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  when  I  published  my  Memoirs  or  Autobiography  the  refer¬ 
ences  to  myself  were  very  favorable  and  really  the  generally 
accepted  thought  seemed  to  be  that  what  I  said  ought  to  be 
remembered  even  though  I  had  been  the  head  of  an  unpopular 
institution.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  have  the  appreciation  of 
those  who  agree  with  us ;  and  there  is  one  thing  upon  which  we 
all  certainly  agree  and  that  is  that  no  people  shall  ever  tear 
down  our  flag.  (Applause.) 

Now  I  am  going  to  speak  to  you  quite  freely  about  George 
H.  Thomas,  and  I  beg  your  pardon  for  referring  to  manuscript 
but  I  do  so  because  I  have  written  down  here  just  what  I  want 
to  say. 

The  Welsh  people  have  for  a  long  time  been  a  source  of 
mystery  and  wonderment  to  scholars.  It  is  now  shown  that 
they  were  veritable  Celts.  We  know  that  “Celt”  means  a 
weapon  made  of  stone  or  hard  metal — what  might  we  not  then 
expect  of  a  people  whose  nature  was  of  that  quality?  These 
Celts  were  named  “Welsh”  (which  signifies  “alien”)  because 
they  would  not  be  conquered  by  Angles,  by  Danes,  by  Saxons, 
by  Normans  or  by  Romans,  and  consequently  were  alien  to 
them  all.  Tittle  by  little,  however,  they  had  to  give  way  in 
old  England;  but  they  backed  off  like  the  Rock  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  always  believing  in  God  and  always  fighting,  ’til  they 
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held  a  small  Chattanooga  nook  of  Britain,  from  which  neither 
they  nor  their  language  have  ever  been  dislodged.  A  few  of 
them  did  emigrate  for  the  benefit  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  One 
of  these,  a  descendant,  Thomas  by  name,  settled  in  South 
Hampton,  Virginia — a  man  whose  characteristics  were  strength 
of  mind,  decision,  probity  and  the  usual  hardness  of  character 
that  belongs  to  the  Welshman.  This  was  the  father’s  side  of 
George  H.  Thomas. 

But  nowadays  wise  men  tell  us  that  boys  follow  the  mental 
calibre  of  the  mother — the  mother  makes  the  man.  For  three 
hundred  years  the  Huguenots  have  battled  for  human  rights. 
Theirs  is  the  best  blood  that  runs  in  human  veins.  It  is  gentle, 
it  is  enterprising,  it  is  brave,  it  is  persistent,  it  is  pious.  Such 
was  the  origin  of  the  mother,  a  bona  fide  French  Huguenot. 
Now  we  are  prepared  for  the  completed  effect  of  this  primary 
historic  statement. 

“George  Henry  Thomas  was  born  in  Southampton  County, 
Virginia,  on  the  31st  day  of  July,  1816.  His  father  was  Welsh 
and  his  mother  of  French  Huguenot  descent.”  The  family 
had  a  goodly  property,  and  George  might  have  lived  upon  its 
ample  income  but,  as  one  would  naturally  suppose,  this  was  not 
to  be  suffered.  To  beget  in  him  a  proper  self  reliance  and  energy 
as  a  boy  he  was  made  to  understand  that  after  his  school  days 
he  must  lay  the  foundation  of  his  own  fortune.  It  was  certainly 
a  happy  hereditary  combination,  my  friends,  the  Welsh  and  the 
Huguenot;  strength  and  gentleness,  intelligence  and  enter¬ 
prise,  decision  and  piety,  boldness  and  probity,  the  hardness 
of  clear  grit  and  persistency.  Is  it  not  better  than  a  fortune  to 
have  this  Welsh  and  Huguenot  solidarity  born  in  a  man? 
George  H.  Thomas,  in  many  respects,  is  like  a  classic  character 
of  ancient  history,  whose  deeds  and  words  have  wonderfully 
moved  mankind  but  concerning  whom  little  is  known  except 
deeds  and  words. 

Thomas’s  boyhood  passed  almost  without  record.  One  of 
our  popular  writers  one  day  said  to  me  that  he  had  in  his  pos¬ 
session  a  book  entitled  “A  diary  of  Napoleon  by  Napoleon’s 
friend,”  which  gave  lively  pictures  of  Napoleon’s  daily  un¬ 
recorded  life.  From  its  pages,  the  writer  said,  he  had  gathered 
more  information  concerning  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  had  a 
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better  view  of  the  actual  man  than  he  could  obtain  from  any 
of  the  previously  published  historic  records.  Following  this 
writer’s  method,  with  a  view  of  giving  sidelights  to  the  well 
known  character  and  work  of  General  Thomas,  I  have  sought 
for  incidents  of  his  childhood  and  youth.  Finding  by  corre¬ 
spondence  that  two  of  his  sisters  were  yet  in  Virginia,  at  or  near 
the  place  of  his  birth,  to  one  of  them  I  addressed  a  letter  in 
these  words : 

Dear  Miss  Thomas. — Your  good  brother  was  my 
instructor  in  artillery,  at  the  Military  Academy,  and  in 
later  years  I  was  on  duty  with  him  a  great  deal. 
Recently  I  have  been  asked  to  write  an  article  upon 
his  life  and  character.  Now,  if  you  or  your  sister 
would  write  me  any  incidents  you  can  remember 
about  him  I  shall  be  very  grateful. 

Boys  usually  show  their  traits  of  character  early. 
When  he  became  a  man  he  exhibited  firmness  and 
great  patience,  confidence  in  his  friends  and  quick 
forgiveness  to  any  one  who,  having  injured  him, 
expressed  sorrow  for  it.  He  was  such  a  thorough 
gentleman  always  that  his  family  have  reason  to  be 
proud  of  him,  as  doubtless  you  are. 

Hoping  that  your  good  sister  and  yourself  will  be 
willing  to  help  me,  I  am 

Very  truly, 

Oliver  O.  Howard, 

Major  General,  U.  S.  Army. 

To  Miss  J.  K.  Thomas, 

Near  Newsom’s  Depot, 

Southampton,  Va. 

Miss  Thomas  was  kind  enough  simply  to  return  my  letter, 
on  the  back  of  which  she  had  written: 

General  Howard. — In  answer  to  your  inquiry 
respecting  the  character  of  the  late  General  Thomas, 

I  can  only  inform  you  that  he  was  as  all  other  boys 
are  who  are  well-born  and  well-reared. 

But  that  was  all.  I  may  simply  remark  that  in  that  family 
he  was  never  forgiven  for  fighting  for  his  country. 

A  gentleman  of  about  Thomas’s  age,  who  attended  school 
with  him,  says,  “He  was  a  lad  of  few  words  and  of  an  excellent 


Report  of  the  Guest  Committee. 


95 


spirit.”  A  black  man,  a  Howard  University  student,  by  the 
name  of  Scott  (whom  I  knew  well),  while  teaching  a  colored 
school  near  Southampton,  gathered  some  words  of  another 
colored  man  named  Artise.  He  did  this  at  my  suggestion. 
Artise,  at  the  time,  was  eighty  years  of  age.  He  knew  our  hero 
as  a  little  boy.  He  said,  “George  was  as  playful  as  a  kitten 
when  a  boy;  seemed  to  love  the  negro  quarters  as  much  as  he 
did  the  great  house.  Many  times  he  would  obtain  things  out 
of  the  great  house  for  us  negro  boys  and  his  playmates.”  The 
old  man  further  avers,  “George  was  the  dearest  lover  of  sugar, 
and  at  times  would  hook  it  and  give  it  to  the  colored  boys  for 
catching  coons  and  possums.  At  the  age  of  going  to  school 
he  would  try  to  teach  them  (the  negroes)  at  night,  what  he  had 
learned  at  school  in  the  day,  and  all  this  without  his  parents’ 
orders.”  Artise  adds  that  “Massa  Thomas,”  as  he  always 
called  him,  “at  the  time  he  returned  from  the  Mexico  war, 
brought  all  the  slaves  at  home  new  suits  of  clothes  for  Sunday 
wear,  and  did  teach  them  the  Word  of  God.”  Teacher  Scott 
represents  old  Artise  as  a  queer  genius.  Artise  imagines  still 
that  he  will  see  “Massa  Thomas”  some  time  again,  on  the  earth, 
before  he  himself  dies;  yes,  some  time  again  in  the  old  South¬ 
ampton  County,  where  he  once  was.  He  often  dreams  of 
“Massa  Thomas”  and  himself  as  boys  again,  playing  together 
in  the  pasture  field,  playing  “church,”  a  favorite  game  there, 
under  the  big  trees. 

Here  then  we  find  a  few  simple  sketches.  A  healthful  boy, 
well  reared;  a  lad  of  quick  perceptions;  like  Moses,  of  few 
words;  and  like  David,  of  a  ruddy  countenance  and  of  excellent 
heart.  He  was  joyous  and  full  of  condescension.  In  the  slave 
time,  when  the  “mine  and  thine”  were  not  so  distinctly  marked 
as  they  are  to-day,  Thomas’s  foraging  for  the  little  negroes  was 
rather  of  the  benevolent  kind  than  like  that  of  later  days  in 
Tennessee.  Sugar,  it  appears,  was  as  good  for  coons  and  pos¬ 
sums  as  sweet  potatoes  were  for  our  soldiers  in  Georgia.  His 
sympathy  for  the  blacks,  thus  early  shown  by  bringing  them 
knowledge  and  clothing  and  lastly  the  Divine  Word,  was 
certainly  remarkable  and  placed  him  a  step  or  two  at  least 
ahead  of  his  white  neighbors. 

There  was  a  private  school  of  the  higher  grade  in  South¬ 
ampton  called  “the  Southampton  Academy.”  Here  our 
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youth  passed  through  the  usual  curriculum  and  received  his 
diploma.  Very  soon  after  his  graduation  from  this  Academy 
he  entered  the  law  office  of  James  Rochelle,  Esq.,  his  mother’s 
brother. 

Thomas  told  this  anecdote  of  himself,  which  is  illustrative 
of  two  traits  of  his  character  and  demonstrates  that  he  was 
markedly  practical  and  decidedly  persistent.  The  experi¬ 
menting  probably  was  done  during  the  school  vacation.  He 
said  that  the  notion  came  to  him,  as  he  was  thinking  of  mechan¬ 
ical  constructions,  to  make,  as  one  would  in  chemistry,  some 
practical  tests.  He  began  with  a  saddle.  Every  day  he  went 
to  the  saddler  shop  and  watched  the  operatives,  observing  how 
each  part  was  cut  out  and  prepared  and  how  the  parts  were 
then  put  together.  He  went  home  to  make  a  practical  applica¬ 
tion  of  his  knowledge,  and  very  soon  he  succeeded  in  finishing 
a  saddle  himself.  Again,  watching  closely  a  cabinet  maker 
and  working  as  before,  he  became  in  time  skilled  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  furniture.  He  pursued  his  practical  mechanics  in 
other  directions  until  he  acquired  not  only  the  ability  to  make, 
from  leather,  wood  and  the  metals,  many  articles  of  use  but 
formed  the  habit  of  that  close  observation  which  our  old  West 
Point  Professor  Mahan  used  to  denominate  “common  sense.” 
If,  as  a  cadet,  I  really  did  not  understand  a  certain  thing, 
Professor  Mahan  would  say  to  me,  “I  wish,  Mr.  Howard,  you 
would  show  a  little  more  common  sense.”  Well,  for  along 
time  I  really  could  not  comprehend  what  he  meant  by  the 
remark.  What  he  did  mean  was  this.  For  instance,  if  he 
came  into  a  room  like  the  one  in  which  we  are  now,  he  would 
notice  the  construction  of  it,  the  ceiling,  the  windows,  the 
doors,  the  decorations,  and  he  would  not  go  away  without  being 
able  to  give  an  account  of  them.  What  he  sought  to  inculcate 
was  the  value  of  habits  of  practical  observation,  of  keeping  the 
eyes  wide  open  and  seeing  things  as  they  are — a  lesson  that  is 
especially  valuable  in  the  military  line. 

Chaplain  Van  Horn  describes  the  beginning  of  General 
Thomas’s  military  career.  The  famous  John  Y.  Mason,  Member 
of  Congress  from  Thomas’s  district,  called  upon  the  young 
man’s  uncle,  Mr.  Rochelle,  to  tender  to  Thomas,  through  that 
gentleman,  a  cadet  appointment  at  the  Military  Academy  at 
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West  Point.  Mr.  Rochelle’s  reply  to  the  offer  was  this,  “Ret  us 
call  the  boy  and  ascertain  what  he  thinks  of  the  proposition.” 
The  boy  was  called,  and  he  did  not  fail  to  accept  the  offer. 
Thus  the  whole  current  of  his  life  was  suddenly  changed  into  a 
hitherto  unthought  of  channel.  His  letter  of  appointment  to 
West  Point  came  early  enough  for  him  to  make  the  journey 
thither  for  the  June  examination  of  1836.  Our  General 
Johnson,  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps — Richard  Johnson,  we  used 
to  call  him  “Dick  Johnson,”  many  of  you  will  remember  him — 
who  entered  the  Military  Academy  in  the  year  in  which  Thomas 
finished,  doubtless  hearing  the  story  from  others,  remarks, 
“During  Thomas’s  plebe  year  he  (Thomas)  was  subjected  to  the 
same  trying  ordeal  (hazing)  through  which  his  predecessors  had 
passed  but  he  endured  them  all  without  a  murmur  or  complaint.” 
I  think  that  the  elevation  of  soul  that  Thomas  must  have 
acquired  through  sundry  duckings,  grid-iron  performances  and 
sore  shins  was  extraordinary,  for  Johnson  further  remarks  that 
when  the  next  year  came  and  it  was  his  own  turn,  Thomas  not 
only  would  not  haze  the  new  cadet  but  he  gave  the  plebe  the 
benefit  of  his  counsel  and  advice.  In  this  way  he  secured  to 
himself  a  life-long  friend.  And  if  anybody  could  thus  bring 
good  out  of  evil  it  was  George  H.  Thomas.  You  could  not  place 
him  anywhere  that  he  would  not  be  a  friend  of  the  outraged 
and  oppressed.  (Applause.) 

I  need  not  dilate  upon  his  academic  life.  It  differed  little 
from  that  of  Sherman,  Getty,  Ewell  and  their  classmates.  He 
had  a  fair  preparation  for  his  vocation  in  his  home  training  and 
in  his  Academy  and  law  studies.  He  was  naturally  a  thorough 
student,  and  at  the  outset  of  cadet  life  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
His  standing  of  twelve  in  a  class  of  forty  two  cadets  fairly 
gauges  his  scholarship.  Not  a  genius  but  a  young  man  of  good 
mental  powers.  His  fine  health,  his  singular  industry,  his 
retention  of  what  was  once  comprehended  put  him  among  the 
first  quarter;  and  his  unusual  memory  gave  his  instructors 
great  satisfaction.  It  was  remarked  of  him  by  his  associates 
that  he  never  lost  the  use  of  what  he  once  learned. 

In  June,  1840,  Thomas  graduated  from  the  Military  Academy 
and  became  a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Regular  Army,  as  did 
other  graduates.  On  the  1st  of  September  he  joined  the  Third 
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Artillery  at  Governor’s  Island.  A  few  months  later  he  was 
upon  that  old  drill  ground  for  young  officers,  among  the  ever¬ 
glades  of  Florida.  Before  the  end  of  1841  Thomas  had  already 
distinguished  himself  on  an  Indian  expedition,  so  that  General 
(at  that  time  Colonel)  Worth,  joining  with  the  Captain  of 
Thomas’s  company,  recommended  Thomas  for  his  first  honorary 
rank  of  Brevet.  Campaigning  in  Florida  in  those  days,  my 
friends,  was  no  child’s  play.  The  swamps,  the  lakes,  the 
palmetto  forests,  the  hot  sands,  the  bogs,  the  miasma,  the 
persistent  mosquitoes  and  the  flies  in  dark  swarms — who  that 
has  encountered  them  does  not  remember  them?  Where  there 
were  no  paths  or  roads  the  Indians  would  come,  shoot  and  dis¬ 
appear  with  incredible  swiftness.  Robust  health,  temperate 
habits,  devotion  to  duty  and  great  firmness  of  character  were 
requisite  to  enable  a  man  to  spend  a  year  in  those  surroundings 
without  some  taint.  George  H.  Thomas  endured  his  first  trials 
there  and  came  out  of  them  not  only  unscathed  but  honored. 

The  systematic  account  of  the  record  of  an  army  officer,  as 
given  by  the  Army  Register,  is  as  destitute  of  details  and 
incidents  of  his  career  as  is  a  human  skeleton  of  muscles  and 
flesh.  This  skeleton  outline  sends  Major  Thomas,  with  his 
regiment,  in  January,  1842,  to  New  Orleans,  and  locates  him 
at  the  barracks  there;  but  it  gives  no  intimation  of  how  stu¬ 
dious  he  was  in  his  duties  nor  even  of  how  polite  he  was  to  the 
handsome  young  ladies  of  that  superb  city.  It  takes  him 
soon  thereafter  to  old  Fort  Moultrie  in  Charleston  Harbor,  but 
it  does  not  tell  you  how  obstinately  Thomas  maintained  his 
loyalty  to  the  Union,  while  there,  in  the  very  teeth  of  fire- 
eaters,  nor  how  happy  he  was  to  be  again  bounced  off,  this 
time  in  May,  to  Fort  McHenry,  near  Baltimore,  and  made 
more  happy  by  an  actual  promotion,  not  to  a  brevet  but  to 
a  first  lieutenancy.  The  skeleton,  in  the  following  year,  gives 
him  a  few  more  baths  in  a  hot  and  malarial  atmosphere.  But 
the  sound  of  war,  sweeping  up  from  the  Texas  quarter,  soon 
called  him  to  join  staunch  old  Zachary  Taylor  in  his  campaign 
in  Mexico.  For  a  time  after  Thomas  joined  him,  Taylor  with 
his  small  army  was  opposite  Matamoras,  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
but  later  fell  back  to  his  supply  station  at  Point  Isabel,  leaving 
at  Fort  Brown  eight  companies,  of  which  Thomas’s  company 
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was  one,  under  the  command  of  Major  Brown.  Thomas  was 
of  much  help  to  Major  Brown,  in  honor  of  whom  Brownsville 
took  its  name.  Major  Brown  died  at  his  post  there,  and 
meanwhile  the  fort  was  under  the  Mexican  noisy  bombardment 
and  resisted  the  futile  assaults  upon  it  until  Taylor  returned. 
We  behold  Thomas  next  in  command  of  a  section  of  a  battery, 
and  with  the  Reynosa  (skirmishes)  banging  away  at  the  Mexi¬ 
can  masses.  After  that,  back  with  his  regiment  again,  he  did 
such  fine  service  that  he  was  soon  bre vetted  a  captain.  By 
the  way,  I  have  often  been  saluted  as  “Captain”  in  private 
life,  and  I  appreciate  the  distinction  very  much  indeed.  Upon 
trying  to  account  for  it,  I  learned  that  I  had  been  mistaken 
for  a  captain  in  the  navy.  The  Admiral  of  the  navy  (Melville), 
who  is  present  to-night,  may  understand  it.  (Merriment.) 

The  skeleton  places  Thomas,  in  December,  1846,  with 
General  Quitman,  in  Mexico,  where,  while  on  the  lead,  he  was 
with  the  part  of  the  brigade  that  entered  Victoria.  Next  the 
skeleton  brings  him  to  the  hard  fought  battle  of  Buena  Vista, 
but  it  does  not  tell,  as  Headley  does,  of  the  remarkable  steadi¬ 
ness,  skill  and  bravery  of  this  young  Captain  or  of  how  he 
managed  to  put  in  most  effective  cannon  shots  against  the 
common  foe.  For  his  activity  he  was  made  a  Major  by  brevet. 

In  1848,  after  a  brief  period  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  some 
duty  of  trivial  importance,  the  Register  brings  Major  Thomas 
to  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island.  You  may  picture  to  yourselves, 
my  friends,  a  stout,  brave,  handsome  young  man,  strong  in 
heart  and  unmarried,  who  is  brought  in  contact  with  the  bril¬ 
liant  social  life  of  Newport.  Remember  also  that  this  was 
following  the  hardships  he  had  endured  and  the  distinction 
he  had  won  in  the  Mexican  campaign.  But  he  had  hardly 
settled  himself  on  the  first  skirmish  line  in  making  acquaint¬ 
ances  with  the  most  attractive  young  women  in  the  world 
when  he  was  hastened  off,  for  a  second  time,  to  that  everlast¬ 
ingly  war  cursed  land  of  the  Seminoles.  He  went,  of  course, 
and  stayed  there  without  a  murmur  until  1850.  Murmuring 
at  orders  was  a  thing  of  later  date  and  was  confined  to  men 
of  a  different  class  from  that  of  Thomas. 

That  old  Register,  the  next  year,  in  1851,  after  I  became  a 
September  cadet  at  West  Point,  conducts  Major  Thomas  to 
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Boston  Harbor  and  stations  him  where  he  could  have  a  sight 
of  Faneuil  Hall  and  Bunker  Hill.  Within  three  months  there¬ 
after  the  Superintendent  of  the  Military  Academy,  noticing 
Thomas’s  proximity  and  appreciating  his  availability,  secured 
his  detail  as  an  instructor  in  cavalry  tactics  at  the  Military 
Academy.  I  remember  Thomas  well  when  he  appeared  at 
West  Point  at  that  time.  Tall,  but  so  well  proportioned,  that 
his  height  was  hardly  noticeable,  of  full  build,  without  corpu¬ 
lence,  a  large  head,  short,  brown  hair  and  small  moustache, 
large  limbs  and  firm  tread,  a  face  whose  complexion,  naturally 
fair,  had  been  browned  and  made  ruddy  by  much  exposure 
on  the  frontier.  I  assure  you  that  the  cadet,  Major  Thomas, 
of  Virginia,  who  had  participated  in  bloody  battles  and  had 
been  three  times  brevetted  for  gallantry,  was  not  a  figure 
which  anyone  would  pass  without  notice.  We  could  hear  his 
strong,  mandatory  voice  above  the  noise  of  the  rattle  of  the 
gun  carriages  and  the  clamor  of  the  section  officers.  His  solid 
seat  upon  a  good-sized  horse,  as  he  led  a  cavalry  charge  or 
jumped  the  hurdles,  was  much  admired.  In  the  recitation 
room  Thomas’s  easy,  kind  manner  and  the  good  marks  he 
awarded  us,  often  for  indifferent  recitations,  drew  our  boyish 
hearts  toward  him,  and  many  a  cadet  exclaimed  “God  bless 
Major  Thomas.”  He  remained  at  West  Point  nearly  four 
years,  until  I  left  the  Academy,  training  our  young  men  from 
the  North  and  the  South. 

My  friends,  that  which  the  Mississippi  River,  Charleston, 
Baltimore  and  Boston  Harbors  failed  to  bring  about,  the  Hud¬ 
son  River  did  bring  about;  it  furnished  a  helpmate  for  Major 
Thomas.  He  married  Miss  Frances  S.  Kellogg,  of  Troy. 
How  West  Point  and  Troy  came  together  we  may  not  say,  for 
the  Hudson  is  deep  and  fraught  with  mystery,  but  we  challenge 
novelists  to  describe  a  more  magnificent  couple.  A  beautiful 
and  accomplished  woman  became  the  joy  and  comfort  of  a 
handsome,  solid  man. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1855,  by  an  Act  of  Congress, 
four  new  regiments  were  added  to  our  regular  army — two  of 
cavalry  and  two  of  infantry.  Of  the  Second  Cavalry,  Albert 
Sydney  Johnson,  who  deservedly  has  so  high  a  reputation  as  a 
military  leader,  was  made  the  Colonel;  Robert  E.  Tee,  whose 
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reputation  is  pretty  well  known  to  you,  was  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel;  W.  G.  Hardee  was  the  Senior  Major  and  George  H. 
Thomas  was  the  Junior  Major. 

After  being  on  other  duty  for  awhile,  Thomas  reached  his 
regiment,  in  Texas,  about  the  1st  of  May,  1856.  From  May, 
1856,  to  November,  1860,  he  visited,  on  court  martial  duty 
and  inspection  service,  various  posts.  He  served  on  escort 
duty  in  removing  Indians  from  the  Indian  territory,  and  was 
sent  on  two  or  three  independent  scouts.  One  of  the  latter 
was  an  expedition  against  wild  and  troublesome  Indians  near 
the  head  waters  of  the  Concho  and  Colorado  Rivers  in  Texas. 
A  single  extract  from  Thomas’s  report  of  one  of  the  scouts  is 
of  interest  as  indicating  the  dangerous  character  of  the  service. 
Thomas  states,  “As  we  were  overhauling  them  (the  savages) 
one  fellow,  more  persistent  than  the  rest,  who  kept  his  position 
in  the  rear  of  the  animals,  suddenly  dismounted  and  prepared 
to  fight.  Our  men,  in  their  eagerness  to  meet  him,  hurried 
upon  him  so  quickly  that  several  of  his  arrows  took  effect, 
wounding  me  in  the  chest,  chin  and  in  one  leg,  and  also  wound¬ 
ing  Private  John  Sill  and  Private  Satchels,  each  in  their  legs, 
before  the  savage  fell  by  twenty  or  more  shots.  ’  ’ 

Major  Thomas’s  wound  was  a  very  painful  one.  He  had 
himself  drawn  out  the  arrow  from  his  leg  but  with  considerable 
difficulty.  It  made  a  deep  and  serious  cut,  and  there  was  a 
scar  on  his  chin  and  also  one  upon  his  breast. 

In  November  Major  Thomas  came  from  the  borders  of 
Texas  to  the  East,  and  this  time  on  a  leave  of  absence  granted 
for  one  year;  this  perhaps  being  on  account  of  the  wound  re¬ 
ferred  to.  Here  let  me  digress  for  a  moment  to  say  that  when 
I  was  a  small  boy  at  school,  in  a  Maine  village,  great  excite¬ 
ment  arose  because  a  citizen  of  that  village,  a  Mr.  Tupper, 
who  resided  for  part  of  the  year  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  had 
bought  and  brought  home  with  him  a  slave.  Everybody 
admitted  that  he  had  been  actuated  by  a  purely  humanitarian 
motive  to  keep  the  black  boy  from  being  sold  and  sent  off  into 
the  cotton  fields;  but  Mr.  Tupper’s  brother,  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  thought  it  was  a  great  sin  to  buy  a  human 
being;  and  as  Mr.  Tupper  had  not  yet  formally  manumitted 
the  boy,  his  name  was  dropped  from  the  church  rolls.  I  find 
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a  similar  case  in  the  history  of  George  H.  Thomas’s  Texas  life. 
He  had  bought  a  slave  woman  for  necessary  service,  as  many 
officers  were  constrained  to  do,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not 
possible  to  hire  servants.  When  he  was  about  to  leave  Texas 
he  was  much  perplexed  as  to  what  he  ought  to  do  with  this 
slave.  Ordinarily  one  would  suppose  that  a  young  Virginian 
like  Thomas  would  have  sold  the  slave  at  the  highest  market 
rate.  But  Thomas  said  to  himself,  ‘  ‘  I  haven’t  the  heart  to 
sell  a  human  being,  and  I  will  not.”  (Applause.)  So  that, 
although  it  gave  amusement  to  his  comrades,  Thomas,  at  con¬ 
siderable  expense,  transported  this  slave  woman  to  his  father’s 
home  in  Staunton,  Virginia.  After  the  War,  when  she  had 
married  and  had  a  family,  her. husband  and  children  became 
free,  and  subsequently  Thomas  transferred  the  whole  family 
to  a  station  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  They  sometimes  worked 
for  him  and  at  other  times  they  loafed,  but  he  ever  after 
cared  for  them  as  long  as  he  lived,  teaching  them  as  well  as  he 
could  independence  and  self-support. 

During  the  year,  only  a  part  of  which  Thomas  was  destined 
to  enjoy  in  rest,  many  strange  and  exciting  events  followed 
each  other  in  rapid  succession,  such  as  the  attempted  seces¬ 
sion  of  the  States,  the  firing  upon  Sumter,  the  resignations 
of  Southern  officers  from  the  Federal  service,  several  being 
in  Thomas’s  regiment.  In  1861,  because  of  other  officers  going 
away,  resigning  or  leaving,  Thomas  had  become  Colonel  of  the 
Second  Cavalry.  He  took  command  at  Carlisle  barracks, 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  remained  there  until  the  1st  of  June. 
Then,  uniting  four  companies  with  a  regiment  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  a  Philadelphia  regiment  of  volunteer  cavalry,  Thomas 
moved  to  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  joined 
General  Patterson  and  was  given  the  command  of  a  full  bri¬ 
gade.  On  the  2d  of  July  he  crossed  the  Potomac,  near 
Williamsport,  Maryland,  and  engaged  the  Confederates  in 
the  battle  of  Falling  Waters.  This  was  his  first  engagement 
in  the  War.  There  was  no  hesitation  on  his  part  because  of 
any  sentiment  of  fealty  to  his  State. 

Here  let  me  refer  to  a  statement  that  has  appeared  recently 
to  the  effect  that  when  the  War  was  in  its  incipiency,  General 
Grant,  General  Thomas  and  some  others  applied  to  Jefferson 
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Davis  to  be  promoted  in  the  new  Confederate  army.  I  have 
noticed  in  the  newspapers  the  withdrawal  of  the  charge  except 
concerning  General  Thomas;  and  it  is  reported  that  somebody 
down  South — I  am  sorry  to  say  he  is  represented  to  be  a 
minister  of  the  gospel  but  they  say  he  is  one — holds  a  letter 
which  at  some  time  or  other  he  may  make  public,  showing  that 
General  Thomas  actually  did  ask  for  a  commission  from 
Jefferson  Davis.  Now,  I  may  say  right  here  that  at  one  time 
a  man  from  Utah  came  to  me  and  told  me  a  story  that 
traduced  the  character  of  General  Garfield.  I  told  him,  “I 
don’t  believe  the  story  you  tell  me.”  “Well,”  he  said,  “I  can 
prove  it.”  I  replied,  “If  you  prove  it  I  won’t  believe  you.” 
He  wanted  to  say  a  few  words  more,  but  I  put  down  my  foot 
and  said,  “It  is  not  so,  and  you  may  leave  me”;  and  he  left. 
(Applause.)  Now  I  make  the  same  statement  with  reference 
to  that  letter,  if  such  a  thing  exists.  (Renewed  applause.) 

I  repeat  that  there  wras  no  hesitation  by  General  Thomas 
because  of  any  feeling  of  State  rights,  but  he  was  foremost  in 
the  attack  and  throughout  the  war  fought  gallantly  against  the 
Confederacy.  Stonewall  Jackson,  on  the  other  side,  was  also 
in  this  battle  of  Falling  Waters  and  received  his  first  baptism  of 
fire  in  the  War.  Of  course  both  of  these  soldiers  had  been  in 
Mexico.  Here  Greek  met  Greek,  the  one  fighting  for  his  whole 
country  and  the  other  for  an  anticipated  fragment  of  it. 
(Applause.) 

While  Thomas  was  in  West  Virginia,  under  Patterson  and 
Banks,  General  Robert  Anderson  went  to  Washington  and 
called  upon  General  Winfield  Scott  and  also  upon  President 
Lincoln.  He  told  them  he  wanted  to  ask  a  great  favor.  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  united  with  him  in  his  request.  He  then  solicited 
the  assignment  of  Colonel  Thomas  to  be  one  of  his  commanders 
in  his  Western  department,  just  then  organized,  in  Kentucky. 
Being  asked  if  Thomas’s  loyalty  could  be  relied  upon  (there 
wTere  already  in  circulation  rumors  unfriendly  to  our  hero),  the 
gallant  Anderson  promptly  replied,  “Yes,  I  will  guarantee  his 
loyalty  with  my  life.” 

In  August,  1861,  Thomas  was  made  a  Brigadier  General.  On 
the  12th  of  September  following  he  appeared  in  Kentucky  and 
assumed  command  of  that  source  from  which  regiments  and 


104 


Report  of  the  Guest  Committee. 


brigades  were  drawn,  that  school  of  discipline  and  drill  instruc¬ 
tion  as  well  as  depot  of  supplies,  Camp  Dick  Robinson.  Colonel 
Kniffen,  who  is  present  here  to-night,  will  remember  that  Camp. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  trials  and  difficulties  with  which 
a  man  in  Thomas’s  position  at  that  time  had  to  contend  because 
of  the  frequent  changing  of  commanders  of  the  district  and  the 
ambitions  of  newly-appointed  officers,  unused  to  war,  who  had 
come  from  civic  pursuits.  I  have  no  intention  to  reflect  upon 
them  because  they  came  from  civic  pursuits,  but  the  fact  was 
that  some  of  them  assumed  great  prerogatives  and  were  very 
much  inclined  to  override  a  man  like  Thomas.  He  refused  at 
once  and  firmly  to  be  subordinated  to  such  juniors  in  the  com¬ 
mand  given  him;  and  through  the  considerate  and  generous 
Sherman  he  managed  to  hold  that  camp  until  he  had  gotten  in 
readiness  a  sizable  field  division.  This  was  one  evidence  of  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  he  had  used  the  troops  placed  under 
his  charge. 

As  some  of  you  who  are  old  enough  to  remember  it  may 
know,  the  earliest  good  news  from  the  first  battlefield,  after 
Rosecranz’s  West  Virginia  successes,  came  from  Thomas.  It 
was  from  the  Mill  Springs  Battle,  which  was  fought  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1862.  General  Thomas  then  had  with  him,  as 
he  passed  Columbus,  Kentucky,  only  a  small  division.  General 
Schoepff  was  assigned  to  Thomas’s  division.  Schoepff  had  his 
detached  brigade,  a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  at  least  one  battery 
of  artillery.  At  that  moment  he  was  at  Somerset,  thirty  miles 
distant,  east  of  Thomas.  The  Confederate  Crittenden,  with 
the  famous  Zollicoffer  second  in  command,  was  coming  toward 
him  and  had  pushed  across  the  Cumberland  River  down  by 
Cumberland  Gap,  coming  up  and  crossing  the  river  at  a  point 
near  Mill  Springs,  some  ten  miles  south  of  Thomas’s  position. 
General  Thomas  here  attempted  a  movement  which  is  hard  to 
execute  in  war,  viz.,  to  concentrate  scattered  forces  in  the  face 
of  enemies  of  equal  strength  and  who  were  already  united. 
Crittenden  had  a  force  about  as  large  as  Thomas’s  all  told. 
Thomas  directed  Schoepff  to  so  move  his  infantry  and  cavalry 
as  to  be  near  the  enemy  simultaneously  with  himself.  It 
appears  that  Zollicoffer,  commanding  the  advance  of  the  Con¬ 
federates,  understood  this  attempt  well,  and  he  rushed  ahead 
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to  drive  in  a  wedge  of  separation  between  these  forces;  but 
Thomas  had  calculated  too  well  for  his  enemy,  and  he  reached 
Logan’s  Cross  Roads  in  time  to  skirmish  and  hold  Zollicoffer  in 
check  until  General  Schoeff  formed  a  junction  with  himself  and 
his  force.  The  battle  progressed,  and  it  was  a  severe  one.  It 
continued  for  part  of  two  days,  but  the  Confederates  were  at 
last  thoroughly  beaten.  Zollicoffer  was  slain,  and  the  entire 
opposing  force  broken  up  and  driven  across  the  Cumberland. 
Some  feeling  of  jealousy  at  that  time  kept  from  Thomas  his 
meed  of  praise;  so  that,  although  he  had  broken  down  the 
barriers  which  had  shut  up  our  loyal  friends  in  East  Tennessee 
and  had  gained  a  superb  victory,  he  himself  was  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  forthcoming  War  Department  orders  of  thanks 
and  congratulation.  My  friends  it  takes  time  for  jealousy, 
malice  and  calumny  to  gnaw  and  consume  themselves;  but 
time  is  long  lived  and  justice  never  dies. 

In  all  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  operations  of  Buell  and  of 
Rosecrans  (who  succeeded  Buell)  the  name  of  Thomas  was 
prominent.  The  influence  of  strong  men  over  those  who  are 
under  them  or  associated  with  them,  in  war  as  in  business, 
always  makes  itself  felt ;  and  that  influence  is  greater  than  we 
suppose.  Thomas  wielded  it. 

Thomas  made  it  a  hobby  to  have  the  equipment  of  his  men 
always  complete.  All  of  his  army  corps  showed  completeness 
both  in  equipment  and  in  preparation.  Thomas  always  showed, 
in  the  field  as  in  his  daily  habits,  a  great  steadiness;  it  was  appa¬ 
rent  in  his  gait  and  in  all  his  intellectual  operations.  He  did 
not  hasten  his  decision  unless  forced  to  do  so  by  the  enemy’s 
cannon,  but  he  adhered  to  a  principle,  to  a  movement,  to  an 
opinion,  to  a  decision,  with  unfailing  tenacity.  It  therefore 
followed  as  a  natural  result  that  the  troops  trained  by  Thomas 
were  known  for  steadiness  of  movement  and  for  the  firmness 
with  which  they  made  a  stand ;  hence  their  great  reliability  in 
battle. 

After  the  almost  drawn  battle  of  Stone  River,  when  Rose- 
crans’s  division  commander  was  preparing  in  the  night  for  the 
retreat  that  he  deemed  to  be  inevitable,  he  disturbed  Thomas 
from  a  sound  sleep  with  the  imperious  question,  “General 
Thomas,  will  you  protect  the  rear  during  the  retreat  to  Over- 


106  Report  of  the  Guest  Committee. 


holtz  Creek.”  Thomas,  half  awake,  promptly  answered  (and 
we  who  knew  him  can  imagine  with  what  sonorous  and  solemn 
emphasis  the  answer  came),  “This  army  can’t  retreat.”  His 
reply  was  made  so  rapidly  that  it  only  interrupted  his  much 
needed  sleep  for  a  single  moment.  He  had  but  a  few  hours 
before  brought  his  division  out  of  such  exceeding  peril  and  had 
so  strongly  established  a  reliable  line  that  he  was  determined 
for  himself,  and  he  was  determined  for  his  commander  Rose- 
crans,  never  to  give  up  the  position.  And  it  turned  out  that 
they  did  not  retreat  but  the  Confederates  did.  (Applause.) 

During  the  first  ten  days  of  September,  1863,  after  Vicksburg 
and  Gettysburg  had  been  properly  disposed  of,  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  again  astride  of  the  Rappahannock  and  gradually 
moving  towards  Culpepper  Court  House.  The  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  had  meanwhile  been  marching  to  the  vicinity  of 
Lookout  Mountain.  Thomas  was  then  leading  the  Fourteenth 
Corps;  and  a  despatch  came  from  General  Wagner  to  the  head¬ 
quarters  at  Trenton,  Tennessee,  announcing  the  evacuation  of 
Chattanooga  by  Bragg  and  his  Confederates,  when  Bragg  fell 
back.  Rosecrans  immediately  called  Thomas  to  consult  about 
arrangements  for  the  pursuit.  Under  his  wholesome  advice, 
Rosecrans  and  Thomas  then  made  haste.  How  promptly  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  crossed  the  range;  how  both  Union 
and  Confederate  armies  appeared  to  have  sought  the  conflict; 
the  battle  coming  on  like  that  of  Gettysburg,  where  neither 
leader  had  properly  planned  for  it  and  in  such  haste  that  Rose- 
crans’s  officers  could  hardly  tell  where  to  put  their  hospitals,  their 
cooks  and  their  supplies — these  are  matters  of  history.  After 
the  bloody  battle  of  Chickamauga  the  retreat  to  the  shelter  of 
Chattanooga  would,  we  know,  have  been  a  sad  affair  but  for 
the  fearless  stand  which  General  Thomas,  with  his  corps  and  a 
few  other  officers  and  fragments  of  the  army,  made  near  Ross- 
ville,  at  Snodgrass  Hill.  The  historian  admirably  condenses  my 
thought  concerning  Thomas  at  Chickamauga.  He  says :  ‘  ‘To  take 
command  of  half  the  army,  with  no  supporting  cavalry,  with 
exposed  flanks  and  uncovered  lines,  to  be  supreme  rather  than 
under  the  orders  of  a  superior,  and  under  such  circumstances  to 
contend  successfully  against  Bragg’s  whole  army  was  an  achiev- 
ment  that  transcends  the  highest  successes  of  Generals.” 

(Applause.) 
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After  that,  of  course,  Thomas  was  properly  called  “The 
Rock  of  Chickamauga.”  He  was  attaining  larger  and  closer 
relations  with  the  Washington  authorities.  Ten  days  after 
Chickamauga  Mr.  Stanton  telegraphed,  from  Washington,  to 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  C.  A.  Dana,  then  at  Nashville, 
these  pregnant  words,  “The  merits  of  General  Thomas  and  the 
debt  of  gratitude  the  nation  owes  to  his  valor  and  skill  are 
fully  appreciated  here,  and  I  wish  you  to  tell  him  so.  It  is 
not  my  fault  that  he  was  not  in  chief  command  months  ago.” 

On  the  16th  of  October,  the  very  next  month,  General 
Thomas  was  put  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Rosecrans  being  relieved.  His  troops  at  that  time  were  on 
less  than  half  rations  for  nearly  a  month  with  steadily  approach¬ 
ing  signs  of  starvation.  The  men  had  to  share  their  rations 
with  the  mules — I  don’t  say  that  the  mules  had  to  share  their 
rations  with  the  men.  When  the  men  were  very  hungry  there 
was  only  one  thing  for  them  to  do,  and  that  was  to  tighten 
their  belts.  The  situation  at  that  time  was  by  no  means 
delightful,  but  it  had  a  quick  relief  when  General  Grant  was 
placed  over  the  entire  Western  field,  for  there  were  soon  troops 
enough  and  abundant  supplies.  Grant  telegraphed  from  Louis¬ 
ville  to  Thomas,  “Hold  Chattanooga  at  all  hazards,”  to  which 
Thomas  at  once  replied  (and  I  can  imagine  just  how  he  said 
it  to  the  telegrapher),  “We  will  hold  Chattanooga  till  we 
starve.”  The  words  were  few,  but  they  were  pregnant  with 
meaning. 

We  were  hurried  up  from  Bridgeport.  We  went  from  there 
twenty-eight  miles  into  Lookout  Valley.  There  Thomas  was 
met  by  Harrison’s  brigade.  General  Grant  gave  Thomas  the 
whole  credit  for  this  move,  saying  in  a  despatch  from  Chatta¬ 
nooga  to  Washington,  “Thomas’s  plan  for  securing  the  retreat 
has  proved  eminently  successful.”  Grant  was  always  strong 
and  fearless  to  strike  the  match,  whoever  furnished  it;  he  was 
always  determined  to  pull  the  trigger,  whoever  cocked  the 
rifle.  It  was  quick  work  among  the  Chattanooga  hills.  Our 
people  passed  in  double  time  from  dismay  to  confidence,  from 
weakness  to  strength. 

The  presence  of  one  of  my  former  comrades  to-night,  who 
has  come  up  from  Washington  and  whose  name  I  have  already 
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mentioned,  reminds  me  of  an  incident  that  occurred  at  the 
Battle  of  Catoosa  Springs  or  Buzzards’  Roost,  at  which  I  was 
present,  when  General  Thomas  and  his  staff  and  General 
Stanley  and  his  staff  were  watching  the  Confederate  operations. 
We  were  near  a  mountain  range  on  which  there  was  a  squad 
of  Confederate  sharpshooters.  One  of  them,  who  evidently 
had  taken  a  good  look  at  the  party,  fired  at  us,  and  his  bullet 
went  through  the  crowd  and  passed  behind  me.  It  made 
three  holes  in  my  coat,  which  was  unbuttoned,  then  struck 
a  tree,  rebounded,  went  through  Colonel  Kniffen’s  hat  and 
was  buried  in  the  ground  without  hurting  anybody.  (Mer¬ 
riment.) 

Thomas  bore  here  a  gallant  part.  His  judgment  in  council, 
his  bravery  on  the  field,  his  disposition  of  his  forces,  his  choice 
of  reenforcements,  in  brief,  his  energetic  backing  up  and  sup¬ 
port  of  his  great  commander  was  thorough  and  hearty.  First 
Bragg  was  defeated,  and  then  he  fled.  Next  Knoxville  was 
relieved.  All  the  ground  was  then  cleared  to  Dalton,  the 
gateway  to  Georgia,  so  that  the  troops  spent  the  winter  of 
1863-64  near  Chattanooga,  in  comparative  ease  and  content¬ 
ment.  In  the  spring  of  1864  the  battle  of  more  than  one 
hundred  days — one  hundred  and  thirteen  days  with  three 
days  to  be  counted  out,  when  we  rested  before  crossing  the 
river — was  begun,  when  every  day  the  armies  of  McPherson, 
Thomas  and  Schofield  were  under  fire  from  Joe  Johnston’s  army. 
Thomas  was  Sherman’s  wheel-horse.  He  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  skirmishes  and  the  conduct  of  the  battles  until  near  At¬ 
lanta,  on  the  22d  of  July.  Steadily,  uncomplainingly,  Thomas 
pounded  away  at  Johnston’s  center,  and  he  pounded  it  every 
day  and  every  hour  while  McPherson  and  Schofield  turned 
to  play  upon  Johnston’s  flanks.  Johnston  had  to  keep  his 
center  to  be  pounded  by  Thomas.  In  1864,  at  Tunnel  Hill, 
near  Dalton,  with  a  veritable  sigh,  Thomas  saw  Johnston  slip 
away.  At  Jonesboro  his  troops  went  into  action  by  my  side. 

No  one  needs  to  hear  the  details  of  General  Thomas’s  battle 
at  Nashville  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  December,  1864.  That 
glorious  success,  together  with  Sherman’s  Christmas  present 
of  Savannah,  was  a  good  wind-up  to  the  whole  year’s  cam¬ 
paign.  To  bring  about  this  wind-up,  General  Sherman, 
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commanding  the  Western  Army,  had  selected  Thomas  and 
sent  him  back  to  Nashville,  giving  him  the  Fourth  (Stanley’s) 
corps,  the  Twenty-third  corps  (Cox’s),  A.  J.  Smith’s  division 
or  corps  (he  had  more  than  a  division;  he  belonged  to  the 
Department  of  Tennessee),  all  the  cavalry  under  Wilson,  with 
such  other  reenforcements  as  he  could  pick  up  by  withdrawing 
garrisons  and  gathering  recruits.  Thomas’s  army  was  made 
up  of  patchwork,  yet  Thomas  could  patch  well  if  Sherman  and 
Grant  gave  him  time.  Schofield  was  Thomas’s  second  in 
command.  It  required  Schofield’s  fiercest  battle  at  Franklin, 
Tennessee,  before  Thomas  could  get  together  his  scattered 
fragments,  but  at  last  it  was  all  accomplished.  Hood,  with 
a  veteran  Confederate  army,  long  organized  and  well  com¬ 
manded,  nearly  equal  in  numbers  to  Thomas’s  army,  marched 
northward,  crossed  the  Tennessee  and  fought  at  Franklin,  as 
we  have  seen,  and  then  sat  down  before  Nashville.  Both 
armies  were  fairly  well  entrenched.  Unavoidable  delays  from 
cold  and  ice  followed.  The  impatience  of  the  authorities  at 
this  situation  annoyed  Thomas  until  his  sensitive  heart  bled, 
but  he  would  not  attack  until  he  and  nature  were  ready,  and 
then  he  did  attack  with  vigor.  Who  has  heard  of  Hood’s 
army  since?  It  was  beaten,  it  was  scattered.  The  swiftness 
and  depth  of  the  grand  old  Tennessee  could  not  arrest  the 
flight  of  its  disrupted  and  rebellious  fragments.  As  an  army 
it  was  wrecked  against  “The  Rock  of  Chickamauga.” 

We  had  with  us  a  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald 
during  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  his  war  pictures  of  Thomas 
interested  me  very  much.  He  said  of  him,  ‘  ‘  Major  General 
Thomas  is  quite  the  reverse  of  Sherman  in  manner  and  appear¬ 
ance.  He  is  tall,  stout,  and  soldierly.  His  head  is  slightly 
bent  froward  as  if  drooping  with  thought  and  care.  His  hair 
and  beard,  which  he  wears  pretty  short,  are  rather  dark  and 
sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  about  fifty  years  of  age  and  looks 
his  age  thoroughly.  He  is  very  reserved,  speaks  little.  His 
cold,  phlegmatic  features  never  wear  a  smile  or,  if  he  smiles, 
he  smiles  in  such  a  manner  as  if  he  mocks  himself  and  scorns 
a  spirit  that  would  be  moved  to  smile  at  anything.”  He 
goes  on  to  say,  “Thomas  is  calm  and  courteous;  he  leaves 
-everything  to  rule;  he  never  leaves  anything  by  chance;  he 
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makes  his  arrangements  with  precision  and  foresight,  and  is 
sure  to  have  every  column  move  with  clock-like  regularity 
and  strike  at  the  proper  time  and  place.  Nothing  disturbs 
or  unnerves  him.  ’  ’ 

“  Oh  wad  some  power  the  gif  tie  gie  us 
To  see  oursel’s  as  others  see  us!” 

To  me  General  Thomas’s  features  never  were  cold,  and 
his  smile  of  welcome  was  always  pleasant  and  cordial.  When 
I  went  from  him  into  battle  his  words  and  acts  of  con¬ 
fidence  drew  toward  him  my  whole  heart.  If  I  succeeded 
Thomas  commended  me  without  stint;  if  my  attack  failed  he 
quickly  saw  the  cause  and  never  blamed  me  in  order  to  shield 
himself,  as  some  others  would  have  done.  When  the  blacks 
came  near  him  he  befriended  them  uniformly.  Before  eman¬ 
cipation  he  often  gave  colored  women  and  children  protection 
papers  and  sent  them  northward.  He  was  habitually  kind, 
gentle  and  eminently  just  in  all  his  relations  of  life.  His 
horses,  his  mules  and  even  the  cat  that  followed  him  to  lie  at 
his  feet  received  unfailing  marks  of  the  kindness  of  his  gentle 
soul.  Bee  had  numerous  and  devoted  friends,  and  deservedly 
so;  Stonewall  Jackson,  for  other  reasons,  had  a  large  number 
of  followers  among  those  who  loved  and  cherished  his  memory; 
but,  my  friends,  Virginia  did  not  furnish  throughout  the  entire 
War  a  better  General  or  a  greater  man  than  George  H.  Thomas. 
(Prolonged  applause.) 

I  want  to  pause  here  an  instant  to  say  that  at  one  time 
General  Thomas  was  a  victim  of  a  serious  railroad  accident — 
caused  by  a  train  collision;  the  car  in  which  he  was  seated 
having  rolled  down  an  embankment.  He  was  severely  hurt, 
particularly  in  the  spine,  which  was  injured.  What  was 
called  his  slowness  of  movement  was  the  result  of  the  in¬ 
jury  he  then  received.  He  never  complained  about  it  but 
always  bore  it  heroically.  When  I  first  knew  him  there  was 
no  such  slowness  noticeable  in  his  movements,  but  later,  as 
a  result  of  this  trouble,  he  could  not  ride  his  horse  at  a  rapid 
rate  for  long  distances  without  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
this  trouble.  The  question  was  sometimes  asked,  ‘  ‘  Why 
was  Thomas  so  slow  in  his  walk,”  and  that  which  I  have 
stated  is  the  explanation. 
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Something  has  been  said  in  regard  to  an  offer  to  General 
Thomas  to  become  the  head  of  an  institution  in  the  South 
before  the  War.  I  may  say  that  Sherman  was  an  instructor 
of  a  military  academy  in  Louisiana,  and  proffers  of  such 
positions  were  made  to  several  of  us  about  the  same  time.  A 
friend  of  mine  in  North  Carolina  wrote  to  me  to  know  whether  I 
would  take  charge  of  an  institution  of  that  character.  At 
that  time  nobody  dreamed  of  secession  or  the  possibility  of 
a  war.  If  General  Thomas,  in  those  days,  did  think  of  accept¬ 
ing  an  academic  position,  as  an  instructor,  it  was  because  he 
was  afraid  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  active  service  in 
the  field;  and  that  is  all  there  is  to  that. 

When  a  cadet  his  comrades  gave  him  the  soubriquet  of 
“Washington”;  and  indeed  he  was  a  Washington  in  figure 
and  in  strength  of  frame,  in  mental  ability  and  acquirements, 
in  a  gentle  and  manly  and  indomitable  spirit.  With  far  less 
opportunity  than  was  given  to  the  Father  of  his  Country  his 
achievements  place  him  by  the  side  of  Washington — a  manly 
man  and  a  great  soldier.  Sans  peur  et  sans  reproche  (without 
fear  and  without  reproach).  (Long  continued  cheering.) 

My  comrades,  if  you  want  to  have  a  little  cheering,  I  would 
like  you  to  give  three  cheers  for  George  H.  Thomas  and  then 
three  more  for  the  old  flag.  Some  of  us  are  passing  away, 
you  know.  Now  try  it. 

(The  entire  company  responded  by  rising  and  joining  with 
much  spirit,  under  the  lead  of  the  distinguished  orator,  in  a 
series  of  cheers;  after  which  General  Howard  held  a  reception 
in  the  Library  and  cordially  shook  hands  with  the  members 
and  their  guests.) 
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MY  PERSONAL  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  GENERAL 

WILLIAM  T.  SHERMAN. 

By  Major  General  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.  S.  V. 

Major  General  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  TJ.  S.  V.,  was  the  guest  of  honor  of 
The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  evening,  February  13, 
1908.  His  “  Personal  Recollections  of  General  William  T.  Sherman”  were 
a  valuable  contribution  to  the  literature  of  the  Civil  War,  and  detailed 
incidents  of  historic  campaigns,  thrilling  episodes  of  battles  and  interesting 
reminiscences  of  the  great  Commander. 

Hon.  Dimner  Beeber,  President  of  The  Union  League,  in  in¬ 
troducing  the  distinguished  guest,  said : 

Fellow  members  of  The  Union  League — Events  of  the  War 
for  the  Union  are  always  attractive  and  interesting  to  us,  and 
a  narration  of  them  to  this  Club  by  the  actual  participants  in 
those  events  must  be  of  peculiar  interest  to  all  of  our  members. 
A  few  weeks  ago  we  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  listening  to  one  of 
the  two  surviving  Commanders  of  a  separate  army  in  that  War; 
and  to-night  I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  you  the  other 
Commander,  General  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  who  will  address  you 
upon  his  personal  recollections  of  one  of  the  great  leaders  of  our 
armies. 

General  Sherman  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  right  arm  of 
him  who  was  the  head  of  the  united  armies  of  the  Union.  No 
one  can  fail  to  be  interested  deeply  in  any  account  of  his  career, 
and  it  becomes  of  exceptional  interest  and  value  to  us  when  we 
reflect  that  the  gentleman  who  will  speak  to-night  enjoyed  the 
honor  and  the  distinction  of  a  close  personal  intimacy  with  that 
great  soldier. 

General  Dodge’s  address  was  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President,  gentlemen  of  The  Union  League — I  appreciate 
the  compliment  and  the  great  honor  in  inviting  me  here  to 
address  you  and  to  pay  a  tribute  to  my  old  Commander.  At 
an  earlier  day,  in  the  ’70’s,  when  interested  with  Colonel  Scott 
and  that  body  of  distinguished  Philadelphians  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vanians  who  did  so  much  to  develop  and  build  up  this  great 
country,  I  used  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  this  Club.  I  am 
fortunate  in  being  an  honorary  member  of  The  Union  League 
of  New  York,  where  I  spend  my  leisure  hours;  and  when  the 
President  of  that  Club  knew  of  the  invitation  to  me  to  come 
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here,  he  requested  me  to  express  to  you  their  thanks  for  the 
courtesy  and  honor  you  had  paid  me. 

As  a  soldier  of  the  Union,  General  Sherman,  by  common 
consent,  stands  second  in  a  galaxy  of  great  commanders  such 
as  no  cycle  in  the  annals  of  time  can  parallel.  This  is  the  ver¬ 
dict  alike  of  the  most  superficial  reader  and  the  most  diligent 
student  of  history.  A  reference  to  the  official  list  of  battles, 
skirmishes  and  other  contests  from  April,  1861,  to  the  close  of 
the  War  develops  the  astounding  fact  that  for  every  day, 
including  Sundays,  of  those  four  years,  there  were  at  least  three 
of  these  struggles;  and  if  in  such  a  death  grapple  General 
Sherman  rose  to  the  highest  rank  and  command  among  the 
victors,  it  was  because  his  marked  individuality  fitted  him  for 
eminent  leadership ;  and  if  time  and  opportunity  permitted,  it 
could  not  but  be  interesting  to  turn  back  to  his  parentage  and 
scan  the  surroundings  of  his  youth  for  those  formative  influ¬ 
ences  which  moulded  the  plastic  tendencies  of  his  nature  into 
a  lofty  and  harmonious  personality. 

Both  his  father  and  grandfather  had  been  learned  in  the  law. 
It  was  his  gifted  father  who,  when  his  third  son  was  born,  pro¬ 
posed  to  bestow  upon  him  the  name  of  a  celebrated  chieftain, 
as  if  foreseeing  the  military  career  which  was  to  make  the 
name  of  his  son  illustrious.  Judge  Sherman  entertained 
a  warm  admiration  for  the  celebrated  Indian  chief  Tecum- 
seh.  This  singular  Indian  was  gifted  with  rare  endow¬ 
ments  which  gave  him  prominence  amongst  his  tribal  allies  and 
a  commanding  influence  over  his  followers  of  the  forest.  Nature 
had  made  him  a  soldier,  and  he  was  a  statesman  by  intuition: 
far-seeing  to  plan,  wary  to  win,  sagacious  to  fight  and  inflexible 
to  execute.  These  qualities  made  a  formidable  leader  and 
always  a  dangerous  opponent.  It  was  the  name  of  this  re¬ 
nowned  Indian  that  Judge  Sherman  bestowed  upon  the  new 
born  son.  Shortly  after,  at  a  social  gathering  at  his  house, 
being  remonstrated  with  for  perpetuating  in  his  family  the 
savage  Indian  name,  Judge  Sherman  only  replied,  and  it  was 
with  seriousness,  “Tecumseh  was  a  great  warrior”;  and  the 
affair  of  the  name  was  settled  never  to  be  changed. 

The  first  time  I  came  in  personal  contact  with  General 
Sherman  was  in  September,  1863.  I  was  then  lying  very  ill  at 
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Corinth,  and  was  commander  of  that  district.  General  Grant 
had  ordered  Sherman  west  from  Memphis  to  rebuild  the  road 
through  to  Decatur,  with  a  view  of  aiding  Rosecrans  in  his 
campaign  against  Bragg  or  at  least  to  make  a  demonstration 
upon  Bragg’s  communications.  General  Sherman  brought 
with  him  an  open  letter  from  General  Grant  to  me.  He  sat 
down  by  my  bed-side  and  read  the  letter,  which  was  very  com¬ 
plimentary  to  me  and  my  command.  The  substance  of  the 
letter  was  that  when  General  Sherman  reached  my  command  I 
was  to  take  from  it  whatever  troops  could  be  spared  and  accom¬ 
pany  him  in  his  movement  to  the  east.  After  Sherman  read  the 
letter  from  Grant  he  said,  “Now,  are  you  well  enough  to  do 
what  General  Grant  suggests.”  I  said,  “Yes.”  He  added,  “All 
right,  I  will  give  you  plenty  of  time,  you  can  bring  up  the 
rear;  and  I  will  issue  the  orders.” 

Sherman  was  then  commander  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
that  was  crossing  the  country  from  Memphis  to  Dectaur.  Soon 
after  his  visit  to  me  I  received  the  following  letter  from  him, 
which  will  show  you  his  frank  and  unreserved  manner  of  com¬ 
municating  with  a  subordinate  who  was  to  command  one  of 
his  units: 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
October  22,  1863. 

General  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Corinth. 

Dear  General. — I  thank  you  for  the  budget  of  news. 
We  can  approximate  the  truth  of  course.  Here  I  am 
balked  by  Bear  Creek,  which  is  a  worse  place  than  was 
represented  to  me.  I  have  my  three  leading  divisions 
across  Bear  Creek,  and  all  hands  are  busy  at  the  bridge 
and  trestles.  We  have  lost  eight  killed  and  about  thirty- 
five  wounded  in  all.  Among  the  dead  is  Colonel  Torence 
of  the  30th  Iowa. 

I  think  it  is  well  established  that  Lee,  who  came  from 
Jackson  and  Clinton  and  Canton  with  about  four  thou¬ 
sand  good  cavalry,  is  to  my  front  with  Rody’s  brigade; 
and  I  think  also  that  Wheeler’s  cavalry  has  been  driven 
out  of  Tennessee  and  is  now  resting  between  here  and 
Decatur. 

If  all  this  cavalry  turns  on  me  I  will  have  a  nice  time 
but  cannot  help  it.  And  if  Porter  gets  me  up  some  boats 
to  Eastport  I  will  checkmate  them.  The  Tennessee  is  in 
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very  fair  boating  order  for  four  feet,  and  I  expect  daily  a 
boat  up  from  Cairo,  also  a  ferry-boat.  I  have  had  the 
river  examined  well,  and  am  more  than  satisfied  we  cannot 
ford  even  on  the  shoals. 

I  don’t  believe  the  report  of  the  capture  of  Banks  and 
fifteen  regiments.  Dick  Taylor  was  somewhere  west  of 
the  river,  between  Alexandria  and  Shreveport.  That  is 
ground  familiar  to  me,  and  I  know  Dick  Taylor  cannot 
get  to  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  with  anything  like 
an  army.  After  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  we  relaxed  our 
efforts  and  subsided.  The  “Secesh,”  on  the  contrary,  in¬ 
creased  theirs  amazingly.  The  rascals  display  an  energy 
worthy  a  better  cause,  bad  as  it  is,  but  when  they  come 
to  the  finish  they  don’t  fight  equal  to  their  numbers. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  all  information  and  will 
impart  all  possible  information  to  you.  Keep  me  well 
advised  from  day  to  day  of  Fuller’s  approach.  I  have 
one  brigade  at  Burnsville,  two  here,  and  three  divisions 
front  of  Bear  Creek. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  Sherman. 

In  was  October  24,  1863,  that  Sherman  was  given  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  it  was  the  next  day  that  I 
received  this  order: 

Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Tennessee, 

October  25,  1863. 

Generae  Dodge, 

Corinth. 

I  wish  you  to  prepare  to  make  up  the  best  possible  divi¬ 
sion  of  troops,  to  be  taken  from  those  now  in  your  own 
division  and  such  others  as  on  railroad  guard  duty,  not 
belonging  to  any  of  the  organized  branches  of  Hulbert’s 
corps.  You  to  command  it  and  to  accompany  the  move¬ 
ment  up  the  Valley  of  the  Tennessee.  Our  object  is  to 
secure  absolute  footing  up  the  Valley  of  the  Tennessee  and 
the  river,  giving  us  a  certain  supply  to  Eastport  now,  and 
Florence  very  soon.  We  can  risk  the  railroad  or  use  it 
as  long  as  we  can.  Is  your  health  equal  to  it?  Come  up 
and  see  me  on  the  subject. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major  General. 

I  got  on  a  locomotive,  taking  a  surgeon  with  me,  and  visited 
Sherman  on  the  27th  of  October.  Sherman  received  Grant's 
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dispatch  to  drop  all  railroad  repairs  east  of  Iuka  and  move  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  Chattanooga.  The  plans  were  then 
formed  for  crossing  the  Tennessee,  and  I  was  able  from  my 
knowledge  of  the  country  to  aid  him  in  putting  his  army  across. 

You  all  know  the  history  of  that  rapid  march  to  Chattanooga. 
I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  it  in  detail.  I  drew  from  my  com¬ 
mand  troops  for  two  divisions,  and  Sherman  organized  them 
immediately  into  a  corps  command.  As  we  marched  along  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  writing  back  personal  letters  to  each  of  us 
who  commanded  a  unit,  and  telling  us  where  he  thought  we 
would  find  the  best  means  of  feeding  our  commands,  because 
we  were  living  off  of  the  country,  and  only  transporting  in 
wagons  sugar,  coffee  and  bacon. 

When  he  got  into  Elk  River  County  with  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  he  wrote  to  me,  saying,  “The  Fifteenth  Army 
Corps  have  cleaned  up  everything  as  they  went  along;  you  had 
better  not  follow  them;  I  don’t  think  you  will  find  a  chicken  in 
their  trail;  and  my  advice  is  to  push  further  north,  say  toward 
Pulaski  or  Columbia,  and  let  me  know  what  route  you  take.” 

I  changed  the  direction  of  my  column,  towards  Columbia, 
as  he  had  suggested,  and  reported  my  movements. 

While  on  this  march  I  received  the  following  letter: 

Headquarters  Army  oe  the  Tennessee, 
Bridgeport,  November  18,  1863. 

Dear  General. — Your  letter  enclosing  copy  of  your 
order  is  received.  I  heartily  approve  your  order  and  think 
it  is  right  to  make  citizens  earn  good  treatment.  They 
can  suppress  guerillas — I  know  it,  and  on  my  threat  at 
Florence  they  brought  in  a  man  captured  by  guerillas  at 
Gravely  Springs.  Keep  your  infantry  so  that  you  can  con¬ 
centrate,  and  let  your  cavalry  watch  well  down  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Elk  on  both  sides.  Don’t  let  the  enemy 
draw  any  supplies  from  north  of  the  Tennessee. 

I  have  been  up  to  Chattanooga.  Their  poor  mules  and 
horses  tell  the  tale  of  horrid  roads  and  no  forage.  I  hate 
to  put  ours  up  in  that  mountain  gorge.  The  two  divisions 
have  gone  forward  and  two  more  follow  to-morrow.  I  go 
to  Chattanooga  to-morrow,  and  think  many  days  cannot 
elapse  before  we  bring  on  the  fight.  It  is  intended  to  act 
quick,  as  Eongstreet  has  gone  up  to  East  Tennessee. 
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Write  me  fully  and  frequently,  and  send  me  all  the 
statistical  information  that  I  may  stow  it  away  for  the 
future.  Your  sketch  of  your  route  shows  Pulaski  a  good 
place  from  which  to  operate.  I  will  try  to  get  some  more 
cavalry  from  the  North. 

Yours, 

W.  T.  Sherman,  Major  General. 

I  was  greatly  disappointed  on  receiving  this  letter  and  a 
letter  which  he  enclosed  me  from  General  Grant,  telling  me  to 
rebuild  the  roads  in  Central  Tennessee.  I  answered  General 
Sherman  from  Pulaski,  on  the  23d.  The  first  sentence  of  my 
letter  let  him  know  how  disappointed  I  was.  It  was  as  follows: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  November  18th,  written 
at  Bridgeport,  and  if  a  fight  comes  off  at  Chattanooga  and 
we  are  not  in  it,  we  will  be  sadly  disappointed,  but  take  it 
for  granted  it  is  for  the  best. 

After  the  battle  of  Chattanooga  I  received  the  following 
message  from  General  Sherman : 

“We  are  all  right.  We  defeated  Bragg  on  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  our  troops  are  pursuing.  I  start  at  once  for 
the  head  of  my  column.  Keep  your  troops  well  in  hand, 

I  hope  soon  to  come  to  you,  and  we  will  then  make  all  right 
south  and  west  of  Decatur.’ ’ 

After  the  Chattanooga  campaign  Sherman  marched  to  Knox¬ 
ville.  As  soon  as  Longstreet  knew  he  was  en  route,  he  left. 
Sherman  brought  back  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  scattered 
it  from  Columbia  along  the  line  of  the  Nashville  and  Decatur 
road  and  from  Athens  to  Bridgeport,  along  the  line  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  and  Charleston  road,  with  directions  to  fit  up  our  command 
ready  for  a  spring  campaign,  remount  our  cavalry  and  replenish 
our  teams.  In  fact,  he  gave  me  a  carte-blanche  to  do  everything 
necessary  to  put  our  command  in  good  condition  for  the  cam¬ 
paign  Grant  had  in  view. 

While  we  were  lying  there  carrying  out  these  orders,  and  I 
was  rebuilding  the  railroads,  Sherman  took  McPherson  and, 
with  a  portion  of  their  staff,  went  to  Vicksburg  and,  with  the 
troops  there,  made  the  campaign  to  Meridian  December  12th, 
1863;  leaving  Logan  and  myself  in  the  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  without  a  commander,  to  take  care  of  ourselves 
and  to  do  the  best  we  could.  And  it  was  while  we  were  lying 
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there,  during  that  winter,  that  differences  occurred  between 
Logan  and  Thomas,  which  later  prevented  the  appointment  of 
Logan  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  upon  the 
death  of  General  McPherson.  They  arose  from  simple  annoy¬ 
ances.  Logan,  being  of  an  authoritative  disposition,  and  having 
been  with  a  little  army  that  held  its  way  and  was  omnipotent 
where  it  stood,  could  not  understand  why  he  could  not  send  one 
of  his  own  soldiers  or  officers  over  the  railroads,  in  another 
General’s  department,  with  his  own  pass,  without  applying  to 
General  Thomas’s  staff  for  transportation.  This  brought  on  a 
conflict  between  Thomas  and  Logan,  at  first  no  bigger  than 
your  hand,  but  finally  growing  into  a  matter  of  considerable 
moment.  When  Generals  Sherman  and  McPherson  returned 
from  their  Meridian  raid,  March  17th,  1864,  Sherman  was  ap¬ 
pealed  to  by  both  of  these  officers  and,  desiring  peace,  used  all  his 
ingenuity  to  soften  matters  and  satisfy  Logan  and  Thomas;  but 
neither  really  forgave  the  other  for  the  differences  that  then 
occurred. 

It  was  while  we  were  lying  here  that  Grant  was  ordered  to 
Washington;  and  in  March,  1864,  on  Sherman’s  return  from 
the  Meridian  campaign,  the  corps  commanders  with  General 
Rawlins  and  one  or  two  others,  among  them  General  Sheridan, 
were  ordered  to  Nashville,  where  we  met  Generals  Grant  and 
Sherman.  Sherman’s  first  suggestion  was  that  we  should  go  to 
the  theatre.  We  were  all  dressed  in  our  rough  campaigning 
clothes,  in  fact  we  had  nothing  else  with  us,  as  we  had  not  been 
able  to  get  any  supplies  since  we  left  the  Mississippi.  That 
night  we  went  to  the  theatre,  paid  our  way  in  and  obtained 
seats  in  the  front  row  in  the  balcony.  The  play  of  “Hamlet” 
was  upon  the  boards.  You  all  know  what  a  fine  Shakespearian 
critic  Sherman  was.  The  play  was  simply  being  butchered  to 
the  great  amusement  of  a  theatre  full  of  soldiers  who  were 
either  coming  from  leave  of  absence  or  going  upon  one.  No 
one  in  the  audience  seemed  to  recognize  us,  and  we  sat  there 
quite  a  while.  Sherman,  who  was  sitting  next  to  me,  talked  so 
loudly  about  the  play  that  everybody  could  hear  him.  He  said, 
“Dodge,  that  is  no  way  to  play  Hamlet”;  and  he  went  on  so 
excitedly  that  I  said  to  him  two  or  three  times,  “General, 
don’t  talk’so  loud — some  of  the  boys  will  discover  us  and  there 
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will  be  a  scene.”  But  he  was  so  indignant  at  the  butchery  of 
the  play  that  he  could  not  keep  still.  During  the  grave-digger 
scene,  where  Hamlet  picks  up  the  skull  of  Yorick  and  solilo¬ 
quizes  upon  it,  a  soldier  in  the  back  part  of  the  audience  rose 
and  halloed,  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  “Say,  Pard,  what  is 
it — Yank  or  Reb?”  Of  course  the  whole  house  came  down, 
and  Grant  said,  “We  had  better  get  out  of  here.”  We  left,  and 
no  one  knew  that  the  two  great  soldiers  of  the  age  had  been 
in  the  audience. 

Within  a  day  or  two  we  were  sent  back  to  our  commands. 
Grant  was  desirous  of  taking  some  of  the  officers  who  had 
served  with  him  in  the  West  to  the  eastern  army.  Sherman 
protested,  desiring  to  have  his  army  left  intact,  but  Sheridan 
was  finally  selected  and  taken.  Sherman  went  with  Grant  as 
far  east  as  Cincinnati. 

During  the  Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  in  1889,  at  the  banquet  in  the  Burnet  House,  Sherman 
pointed  out  to  me  the  room  where  Grant  and  he,  with 
their  maps,  came  to  their  agreement  as  to  the  general 
movement  that  was  to  be  made  in  Grant’s  campaign  in  May, 
1864,  which  was  to  close  the  war.  The  agreement,  as  Sherman 
stated  it  to  me,  was  for  each  to  take  care  of  the  enemy  in  his 
part  of  the  country,  and  Grant  was  to  move  all  of  the  armies 
at  once.  Both  agreed  that  they  would  each  hold  the  enemy 
in  their  front;  that  although  the  rebels  had  the  interior  line  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  each  to  prevent  a  movement  of  any  of  the 
enemy’s  forces  from  the  front  of  one  to  that  of  the  other.  And 
we  all  know  how  well  they  accomplished  their  purpose.  Grant 
said  to  Sherman,  “If  Lee  sends  any  of  his  troops  to  your  front 
I  will  send  you  twice  as  many  men  as  he  sends  Johnston.” 
And  during  the  campaign  Sherman  often  said,  “We  must  press 
Johnston  so  that  under  no  circumstances  can  he  detach  any 
part  of  his  command  to  reinforce  Lee.” 

After  the  battle  of  Chattanooga  the  Government  was 
issuing  and  selling  rations  to  the  citizens  of  Tennessee.  When 
General  Sherman  prepared  for  his  Atlanta  campaign  he  knew 
that  its  success  depended  upon  his  ability  to  feed  his  men  and 
animals,  and  he  therefore  issued  Order  No.  8,  stopping  this 
issue  to  citizens.  In  a  few  days  he  received  this  despatch  from 


120 


Report  of  the  Guest  Committee. 


President  Lincoln,  dated  May  4,  1864:  “I  have  an  imploring 
appeal  from  the  citizens,  who  say  your  Order  No.  8  will  compel 
them  to  go  north  to  Nashville.  This  is  in  no  sense  an  order, 
nor  is  it  even  a  request,  that  you  will  do  anything  which  in  the 
least  shall  be  a  drawback  upon  your  military  operations,  but 
anything  you  can  do  consistently  with  the  appeals  of  these 
suffering  people  I  should  be  glad  of.” 

On  May  5th  General  Sherman  sent  an  answer  characteristic 
of  him,  as  follows:  “A.  Lincoln,  President.  We  have  worked 
hard,  with  the  best  talent  of  the  country,  and  it  has 
demonstrated  that  the  railroad  cannot  supply  the  army  and 
the  people  too.  One  of  them  must  quit.  The  army  does  not 
intend  to  unless  Joe  Johnston  makes  us.”  (Merriment  and 
applause.)  “The  issues  to  citizens  have  been  enormous,  and 
the  same  weight  of  corn  and  oats  would  have  saved  thousands 
of  mules  whose  carcasses  now  corduroy  the  roads,  and  which 
we  need  so  much  in  war.  I  will  not  change  my  Order,  and  I 
beg  you  to  be  satisfied  that  the  clamor  is  partly  humbug  and 
for  effect.  I  advise  you  to  tell  the  bearers  of  the  appeal  to 
hurry  and  make  up  a  column  of  cattle  and  wagons  and  go  over 
the  mountains,  by  Cumberland  Gap  and  Somerset,  to  relieve 
their  suffering  friends,  as  they  used  to  before  the  railroad  was 
built.  Tell  them  they  have  no  time  to  lose.  We  can  relieve 
all  actual  suffering  by  each  company  and  regiment  giving  their 
savings.  Every  man  who  is  willing  to  fight  and  work  gets  the 
full  rations,  and  to  all  who  will  not  fight  and  work  we  offer 
free  passage  in  the  cars.” 

In  April,  1864,  the  first  intimations  were  sent  confidentially 
to  the  corps  commanders  for  the  concentration  of  our  forces  and 
the  movement  of  our  troops.  During  my  command  in  Middle 
Tennessee  I  had  raised  several  regiments  of  colored  troops  with 
General  Sherman’s  approval,  although  he  was  criticised  very 
severely  for  taking  no  colored  troops  with  him.  His  answer  to 
me  on  that  criticism  was,  “I  propose  to  leave  the  colored  troops 
to  occupy  our  lines  of  communication,  where  they  can  have  the 
protection  of  entrenchments  and  a  chance  to  drill ;  and  I  do  not 
propose  in  this  campaign  that  the  rebels  shall  say  that  it  was 
necessary  for  me,  to  whip  them,  to  take  part  of  their  niggers  to 
do  it.”  So  in  April,  when  he  sent  his  orders,  I  wrote  him  that 
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I  proposed  to  take  every  white  soldier  on  my  line  with  me; 
and  he,  without  answering  my  letter,  sent  me  an  order  to  go 
forward  with  my  force  but  to  leave  one  white  brigade  (naming 
its  commander)  at  Decatur,  Alabama.  And  in  pursuance  of  these 
commands  I  commenced  marching  towards  Chattanooga. 
When  I  was  about  half  way  there  I  received  a  note  from  General 
McPherson,  telling  me  to  put  my  force  upon  the  cars  and, 
with  my  ammunition,  reach  Chattanooga  before  the  5th  of 
May,  leaving  my  trains  to  follow  by  wagon  road.  We  arrived 
there  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  without  tents  or  rations,  and 
I  immediately  repaired  to  General  Sherman’s  headquarters, 
where  we  found  our  army  commander,  General  McPherson, 
waiting  for  us.  I  remember  that,  at  the  breakfast  table  at  the 
hotel,  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  the  knives  and  forks 
chained  to  the  table,  and  concluded  that  the  reputation  of 
“Sherman’s  Bummers”  had  preceded  us. 

Sherman  evidently  had  a  consultation  with  the  army  com¬ 
manders  before  I  arrived  because  he  said  to  McPherson,  “I 
think  I  had  better  read  Dodge  these  despatches”;  and  then 
he  sat  down  and  read  those  celebrated  despatches  that  passed 
between  Grant  and  himself  from  May  1st  to  the  5th,  which  you 
have  all  seen  published.  When  he  had  finished  he  said,  “Now, 
Dodge,  you  see  what  you  have  to  do.  Where  are  your  troops?” 
I  replied,  “They  are  unloading.”  He  said  to  McPherson,  “I 
think  you  had  better  send  Dodge  to  take  Ship’s  Gap  to-night.” 
McPherson  said,  “Why,  General,  it  is  thirty  miles  away.” 
Sherman  said,  “No  matter — let  him  try  it.”  I  asked  him  for 
a  guide,  and  McPherson  said  if  they  could  find  one  they  would 
send  him  to  me.  Sherman  gave  me  a  map  with  the  road  and 
gap  known  as  Ship’s  Gap,  in  the  first  range  of  mountains  that 
I  was  to  capture.  That  night,  about  midnight,  General 
Sprague,  commanding  a  brigade  of  Veatch’s  division  of  the 
Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  reached  the  summit  of  the  gap  and  made 
the  first  opening  through  the  range  of  mountains,  which  enabled 
us  to  pass  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  before  the  enemy  dis¬ 
covered  the  movement  to  their  rear.  To  my  own  surprise  and 
to  the  surprise  of  everybody  else  we  pushed  through  the  long 
narrow  gorge  before  midnight  of  the  8th,  one  day  ahead  of  the 
time  fixed,  where  one  regiment  of  cavalry  properly  posted 
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would  have  held  us  and  forced  the  battle.  Johnston’s  troops 
did  not  attack  us  until  the  morning  of  the  9th.  So  that  the  first 
plans  of  Sherman,  as  he  afterwards  said  to  me,  were  so  successful 
and  so  satisfactory  that  he  thought  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
should  have  planted  itself  across  the  railroad,  near  Resaca,  in 
the  rear  of  Johnston,  which  would  have  forced  him  to  abandon 
his  trains  and  fight  us  or  make  a  long  detour  through  to  the 
east.  That  question  has  been  fought  over  in  the  newspapers 
and  by  the  different  officers,  but  Sherman,  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  always  felt  and  claimed  that  if  the  fifteen  thousand 
men  we  had  with  us  had  been  planted  and  entrenched  squarely 
in  front  of  Resaca  it  would  have  broken  up  Longstreet’s  army. 

I  was  too  young  an  officer  then  to  discuss  these  matters,  but 
simply  obeyed  my  orders  and  do  not  propose  at  this  day  to 
criticise  the  action  of  General  McPherson  or  to  pass  judgment 
upon  the  opinion  of  Sherman,  because  it  can  do  no  good.  There 
is  no  question  that  there  never  was  a  braver  or  more  loved  and 
trusted  General  in  our  army  than  McPherson,  and  if  he  made  a 
mistake  there  is  no  person  either  in  or  out  of  the  army  who 
does  not  know  that  he  made  it  in  the  interest  of  what  he  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  his  duty ;  and  I  claim  that  no  one  can  now  criticise 
him  for  it;  for  Sherman,  after  it  was  all  over,  never  did.  Our 
rapid  movement  surprised  Johnston  and  accomplished  the  prin¬ 
cipal  object  of  the  change  of  position  to  his  rear,  forcing  him  out 
of  his  impregnable  position  at  Dalton  and  driving  him  south  of 
the  Ostanaul  River. 

During  the  march  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta  we  were 
very  short  of  all  kinds  of  provisions,  canned  fruits,  vegetables, 
etc.  We  lived  on  bread,  beans  and  bacon.  I  had  been  suf¬ 
fering  during  the  whole  of  the  campaign,  was  run  down  a  great 
deal  physically,  and  thought  if  I  could  get  a  change  of  food 
it  would  help  keep  me  up.  I  went  over  to  General  Sherman’s 
headquarters  and  asked  him  to  allow  me  to  send  by  Lieutenant 
Bailey  (who  had  been  detailed  from  my  command,  in  charge 
of  the  mail  run  over  from  Nashville  to  the  front)  to  bring  me 
down  some  dried  fruit  and  vegetables.  I  told  Sherman  that  I  was 
running  down,  that  I  had  a  very  bad  wound  in  the  side  and  it 
seemed  impossible  to  keep  it  from  sapping  away  my  strength. 
Sherman  looked  at  me  and  said,  “Dodge,  all  you  want  is  some 
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good  ’whiskey,”  and  took  me  to  his  tent.  Good  or  bad  whiskey 
was  entirely  different  to  me  then  from  what  it  is  now,  but  of 
course  I  submitted.  I  urged  my  necessities  upon  the  General, 
but  he  said  it  was  impossible  to  allow  me  to  bring  forward  any¬ 
thing,  and  that  if  he  did  it  for  one  he  would  have  to  do  it  for 
others;  and  I  went  away  a  good  deal  disappointed,  which 
Sherman  saw.  There  was  no  way  of  getting  anything  without 
his  permission.  It  was  not  more  than  a  day  or  so  afterward 
that  Colonel  Dayton,  his  adjutant,  happened  to  be  at  my  head¬ 
quarters  and  asked  one  of  the  staff  officers  if  I  had  sent  to 
Nashville  for  anything.  The  staff  officer  informed  him  that 
I  had  applied  for  and  could  not  get  permission,  and,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  would  not  send.  Dayton  told  the  staff  officer 
if  they  could  get  it  through  by  Bailey  to  do  so;  that  General 
Sherman,  he  knew,  would  not  object;  and,  said  he,  “You  don’t 
want  to  say  anything  to  Dodge.”  And  the  first  thing  I  knew 
there  came  to  my  headquarters  a  box  of  supplies.  It  was  a 
long  time  afterwards  before  I  knew  how  they  had  been  brought 
there.  It  is  the  only  case  in  my  experience  in  which  General 
Sherman  relaxed  one  of  his  orders. 

The  history  of  the  Atlanta  campaign  has  been  written; 
nothing  I  can  say  about  it  can  add  to  or  take  from  it.  It  is  the 
unwritten  instances  that  I  propose  to  talk  about.  I  had  a 
corps  command  all  the  way  from  Corinth,  Mississippi,  to 
Marietta,  Georgia,  with  only  the  rank  of  a  Brigadier  General. 
Probably  there  never  was  a  greater  effort  made  by  Grant  and 
Sherman  than  that  which  they  made  to  give  me  a  rank  suitable 
to  my  command  and  to  avoid  unpleasant  complications.  As 
we  marched  down  to  Kenesaw  I  was  in  command  of  that  portion 
in  the  field  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  with  officers  of  much  higher  rank  holding  lesser 
commands.  This  subjected  me  to  unpleasant  comments  that 
my  staff  would  hear  and  repeat  to  me,  which  were  annoying  and 
made  me  uncomfortable.  I  sat  down  and  wrote  to  General 
Sherman,  explaining  to  him  fully  that  these  criticisms  had 
come  to  me,  that  they  made  me  feel  very  uncomfortable  and 
that  my  staff  were  always  talking  about  them;  the  rumors 
stating  that  this  officer  or  that  officer  was  going  to 
relieve  me;  and  I  said  to  Sherman  that  I  thought  he 
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had  better  give  me  a  command  fitted  to  my  rank  and 
relieve  me  and  him.  He  put  this  endorsement  upon  the 
paper,  “Suppose  you  wait  until  some  one  who  has  a  right 
to  complain  does  so,  and  go  ahead  and  do  your  duty  and  not 
trouble  yourself  about  other’s  business.  W.  T.  Sherman.” 
He  didn’t  even  sign  it  officially.  He  never  referred  to  it  during 
the  War  but  afterwards  poked  a  good  deal  of  fun  at  me  for  my 
foolish  action.  He  soon  after  sent  me  a  telegraphic  message 
from  the  President,  telling  him  that  he  had  relieved  him  from 
difficulties  about  Dodge.  My  commission  reached  me,  and  I 
donned  my  two  stars. 

Sherman  always  sustained  his  officers  who  assumed  great 
authority  in  an  emergency,  although  they  might  have  done  wrong. 
As  an  instance  of  this  I  will  give  you  the  following:  Before 
General  Sherman  crossed  the  Chattahoochie  for  his  attack 
upon  Atlanta,  his  army  was  stretched  from  Soap  Creek  to  Sand- 
town  Ferry,  facing  the  river.  My  corps,  the  sixteenth,  was 
upon  the  extreme  right,  and  I  thought  the  crossing  was  to  be 
by  the  right  flank,  as  it  was  so  much  nearer  to  Atlanta;  and  my 
orders  were  to  seize  all  ferry  boats  and  other  means  of  crossing. 
General  Sherman  came  to  my  headquarters,  took  out  his  map 
and  asked  me  how  long  it  would  take  me  to  construct  a  bridge 
across  the  river  at  Roswell,  some  forty  miles  away,  beyond  our 
extreme  left,  telling  me  it  was  rock  bottom  and  could  be  forded 
and  that  a  road  bridge  at  that  point  the  Confederates  had 
destroyed.  I  supposed  I  would  have  to  go  into  the  woods  and 
cut  the  timber,  and  told  him  it  would  require  at  least  a  week. 
He  had  not  been  gone  more  than  an  hour  when  I  received 
orders  from  General  McPherson  to  move  to  Roswell  and  that 
General  Sherman  would  communicate  directly  with  me.  The 
march  was  a  hot,  dusty  one,  in  the  rear  of  the  army,  but  I  didn’t 
halt  except  to  feed  our  mules  and  for  an  occasional  hour’s 
rest.  I  received  at  Marietta  a  despatch  from  Sherman  urging 
me  to  get  there  as  soon  as  possible.  On  arriving  I 
immediately  put  a  brigade  across  the  river;  and  it 
was  as  fine  a  sight  as  I  ever  saw  when  Fuller’s  Ohio 
Brigade,  in  line  of  battle,  forded  the  river.  The  enemy’s 
cavalry  held  the  other  side.  As  they  moved  across,  holding 
their  guns  and  cartridge  boxes  high  above  their  heads,  the 
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band  of  the  corps  struck  up  lively  tunes.  The  rebels  poured 
in  a  heavy  fire  but  it  was  too  high.  Now  and  then  a  boy  would 
step  in  a  hole  and  disappear  for  a  moment,  but  all  got  across 
and  immediately  sought  shelter  under  the  steep  cut  bank,  where 
Fuller  re-formed  and  made  his  charge,  clearing  out  the  enemy 
in  short  order,  and  built  a  strong  tete-du-pont. 

Roswell  had  cotton  and  woolen  factories  that  had  been 
running  up  to  the  time  that  General  Garrard’s  cavalry  had 
captured  them  and  burned  some.  The  operatives  were  mostly 
women,  and  these  Garrard  moved  to  Marietta  by  detailing 
a  regiment  of  cavalry,  each  member  of  which  took  one  of 
the  operatives  on  his  horse.  In  this  way  they  were  all  taken 
into  Marietta,  and  were  sent  north  by  Sherman.  Over 
the  proprietor’s  house  was  flying  a  foreign  flag.  I  saw  imme¬ 
diately  that  if  I  utilized  the  balance  of  the  buildings,  I  could 
erect  the  bridge  in  half  the  time,  and  instructed  Captain  Arm¬ 
strong,  who  had  charge  of  the  fifteen  hundred  men  detailed  to 
build  the  bridge,  to  tear  down  the  buildings  which  were  left 
from  Garrard’s  fire  and  utilize  them.  The  next  morning  some 
of  my  officers,  who  were  better  lawyers  than  I,  told  me  that 
the  proprietor  was  making  a  strong  protest  and  that  I  was  liable 
to  get  into  trouble  on  account  of  a  violation  of  international 
law.  Although  I  was  using  the  material,  I  thought  it  best 
to  write  General  Sherman  a  letter  stating  what  I  had  done 
and  what  the  claims  were,  at  the  same  time  notifying  him  that 
by  using  this  material  I  would  have  the  bridge  completed  by 
Wednesday. 

I  had  arrived  there  by  Monday,  the  10th  of  July.  Sherman 
answered  in  the  following  characteristic  letter : 

Headquarters,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  field,  near  Chattahoochie  River, 

July  11th,  1864. 

General  Dodge, 

Roswell,  Georgia. 

I  know  you  have  a  big  job,  but  that  is  nothing  for  you. 
Tell  General  Newton  that  his  corps  is  now  up  near  General 
Schofield’s  crossing,  and  all  is  quiet  there  about.  He  might 
send  down  and  move  his  camps  to  proximity  of  his  corps, 
but  I  think  Roswell  and  Shallow  Ford  so  important  that 
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I  prefer  him  to  be  near  you  until  you  are  well  fortified. 

If  he  needs  rations  tell  him  to  get  his  wagons  up,  and  I 
think  you  will  be  able  to  spare  him  day  after  to-morrow. 

I  know  the  bridge  at  Roswell  is  important,  and  you  may 
destroy  all  Georgia  to  make  it  good  and  strong. 

W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major  General  Commanding. 

You  will  perceive  it  is  very  diplomatic;  he  says  noth¬ 
ing  in  relation  to  international  law  or  the  French  flag 
but  ends  his  letter  by  telling  me  that  I  could  destroy 
all  Georgia  to  accomplish  what  I  was  sent  to  do.  Of 
course  I  read  between  the  lines,  and  paid  no  further 
attention  to  the  foreign  flag.  After  the  War  great  claims 
were  made,  and  we  were  censured  by  the  Government — 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  paid  roundly  for  the  factories. 

On  July  12th,  just  three  days  after  I  arrived  there,  I  notified 
General  Sherman  that  the  bridge  was  completed,  and  the  army 
commenced  crossing  on  the  final  movement  to  Atlanta.  Sher¬ 
man  was  greatly  surprised,  as  it  had  been  represented  to  him 
by  officers  he  had  sent  there  that  it  would  require  a  much  longer 
time  to  erect  the  bridge.  My  official  report  read  as  follows: 
“A  foot  bridge  710  feet  long  was  thrown  across  the  river;  and 
from  Monday  noon,  July  10th,  until  Wednesday,  July  12th,  a 
good  substantial  double  track,  trestle  road  bridge,  710  feet  long 
and  14  feet  high,  was  built  by  the  pioneer  corps  from  the 
command.” 

As  the  Fifteenth  (Logan’s)  Corps  was  crossing  the  bridge 
there  came  up  a  terrific  thunder  storm,  and  several  of  the  men 
were  knocked  down  while  on  the  bridge.  A  bolt  struck  in  the 
midst  of  Murray’s  regular  battery  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  which 
was  holding  the  bridge  head  across  the  river,  killing  and 
wounding  several  men.  Naturally  the  superstition  of  the 
soldiers  was  aroused;  all  kinds  of  misfortunes  were  predicted, 
and,  sure  enough,  in  the  next  engagement,  on  the  22d  of  July, 
at  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  the  battery  was  captured  while  going 
from  Blair’s  front  to  mine,  by  the  same  skirmish  line  of  Cle¬ 
burne’s  division  that  killed  General  McPherson,  on  the  road 
leading  from  my  right  to  Blair’s  left.  In  fact,  he  fell  right  at 
the  foot  of  one  of  the  guns  that  had  been  captured. 
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The  moment  our  army  crossed  the  bridge  our  movement  upon 
Atlanta  commenced.  It  was  the  19th  of  July  when  one  of  my 
scouts,  a  boy  of  the  2d  Iowa  Infantry,  who  had  been  sent  into 
the  enemy’s  lines  a  long  time  before,  came  out  to  my  lines  and 
brought  the  morning  paper  with  the  news  of  the  change  of 
commanders  from  General  Johnston  to  General  Hood.  I  took 
him  over  to  the  road  upon  which  General  Sherman  was 
marching  with  General  Schofield’s  column.  Sherman,  Scho¬ 
field  and  some  one  else,  whom  I  cannot  remember,  dis¬ 
cussed  the  news;  and  I  remember  Schofield  giving  his  opinion 
of  Hood,  that  he  meant  fight  and  would  attack  within  twenty- 
four  hours.  While  I  stood  there  listening  and  watching, 
General  Sherman  sat  down  upon  a  stump  and  issued  orders 
that  concentrated  his  armies,  brought  McPherson  from  Stone 
Mountain,  some  twenty  miles  away,  and  closed  us  all  in 
on  Thomas;  showing  he  fully  comprehended  the  situation. 
Soon  after,  Hood  with  his  army  attacked  Thomas,  intending 
to  double  him  up  from  right  to  left,  knowing  how  greatly  ex¬ 
tended  Sherman’s  forces  were. 

After  the  battle  of  the  20th  we  closed  in  around  Atlanta. 
The  concentration  of  the  lines  threw  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps 
in  reserve;  and  a  brigade  of  it  was  sent  to  the  left  of  the  army 
and  encamped  behind  the  Seventeenth  Corps;  and  another  bri¬ 
gade  (Sprague’s)  was  left  at  Decatur  to  protect  the  trains. 
That  night  there  was  a  belief  that  Hood  would  evacuate 
Atlanta;  in  the  morning  it  was  reported  that  he  had  done  so; 
in  fact  I  received  from  the  extreme  left,  where  one  of  my  bri¬ 
gades  lay,  reports  to  that  effect  from  General  Fuller.  McPher¬ 
son  that  morning  came  to  my  headquarters  and  ordered  me  to 
move  out  to  the  left  of  Blair’s  Seventeenth  Army  Corps.  And 
when  they  moved  to  their  new  position  that  he  was  that  day 
entrenching,  I  was  to  join  him,  stretch  as  far  to  the  left  as 
possible  and,  if  I  saw  a  chance,  I  was  to  grab  and  hold  the  Mac- 
donough  road.  It  seems  Sherman  had  intended  to  use  my  corps 
for  a  different  purpose,  and  had  ordered  McPherson  to  assign 
the  Sixteenth  Corps  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  railroads  east, 
toward  and  beyond  Decatur;  but  this  order  I  did  not  know 
anything  about,  nor  did  it  reach  me.  McPherson  received  the 
order  after  giving  me  my  orders,  and  did  not  send  it  to  me; 
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and  it  was  while  I  was  following  McPherson’s  order  to  move  to 
the  left  that,  at  twelve  o’clock  on  the  22d,  nearly  all  of  Hood’s 
army  got  to  our  rear  and  left  and  made  that  terrific  attack  upon 
us  but,  after  fighting  from  noon  until  midnight,  was  defeated  at 
all  points.  There  was  probably  nothing  in  all  of  Sherman’s 
military  career  that  he  criticised  more  severely,  to  himself  and 
to  his  confidential  friends,  than  the  fact  that  when  this  great 
battle  was  going  on  at  the  left,  where  thousands  of  men  were 
being  mowed  down,  where  the  roar  of  musketry  lasted  from 
twelve  noon  until  midnight,  he  did  not  force  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  and  the  Ohio,  over  fifty  thousand  strong  (which 
stood  intact  that  day,  not  firing  a  gun),  into  Atlanta  and  take 
it;  for  there  was  nothing  in  Atlanta  except  Stewart’s  Corps, 
the  Georgia  militia  and  teamsters.  All  day  long  that  little 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  that  was  never  known  to  give  back  one 
inch,  fought  and  struggled  and  held  its  own  against  double  its 
numbers,  thinking  and  believing  that  morning  would  show 
Atlanta  as  theirs,  for  they  knew  that  the  whole  of  Hood’s 
army  was  upon  them. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  day  McPherson  fell.  I  had  no  knowl¬ 
edge  of  his  death,  although  he  was  killed  near  my  line,  until 
I  received  word  from  General  Fuller  (whom  I  had  instructed 
to  change  front  to  his  right  and  clean  out  the  enemy  between 
him  and  the  Seventeenth  Corps)  that  he  had  captured  the 
skirmish  line  of  the  enemy  and  taken  from  them  General  Mc¬ 
Pherson’s  field  glasses  and  orders  of  Sherman  to  McPherson, 
and  he  felt  that  something  had  happened  to  McPherson.  The 
news  I  received  was  that  McPherson  had  been  wounded,  not 
killed;  and  it  was  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  when  Logan 
came  to  me  asking  for  help  to  re-take  the  line  on  the  Augusta 
road,  where  the  enemy  had  broken  through  and  captured 
Degraw’s  battery.  I  gave  him  Mersey’s  brigade,  but  even  then 
he  did  not  tell  me  he  was  in  command  of  the  army.  He  came 
to  me  as  we  were  in  the  habit  of  doing — Logan,  Blair  and  my¬ 
self — when  one  was  hard  pushed  and  the  others  were  not,  we 
sent  troops,  without  orders,  from  our  army  commands  to  where 
they  were  most  needed. 

After  the  day’s  fight  was  over,  and  at  ten  o’clock  at  night, 
Logan  called  Blair  and  myself  to  meet  him;  Logan  then  being 
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in  command  of  the  army.  We  met  in  the  rear  of  the  Fifteenth 
Corps,  under  an  oak  tree  on  the  line  of  the  Augusta  railroad, 
and  discussed  the  results  of  the  day.  The  fighting  on  Blair’s 
right  and  Logan’s  left,  at  Bald  Hill,  was  still  progressing. 
We  only  knew  then  that  we  had  held  the  enemy,  and  did  not 
know  how  much  we  had  punished  them.  Blair’s  men  were  in 
the  trenches  in  some  places  on  his  front,  the  enemy  holding  one 
side  and  he  the  other.  The  men  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  were  still 
in  their  own  line,  tired  and  hungry;  those  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps, 
after  their  hard  day’s  fighting,  were  busy  throwing  up  intrench- 
ments  on  the  field  they  had  held  and  won.  At  Logan’s  request 
I  sent  Mersey’s  brigade,  which  was  in  bivouac  near  us,  to  go 
and  relieve  Blair’s  men  at  the  critical  point  on  Bald  Hill. 
Logan  and  Blair  thought  that  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  or 
the  Army  of  the  Ohio  should  send  a  portion  of  the  force  to  relieve 
some  of  our  exhausted  men,  and  I  was  sent  to  see  Sherman  about 
it.  My  recollection  now  is  that  I  met  him  in  a  tent,  though  it  is 
said  officially  that  he  had  his  headquarters  at  the  Howard 
House.  When  I  met  him  he  seemed  surprised  to  see  me  but 
greeted  me  cordially  and  spoke  of  the  great  loss  of  McPherson. 
I  stated  to  him  my  errand.  He  turned  upon  me  and  said, 
“Dodge,  you  whipped  them  to-day,  didn’t  you?”  I  said,  “Yes, 
sir.”  Then  he  added,  “Can’t  you  do  it  again  to-morrow?” 
I  answered,  “Yes,  sir.”  I  bade  him  good-night  and  went  back 
to  my  command,  resolving  never  again  to  be  sent  on  such  an 
errand.  Sherman  explained  to  me  afterwards  that  he  knew 
what  orders  he  had  given  to  press  Atlanta,  and  he  held  the  forces 
in  the  entrenchments  that  surrounded  it;  that  he  wanted  it 
said  that  the  little  Army  of  the  Tennessee  had  fought  the  great 
battle  without  any  help,  and  he  knew  from  the  punishment 
the  rebel  army  had  received  that  Hood  would  not  dare  to 
attack  us  in  the  morning. 

After  the  battle  of  the  22d  we  swung  from  the  left  to  the 
right,  and  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  hold  the  lines  while  the  rest  of  the 
army  drew  out.  I  heard  of  the  change  of  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee  from  General  Logan  to  General  Howard. 
I  didn’t  know  the  reason  but  felt  that  the  little  Army  that  had 
served  under  Grant,  Sherman,  McPherson  and  Logan;  that 
had  fought  a  battle  all  day,  part  of  the  time  by  itself,  without 
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a  commander,  and  had  whipped  the  whole  of  Hood’s  army, 
had  certainly  left  in  it  material  enough  to  command  itself. 
I  had  never  met  General  Howard;  and,  while  I  knew  him  to  be 
an  experienced  and  good  soldier,  it  made  no  difference  in  my 
feelings;  and  I  think  that,  after  Howard  commanded  that 
army  and  placed  it  in  battle,  felt  its  pulse  and  saw  what  it  was, 
he  would  have  felt  just  as  I  did.  The  first  meeting  I  had 
with  General  Howard  was  on  that  morning;  and  I  wish  to  say 
that  while  I  remained  with  him,  and  ever  since  the  War,  I 
learned  to  appreciate  not  only  his  great  services  in  the  Civil 
War  but  also  his  great  work  since  the  War;  which,  if  possible, 
is  of  as  much  or  more  value  than  that  performed  by  him  during 
the  War.  No  one  has  said  kinder  things  of  me  than  he,  and  I 
was  very  sorry  it  was  not  my  fortune  to  have  been  able  to  follow 
him  through  to  Washington. 

During  the  battles  around  Atlanta  and  after  we  had  gone 
from  the  left  to  the  right,  it  was  my  misfortune  to  be  given  a 
Confederate  leave.  I  was  supposed  to  be  fatally  wounded. 
The  surgeon  reported  to  Sherman  and  he,  desiring  to  keep  the 
news  from  my  family,  instructed  every  telegraph  operator  to 
send  only  despatches  that  came  from  him;  but  in  doing  this 
he  forgot  that  nothing  occurred  of  which  a  report  did  not  go 
over  the  wires  immediately.  So  the  news  reached  my  people 
that  I  had  been  fatally  wounded.  Despatches  came  to  my 
staff,  trying  to  obtain  the  facts,  but  they  could  not  reply  because 
of  Sherman’s  orders.  In  talking  about  it  afterwards  he  said, 
“I  acted  from  my  instinct;  I  simply  wished  to  send  the  truth 
but  I  only  succeeded  in  making  trouble,  and  that  has  always 
happened  to  me  when  I  tried  to  be  extra-cautious.  I  always 
put  my  foot  in  it;  some  smart  Aleck  gets  ahead  of  me.” 

As  soon  as  Sherman  heard  that  I  was  wounded  he  came  to 
my  tent  with  Dr.  Kitto,  chief  surgeon  of  his  army,  and  found 
a  surgeon  of  my  own  corps  in  charge  of  me.  As  the  shock  of 
the  wound  passed  away  I  gradually  became  conscious  as  to 
hearing  but  not  as  to  seeing,  and  the  first  words  I  heard  were 
when  Sherman,  addressing  Dr.  Kitto,  said,  “Kitto,  Dodge  is 
not  going  to  die;  see,  he  is  coming  to  all  right.”  You  can 
imagine  what  my  feelings  were  upon  hearing  that  statement 
and  recognizing  Sherman’s  voice  and  also  the  fact  that  prob- 
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ably  I  was  badly  hurt.  Upon  being  advised  to  send  me 
north,  Sherman  replied,  “No,  we  can  keep  Dodge  two  weeks, 
and  then  he  will  be  all  right;  we  want  him  with  his  corps.”  I 
considered  the  fact  that  he  would  not  let  me  go  to  the  rear 
until  he  was  forced  to  swing  around  south  of  Atlanta,  and 
abandon  everything  to  the  north  of  him,  one  of  the  greatest 
compliments  he  ever  paid  me. 

It  was  on  the  1st  of  September  that  I  parted  with  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.  During  my  convalescence  I  visited  General 
Grant  and  that  magnificent  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  City  Point. 
As  soon  as  able,  I  had  orders  to  proceed  to  Vicksburg.  It  was 
the  intention  that,  while  Sherman  marched  to  Savannah,  I 
should  take  a  column  from  somewhere  in  that  country  and  get 
to  the  rear  of  Mobile,  but  at  Cairo  I  received  despatches  from 
General  Grant  to  repair  to  St.  Louis;  and  there  I  fell  to  the 
command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  relieving  General 
Rosecrans.  The  first  order  I  received  came  from  Stanton. 
It  was  a  complimentary  message  from  Grant,  telling  me  I  must 
send  everything  I  could  to  help  Thomas  at  Nashville;  and  I 
sent  out  of  that  department  every  organized  force.  When  the 
battle  of  Nashville  was  fought  I  had  not  an  organized  regiment 
in  my  department. 

I  found  General  Sherman’s  family  in  St.  Louis;  and  naturally, 
coming  from  an  old  commander  like  him,  it  was  my  pleasure 
to  do  anything  and  everything  I  could  for  his  family.  Mrs. 
Sherman  was  trying  to  alleviate  the  hardships  of  war  by  getting 
out  of  prison  people  charged  with  disloyalty  and  by  relieving 
their  necessities.  Many  arrests  had  been  made.  I  found  the 
prisons  full  and  commenced  to  empty  them,  my  idea  being  that 
it  was  much  better  to  let  these  people  talk  than  to  feed  them; 
but  I  was  given  one  or  two  severe  reprimands  for  so  doing. 
I  know  that  Mrs.  Sherman  wrote  to  the  General  and  told  him 
what  I  was  doing,  how  kind  I  was  to  her  and  how  I  carried  out 
any  requests  she  made  so  far  as  it  was  possible  for  me  to  do 
so;  and  Sherman,  still  looking  after  my  interests  as  he  had 
always  done,  wrote  me  in  these  words,  “You  must  not  issue  these 
orders  and  relieve  these  people  simply  because  Mrs.  Sherman 
requests  you  to  do  so.  You  must  use  your  own  judgment  in 
this  matter,  and  only  issue  orders  where  you  know  it  is 
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absolutely  right.”  He  said  it  in  a  kindly  way ;  and  among  many 
other  things  in  his  letter  about  my  policy,  he  said,  “I  appreciate 
fully  what  you  are  doing  and  why  you  do  it,  but,  my  dear 
General,  you  know  you  must  still  cling  to  a  soldier’s  duty.” 

While  I  was  in  command  of  that  department,  Lee  and 
Johnston  surrendered.  I  had  received  an  order  from  Secretary 
Stanton  instructing  me  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  Sherman 
and  Johnston  parole.  During  this  excitement  a  dinner  was 
given  at  the  Lindell  Hotel,  that  brought  together  the  loyal 
people  of  St.  Louis,  to  which  I  was  invited  as  Commander  of  that 
department.  I  was  astonished  to  hear  Union  men,  who  spoke 
there,  denounce  Sherman  and  criticise  not  only  his  acts  but  his 
motives.  I  listened  as  long  as  I  could  to  these  excitable 
speakers  and  finally  arose  and  stated  that  I  had  served  under 
and  near  to  Sherman  for  two  years ;  and,  while  I  knew  nothing 
about  the  terms  of  the  surrender  of  Johnston  except  through 
the  orders  I  had  received  from  the  Government,  nevertheless  I 
did  not  propose  to  remain  at  any  dinner  table  or  in  any  assembly 
where  the  loyalty  of  Sherman  was  questioned;  that  what  he 
had  done,  whether  right  or  wrong,  had  been  done  by  a  soldier 
who  had  but  one  thing  at  heart,  his  duty  to  his  country  and  the 
destruction  of  the  rebel  army.  It  was  not  very  long  after  this 
before  my  words  reached  Sherman.  They  brought  the  kind  of 
response  that  he  made  in  such  cases.  It  was  only  a  short  time 
after  this  when  Sherman  himself  appeared  at  his  home  in  St. 
Louis.  The  War  being  virtually  over  and  he  being  an  old 
resident  of  that  State,  it  was  natural  that,  when  he  arrived,  the 
people  should  seize  upon  him,  pay  him  great  attention,  take 
him  out  to  dinners,  etc.  Many  of  his  old  friends  were  rebels,  and 
possibly  they  saw  in  his  terms  to  Johnston  an  opportunity  to 
break  the  force  of  the  Union  sentiment  against  them,  for  there 
was  no  place  in  the  whole  United  States  where  the  antagonism 
of  Union  and  rebel  sentiment  was  so  conspicuous  as  it  was  in 
the  State  of  Missouri.  It  kept  the  State  in  dissensions  during 
the  entire  War.  The  attentions  to  Sherman  of  the  sympathizers 
with  the  Rebellion  were  very  marked,  so  much  so  that  some  of 
the  Union  people  called  upon  me  and  commented  upon  them. 
Sherman  came  down  to  my  headquarters  daily  and  I  spoke  to 
him  about  these  manifestations  and  the  protest  that  was  being 
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made  against  them.  He  replied,  “They  are  going  to  give  me  a 
dinner  here  in  a  few  days;  and,  General,  don’t  you  worry,  I  will 
settle  that  question  there.”  He  made  a  remarkable  speech  at 
that  dinner.  He  said  that,  since  the  War  was  over,  he  did  not 
feel  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  refuse  any  attentions,  no 
matter  from  whom  they  came,  but  when  it  came  to  a  question 
between  loyal  men  and  rebels  every  one  knew  where  his  heart 
was  and  every  one  knew  what  his  thoughts  were;  that  it  was 
only  the  clemency  of  the  Government  that  had  saved  rebels 
from  receiving  their  just  dues  long  before  that.  We  never 
heard  any  more  in  that  country  as  to  Sherman’s  position;  no 
one  after  that  misunderstood  him. 

During  the  year  1865  and  spring  of  1866  it  fell  to  my  lot  to 
make  the  Indian  campaign  over  the  Plains.  The  Indians  were 
holding  all  the  lines  of  communication  through  to  the  Pacific, 
and  my  troops  covered  the  country  from  the  Arkansas  on  the 
south  to  the  Yellowstone  on  the  north,  fighting  many  battles 
and  enduring  great  hardships.  They  opened  up  the  lines  of 
communication  and  brought  peace  with  all  the  warring  tribes. 
It  was  Company  A  of  the  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
that  was  my  escort  during  this  campaign. 

Being  desirous  of  retiring  from  the  army,  and  Sherman 
knowing  all  my  plans,  I  wrote  to  him,  in  April,  1866,  a  personal 
letter  asking  for  a  leave  of  absence;  my  resignation  not  having 
been  accepted.  I  have  no  copy  of  my  letter  to  him  but  he 
understood  the  matter  fully,  for  we  had  discussed  it  together; 
and  in  answer  to  that  letter  I  received  the  following : 


Headquarters,  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
Major  General  Dodge. 

Dear  General. — I  have  your  letter  of  April  27th,  and 
I  readily  consent  to  what  you  ask. 

I  think  General  Pope  should  be  at  Leavenworth  before 
you  leave,  and  I  expected  he  would  be  at  Leavenworth  by 
May  1st,  but  he  has  not  yet  come.  As  soon  as  he  reaches 
Leavenworth  or  St.  Louis  even,  I  consent  to  your  going  to 
Omaha  to  begin  what,  I  trust,  will  be  the  real  beginning 
of  the  great  road.  I  start  to-morrow  for  Riley,  whence  I 
will  cross  over  to  Kearney  by  land  and  thence  come  into 
Omaha,  w’here  I  hope  to  meet  you.  I  will  send  your  let- 


134 


Report  of  the  Guest  Committee. 


ter  this  morning  to  Pope’s  office  and  endorse  my  request 
that  a  telegraph  message  be  sent  to  General  Pope  to  the 
effect  that  he  is  wanted  at  Leavenworth. 

Hoping  to  meet  you  soon,  I  am. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  T.  Sherman,  Major  General. 

General  Sherman,  in  his  Memoirs,  states  that  in  the  year 
1849  he  was  sent  by  General  Smith  up  to  Sacramento  City  to 
instruct  Lieutenants  Warner  and  Williamson,  of  the  Engineers, 
to  push  their  surveys  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  possibility  of  passing  that  range 
by  a  railroad — a  subject  that  then  elicited  universal  interest. 
It  was  generally  assumed  that  such  a  road  could  not  be  made 
along  any  of  the  immigrant  routes  then  in  use,  and  Warner’s 
orders  were  to  look  further  north,  up  the  Feather  River  or  some 
of  its  tributaries.  Warner  was  engaged  in  this  survey  during 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1849,  and  had  explored  to  the  very 
end  of  Goose  Lake,  the  source  of  Feather  River,  when  his 
career  was  terminated  by  death  in  battle  with  the 
Indians.  General  Sherman  was  too  modest  to  add,  as  was  the 
fact,  that  those  instructions  were  sent  at  his  own  suggestion; 
that  that  was  the  first  exploring  party  ever  sent  into  the  field 
for  the  special  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  feasibility  of  con¬ 
structing  a  railway  on  a  portion  of  the  line  of  the  trans-conti¬ 
nental  routes;  and  that  the  exploration  preceded  by  at  least 
four  years  the  Act  of  Congress  making  appropriations  “for 
explorations  and  surveys  for  a  railroad  route  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.” 

On  January  6th,  1859,  General  Sherman  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Hon.  John  Sherman,  Member  of  Congress,  and  made 
public  through  the  National  Intelligence.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  and  instructive  short  papers  to  be  found  in 
the  literature  of  trans-continental  railway  construction.  He 
gave  many  weighty  reasons  why  a  railway  to  the  Pacific  should 
be  built,  but  thought  it  could  not  be  done  unless  done  by  the 
nation.  “It  is  a  work  of  giants,”  he  sententiously  declares, 
“and  Uncle  Sam  is  the  only  giant  I  know  of  who  can  or  should 
grapple  the  subject.”  That  paper  alone,  in  the  light  of  later 
events,  stamps  its  author  as  a  far-seeing  statesman  and 
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an  enlightened  engineer.  He  said:  “It  so  happens  that  for 
the  past  ten  years  the  Sierra  Nevada  has  been  crossed  at  every 
possible  point  by  miners  in  search  of  gold,  by  emigrants  going 
and  coming  and  by  skillful  and  scientific  men.  I  myself  have 
been  along  a  great  part  of  that  range,  and  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  there  are  no  passes  by  which  a  railway  to  be 
travelled  by  the  most  powerful  locomotion  now  in  use  can  be 
carried  through  the  Sierra  Nevada,  unless  at  the  extreme  head 
of  the  Sacramento,  near  the  town  of  Shasta  or  Fort  Reading, 
or  at  the  extreme  head  of  the  San  Joaquim,  near  the  Tajon.” 

And  now  I  wish  to  say  that  if  there  are  any  two  men  in  the 
United  States  who  are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  enabled 
us  to  construct  the  Union  Pacific  Railway,  aside  from  those 
who  put  their  money  and  credit  in  it  and  made  it  a  success, 
those  two  men  are  Generals  U.  S.  Grant  and  W.  T.  Sherman. 
I  undertake  to  say  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  personal,  active 
and  always  liberal  co-operation  of  the  armies  under  their  direc¬ 
tion,  the  people  who  built  that  road  and  faced  its  difficulties 
would  have  somewhere  been  stopped. 

During  all  the  time  of  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific, 
either  Grant  or  Sherman  gave  orders  that  anything  General 
Dodge  asked  for  should  he  given  to  him  “because  he  knows, 
under  the  regulations,  what  he  is  entitled  to.”  I  made  some 
requests  upon  military  commanders  that  were  unusual,  and  I 
said  to  the  commanders,  “I  want  you  to  obey  this,  and  I  will 
protect  you.”  When  the  official  reports  of  what  had  been  done 
reached  Sherman,  he  wrote  me  a  kindly  letter  but  he  said  in  it, 
“Don’t  forget  not  only  what  your  duties  are  to  the  Union  Pacific 
but  also  what  your  conscience  tells  you  is  right  towards  the 
United  States  in  such  circumstances,  and  what  we  can  approve.” 
Of  course  it  was  a  nice,  quiet,  gentle  reminder  that  they  trusted 
me  and  I  had  gone  a  little  beyond  what  they  considered  was 
fair  to  their  trust. 

General  Sherman  came  up  to  look  at  the  first  section  of  the 
road,  and  he  did  this  after  I  took  charge  of  the  line.  If  you  go 
back  and  read  the  records,  you  will  see  he  was  present.  Major 
Bent,  a  gentleman  who  was  since  that  time  at  the  head  of  one 
of  the  greatest  industries  in  this  State,  was  assigned  to  the  duty 
of  taking  care  of  the  people  wffio  examined  the  road.  General 
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Sherman  said  to  him,  “Every  time  they  build  a  section  here 
I  will  be  on  hand  to  look  at  it  and  see  that  it  is  properly  built.’ ' 
Bent  wagered  with  General  Sherman  a  basket  of  champagne 
that  he  would  not  do  it.  Sherman’s  headquarters  were  in 
St.  Louis,  and  we  were  building  and  examining  about  thirty 
miles  of  road  a  month.  This  would  have  brought  him  to 
examine  the  road  about  once  every  month;  so  that  after  we 
had  built  about  one  hundred  miles  of  road,  he  wrote  to  me  and 
said,  “I  am  not  going  to  come  up  there  any  longer,  I  am  ready 
to  pay  my  bet.”  One  evening,  only  a  short  time  before  he 
died,  when  at  the  Union  League  Club,  he  said  to  me,  “I  wish, 
Dodge,  that  you  would  get  Bent  down  to  New  York,  and  I  will 
pay  that  basket  of  champagne  that  I  owe  him.”  As  the  road 
progressed,  as  you  all  know,  there  was  hardly  a  mile  that  was 
not  built  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  forces. 
Every  engineer  who  made  its  surveys  had  to  be  protected 
against  the  Indians.  You  also  know  that  the  men,  when  they 
started  to  their  work  in  the  morning,  stacked  their  muskets  by 
their  work,  ready  to  fall  in  at  any  moment  in  case  they  were 
attacked  by  Indians;  and  I  have  often  known  them  to  fall  in  to 
defend  their  camp. 

Every  year,  while  we  were  building  this  road,  Sherman  went 
over  it,  and  I  reported  to  him  just  as  regularly  as  I  did  to  my 
superior  officers,  telling  him  what  I  was  doing  and  asking  his 
advice.  He  saw,  through  the  papers,  that  there  was  a  question 
between  myself  as  chief  engineer  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Durant,  the  chief 
contractor,  as  to  the  lines;  that  Mr.  Durant  had  declared  against 
the  lines  that  the  engineers  of  the  road  had  said  were  the  true 
lines  in  a  commercial  and  engineering  point  of  view;  and  that 
I  had  sent  word  to  the  Company  that  if  the  lines  were  not  sus¬ 
tained  I  would  have  to  resign.  I  was  in  Utah  at  the  time  and 
received  a  despatch  from  Durant,  dated  at  Laramie,  to  return 
there  immediately  to  meet  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman.  I 
immediately  took  the  stage  and  started  for  Laramie.  There  I 
met  Grant  and  Sherman  and  went  over  with  them  the  whole 
possibilities  of  the  Union  Pacific  Line.  With  them  were 
Generals  Sheridan,  Gibbon,  Harney,  Slemmer,  Dent,  Potter, 
Kautz  and  Hunt,  as  distinguished  a  body  of  soldiers  as  ever 
met  after  the  Civil  War.  I  told  them  that,  in  my  opinion, 
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during  the  year  1869,  with  no  untoward  events,  we  would 
have  the  connection.  Grant  and  Sherman  discussed  the  proba¬ 
bilities  and  possibilities,  and  said  then  and  there  to  me,  “If 
that  is  your  plan,  General,  whatever  you  want  you  may  have”; 
and  they  so  instructed  the  commander  of  that  department; 
and  what  I  asked  for  I  received. 

I  have  only  time  to  read  portions  of  three  letters  of  the  many 
that  General  Sherman  wrote  me  on  this  subject,  showing  his 
grasp  of  the  whole  problem.  The  first  is  dated  January  5, 
1867,  from  St.  Louis.  He  says: 

My  Dear  General  Dodge. — At  New  Orleans  I  received 
your  welcome  letter  from  New  York;  and  I  assure  you,  on 
its  faith,  I  boasted  not  a  little  of  the  vast  energy  of  our 
countrymen.  Three  hundred  and  three  miles  of  the  rail¬ 
road  finished  in  one  year  is  a  feat  that  may  well  be  boasted 
of.  I  assure  you  of  my  hearty  congratulations  and  that  the 
greater  problem  of  the  railroad  seems  to  be  solving  itself 
very  fast. 

You  are  exactly  right  in  making  your  location  indepen¬ 
dent  of  local  influence.  When  I  was  at  Denver  and  saw 
the  lay  of  the  land,  I  felt  certain  that  you  would  locate 
north  of  that  city,  and  said  so  incidentally,  but  some  fellow 
got  hold  of  it  and  pitched  into  me.  As  it  was  none  of  my 
business  I  held  my  tongue  and  counsel,  but  now  the  people 
there  will  see  that  though  Denver  is  some,  still  it  is  not 
enough,  to  direct  from  its  course  the  Great  National  High¬ 
way.  I  also  learn  with  pleasure  that  your  Eastern  con¬ 
nection  is  done  within  twenty-two  miles,  and  I  have  ordered 
all  troops  and  stores  for  the  Department  of  the  Platte  to  go 
via  Chicago,  Clinton  and  Omaha. 

I  came  up  from  New  Orleans  by  rail.  Saw  our  old 
stamping  ground,  Jackson,  Miss.;  Canton,  Grenada,  Grand 
Junction  and  Jackson,  Tenn.  I  feared  somebody  would 
offend  me,  but  such  was  not  the  case.  I  saw  any  quantity 
of  old  rebels,  who  were  as  polite  as  possible. 

Wishing  the  great  enterprise  as  much  success  in  1867  as 
in  1866,  I  am,  as  ever, 

Your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman. 

The  second  letter  is  as  follows: 

St.  Louis,  January  18,  1867. 

I  have  just  read  with  intense  interest  your  letter  of  the 
14th,  and  though  you  wanted  it  kept  to  myself  I  believe 
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you  will  sanction  my  sending  it  to  General  Grant  for  his 
individual  perusal,  to  be  returned  to  me. 

It  is  almost  a  miracle  to  grasp  your  proposition  to  finish 
to  Fort  Sanders  this  year,  but  you  have  done  so  much  that 
I  mistrust  my  own  judgment  and  accept  yours. 

I  regard  this  road  of  yours  as  the  solution  of  the  Indian 
affairs  and  of  the  Mormon  question,  and  therefore  give  you 
all  that  I  possibly  can;  but  the  demand  for  soldiers  every¬ 
where  and  the  slowness  of  enlistment,  especially  among 
the  blacks,  limits  our  liability  to  respond. 

I  will  surely  be  up  this  year  many  times  and  will  go  over 
every  rail  more  than  once.  I  don’t  want  to  go  to  Utah 
until  your  road  approaches  Bridger,  which  cannot  be  this 
year;  and  I  don’t  want  Congress  to  bother  itself  about  Mor¬ 
mon  affairs  until  then;  and  the  Gentiles  would  do  well  to 
hold  their  tongues  and  pens  until  it  becomes  feasible  to  act 
in  case  of  laws  or  threats.  It  is  nonsense  now  for  us  to  send 
a  large  force  there,  and  besides  it  is  impossible,  and  would 
be  to  the  interests  of  the  Mormons,  by  the  prices  they  would 
exact  of  us  for  meat  and  bread. 

W.  T.  Sherman,  Major  General. 

His  last  letter  says : 

St.  Louis,  May  7th. 

My  Dear  General. — I  suppose  I  am  in  for  the  excur¬ 
sion  up  the  Mediterranean.  We  are  advised  to  sail  for 
Gibraltar  June  8  and  ought  to  reach  Marseilles  July  4.  We 
are  then  to  cruise  along  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Black 
Sea,  stopping  at  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Naples,  Athens,  Con¬ 
stantinople  and  the  Crimea  (Sebastapol) ;  then  out  to 
Smyrna,  Beirout,  Joppa  and  Alexandria;  back  to  the 
coast  of  Spain  and  out  to  the  Medina  and  home  in  October. 

If  you  will  keep  Nichols  here  advised,  he  will  reach  me 
through  General  Dix,  at  Paris,  and  I  will  arrange  for  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  to  telegraph  me  should  anything  of  enough  im¬ 
portance  occur  to  call  me  back,  in  which  event  I  will  be 
prepared  to  leave  the  ship  and  return  by  way  of  England. 
My  departments  are  now  well  commanded,  and  should 
any  combination  of  the  troops  be  necessary  General  Grant 
will  order.  I  would  not  go  if  I  thought  anything  would 
suffer,  but  it  is  vain  for  me  to  suppose  my  presence  neces¬ 
sary  when  General  Grant  freely  offers  to  spare  me.  I  will 
bear  in  mind  your  wish  and  will  write  you  some  letters  from 
abroad  as  a  keepsake  and  as  evidence  of  my  personal 
friendship. 

Wishing  you  and  yours  all  possible  happiness,  etc. 

W.  T.  Sherman. 
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The  tracks  were  joined  at  Promontory  on  May  10th,  1869;  and, 
not  forgetting  what  Sherman  had  done  to  make  the  great 
trans-continental  line  a  success,  I  sent  him  a  despatch  when 
the  last  spike  was  being  driven.  General  Sherman  answered 
as  follows : 


Washington,  May  11,  1869. 

General  G.  M.  Dodge.- — In  common  with  millions  I  sat 
yesterday  and  heard  the  mystic  taps  of  the  telegraph  bat¬ 
tery  announce  the  nailing  of  the  last  spike  in  the  great 
Pacific  road.  Indeed  am  I  its  friend.  Yes.  I  am  to  be  a 
part  of  it,  for  as  early  as  1864  I  was  Vice-President  of  the 
efforts  begun  in  San  Francisco,  under  the  contract  of 
Robinson,  Seymour  and  Company. 

As  soon  as  General  Thomas  makes  certain  preliminary 
inspections  in  his  new  command  on  the  Pacific  I  will  go  out 
and,  I  need  not  say,  will  have  different  facilities  from  those 
of  1846,  when  the  only  way  to  California  was  by  sail  around 
Cape  Horn,  taking  our  ships  196  days. 

All  honor  to  you,  to  Durant,  to  Jack  and  Dan  Casement, 
to  Reed  and  the  thousands  of  brave  fellows  who  have 
wrought  out  this  glorious  problem,  spite  of  changes,  storms 
and  even  doubts  of  the  incredulous,  and  all  the  obstacles 
you  have  now  rapidly  surmounted. 

W.  T.  Sherman,  General. 

I  never  knew  Sherman  to  have  any  ambition  or  desire  for 
credit  for  anything  he  did  or  to  seek  promotion.  He  always 
said  he  got  more  than  he  was  entitled  to.  And  once  I  heard 
him  say  to  a  Brigadier-General  who  was  complaining  that  his 
command  was  not  equal  to  his  rank,  that  he  should  be  thankful 
to  have  the  privilege  of  shouldering  a  musket  in  his  country’s 
defence.  But  in  the  building  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Sherman  showed  a  great  desire  to  have  credit  for  what  he  did. 
He  used  to  refer  to  it  more  frequently  than  to  any  of  his  acts  in 
the  Civil  War;  and  often,  when  it  was  being  talked  about,  he 
would  say  to  me,  “Dodge,  you  know  I  was  there”  or  “I  did  this 
or  that.”  He  seemed  to  take  as  much  interest  in  it,  in  fact 
more,  if  possible,  than  those  actually  engaged  in  it. 

Sherman  always  contended  that  the  Pacific  road  could  not 
have  been  built  at  that  time  except  from  the  results  of  the  War. 
The  men  engaged  in  that  undertaking  had  come  to  it  with 
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experience  that  gave  them  confidence  and  a  grasp  that  enabled 
them  to  take  hold  of  any  problem  and  solve  it.  Nearly  all  the 
force  connected  with  the  construction  of  that  road  had  been  in 
the  service.  Our  superintendents  and  foremen  were  officers; 
the  head  of  our  track  force  was  a  distinguished  General — Case¬ 
ment.  They  were  often  called  upon  to  drop  their  work  and 
line  up  to  defend  themselves  against  Indian  attacks.  General 
Sherman  also  insisted  that  the  Civil  War  enabled  this  country 
to  grow  and  accomplish  more  in  half  a  century  than  it  would 
otherwise  have  accomplished  in  one  hundred  years. 

On  December  21st,  1884,  Col.  F.  D.  Grant  informed  me  that 
he  had  just  come  from  Dr.  Fordyce  Baker,  who  had  told  him 
that  his  father  could  not  live  long,  perhaps  a  month  or  two, 
perhaps  not  so  long.  He  said  that  Governor  Fish  and  Dr. 
Newman  were  the  only  ones  who  knew  it.  I  was  thunder 
struck,  for  only  on  the  Sunday  before  I  was  at  the  house  and 
the  General  looked  fairly  well,  though  I  knew  he  was  in  great 
distress.  I  told  Colonel  Grant  that  Sherman  was  in  the  city, 
and  suggested  going  down  and  telling  him  how  sick  the  Colonel’s 
father  was,  and  have  Sherman  see  him.  We  went  to  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Hotel  and  found  General  Sherman,  who  said  he  was 
in  good  health,  was  troubled  some  with  asthma,  but  was  full  of 
work,  attending  to  meetings,  etc.,  etc.  Colonel  Grant  said  to 
General  Sherman,  “I  think  my  father’s  history  tells  more  of 
what  you  did  than  your  own  Memoirs.”  Sherman  replied, 
“Well,  when  Grant  writes  anything  we  can  all  depend  on  getting 
the  facts.  When  he  writes  and  says  himself  what  was  done  and 
what  he  saw,  no  soldier  need  fear;  but  when  others  write  what 
they  have  done  and  said  it  is  not  always  so.”  Colonel  Grant 
said  he  had  been  having  considerable  trouble  with  the  publish¬ 
ers  or  editors  of  The  Century ,  who  were  to  publish  the  war 
articles  “Shiloh,”  “Vicksburg,”  “The  Wilderness”  and  “Appo¬ 
mattox,”  that  they  had  made  his  father  very  angry  because 
they  wanted  him  to  change  the  word  “rebel”  in  his  articles, 
to  “confederate,”  and  the  word  “Union”  to  “Federal.”  He 
said  that  finally  General  Grant  wrote  a  short  letter  demanding 
that  his  articles  be  published  as  written.  Fred  further  said 
that  his  father  had  written  three  articles  but  he  did  not  believe 
that  he  would  write  any  more.  Sherman  said  that  this  trying 
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to  soften  treason  by  expunging  the  words  of  the  General  was 
wrong,  and  that  if  it  kept  on,  pretty  soon  the  sons  of  Southern 
soldiers  would  consider  it  as  much  of  an  honor  that  their  fathers 
fought  under  Lee  as  the  sons  of  Union  soldiers  that  their 
fathers  fought  under  Grant;  that  the  line  of  Union  and  Rebel, 
of  loyalty  and  treason,  should  always  be  kept  distinct.  I  re¬ 
marked,  “As  long  as  our  friends  live  it  will  be,  but  the  tendency 
all  the  time  is  to  wipe  out  history,  to  forget,  to  forgive,  to  excuse 
and  soften;  and  when  all  the  old  soldiers  pass  from  this  age  it 
will  be  easy  to  slip  into  the  idea  that  one  side  was  as  good  as  the 
other.  It  looks  as  though  it  was  that  way  to-day.”  Sherman 
said,  “It  was  a  conspiracy  until  Sumpter  was  fired  upon,  after 
that  it  was  a  rebellion.” 

During  a  trip  from  New  York  to  Cincinnati,  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the 
question  of  the  trans-continental  line  came  up,  and  Sherman 
expressed  the  wish  that  when  the  lines  from  Portland,  Oregon, 
which  were  being  connected  by  way  of  Tacoma  and  Seattle 
and  so  on  north  to  the  Canadian  Pacific,  were  completed  we 
could  make  a  trip,  starting  from  New  York  and  going  by  way 
of  California,  thence  north  and  back  by  way  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific,  ending  our  trip  and  making  the  circle  complete  in  New 
York.  I  remarked  to  him,  “General,  whenever  that  connection 
is  made  I  will  take  a  car  and  we  will  make  the  trip.  You 
shall  select  your  party.  I  have  never  seen  the  Canadian 
Pacific  and  will  wait  and  go  with  you.”  A  short  time  before  he 
died,  in  1891,  he  was  in  my  office,  in  New  York,  and  was  stand¬ 
ing  at  the  window,  looking  at  the  grand  view  of  New  York  Bay. 
He  said  to  me,  “Dodge,  have  you  noticed  that  that  line  between 
Seattle  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  is  nearly  completed?”  I 
answered  that  I  had  not  but  that  when  it  was  I  would  be  ready 
to  make  the  trip. 

I  left  New  York  a  few  days  afterwards.  When  I  reached 
Omaha  I  received  a  telegram  from  Sherman’s  family  and  was 
called  back  to  New  York  to  attend  his  funeral.  While  he 
lay  dead  in  New  York  the  connection  of  those  lines  was  made. 
It  was  the  only  thing  which  he  seemed  to  express  a  great  desire 
to  see  accomplished  before  he  rounded  up  his  life,  and  it  is  the 
regret  of  my  life  that  he  was  unable  to  do  so. 
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The  love  and  affection  of  the  people  for  General  Sherman 
were  shown  in  a  marked  degree  at  his  funeral,  and  made  a 
deep  and  lasting  impression.  The  streets  through  which 
the  cortege  passed,  from  his  house  to  the  Pennsylvania  Station, 
were  lined  with  people,  many  of  them  in  tears.  As  the  funeral 
train  passed  through  the  country  from  New  York  to  St.  Louis 
there  were  immense  crowds  at  every  station  and  great  sorrow 
was  displayed.  When  we  reached  St.  Louis  the  streets  were 
packed  with  people  who  showed  traces  of  deep  emotion.  The 
march  from  the  station  to  the  cemetery,  in  St.  Louis,  was  a  long 
one.  I  was  marching  with  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee,  directly  in  the  rear  of  the  caisson  that  carried  the  General’s 
body;  and  time  and  again,  on  the  march,  people,  especially 
colored  people,  would  run  up,  drop  on  their  knees  and  offer 
prayers  as  we  passed  by.  The  burial  scene  was  a  remarkable 
one.  The  service  was  read  by  the  General’s  son,  Father  Thomas 
Ewing  Sherman,  who  recited  the  entire  formula  and  gave  the 
necessary  orders  for  the  firing  of  the  volley  over  the  grave. 
General  Schofield,  who  was  standing  beside  me,  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  said,  “Dodge,  how  long  could  you  officiate  under 
like  circumstances,”  and  I  replied,  “Not  one  minute.”  When 
the  service  was  over  I  asked  Father  Sherman  how  he  could  go 
through  it  without  yielding  to  emotion,  and  he  looked  at  me 
and  replied,  “Simply  because  it  was  my  duty.” 

Since  General  Sherman’s  death  many  monuments  have  been 
raised  in  memory  of  him,  notably  one  in  New  York  and  one  in 
Washington;  and  the  love  for  him  of  his  admirers  who  survive 
him  seems  to  increase  from  day  to  day. 

General  Sherman,  the  soldier,  and  William  Tecumseh  Sherman, 
the  citizen,  typified  the  noblest  manhood  in  two  distinct  spheres 
of  action.  As  a  soldier  Sherman  asked  nothing  and  would 
accept  nothing  but  duty  from  his  subordinates,  and  he  gave 
absolute  loyalty  and  duty  to  his  superiors.  He  had  the  good 
will  of  every  man  who  served  under  him.  I  know  of  no 
man  who  ever  received  from  him  an  order  to  make  a  march 
or  go  into  battle  who  did  not  feel  that  he  would  accomplish 
the  one  and  win  the  other.  Sherman  had  a  nickname,  in 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  of  “The  old  Tycoon”;  but  the 
soldiers  knew  that  he  protected  and  looked  after  their  interests 
and  that  he  would  take  care  of  them. 
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After  the  War,  in  civil  life,  Sherman  was  one  of  the  most 
generous  of  men.  To  the  old  soldiers  and  the  commanders 
who  served  under  him  he  could  not  be  too  gracious.  At  every 
opportunity  he  would  push  them  to  the  front.  At  a  dinner 
at  his  club  or  his  home  he  had  a  pleasant  way,  a  faculty,  of 
making  a  soldier  believe  that  what  that  soldier  had  done  was 
something  wonderful  or  that  he  was  entitled  to  credit  for  some¬ 
thing  that  would  give  him  a  standing  wherever  he  was.  The 
General  spent  a  great  portion  of  his  income  for  the  personal 
good  of  old  soldiers;  and  no  one  who  knew,  as  I  did,  of  his 
generosity  and  acts  of  kindness  and  charity  after  the  War,  could 
fail  to  be  impressed,  as  I  was,  when  accompanying  him  on  his 
travels,  with  the  manifestations  of  love,  sympathy  and  respect 
which  he  everywhere  received.  It  seems  almost  impossible 
for  us  who  knew  him  intimately  from  the  beginning  of  the  War 
to  its  close  and  then  in  civil  life,  to  fully  appreciate  his  worth 
as  a  soldier  and  a  citizen  or  to  pay  adequate  tribute  to  his 
genius  as  a  military  leader  and  to  those  admirable  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart  which  distinguished  him  in  every  day  life. 
The  patience,  the  firmness,  the  resolution  with  which  he  pursued 
his  difficult  campaign  against  Johnston,  from  Chattanooga  to 
Atlanta,  rank  him  among  the  foremost  chieftains  in  history. 
The  boldness  of  conception,  the  ingenuity  of  plan,  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  desperate  chances  in  giving  Lee  an  opportunity  to  crush 
him,  in  his  campaign  from  Savannah  to  Goldsborough,  will 
forever  give  Sherman  prestige  as  a  bold,  fearless,  strategic 
commander.  Upon  that  campaign  alone  I  am  willing  to  stake 
Sherman’s  reputation  for  all  time. 

(The  demonstrations  of  appreciation  which  accompanied 
the  address  culminated,  at  its  close,  in  a  furore  of  enthusiasm.) 

President  Beeber  then  invited  the  members  of  the  League 
to  attend  a  reception,  in  the  Library,  in  honor  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  guest. 

Major  William  H.  Lambert. — Mr.  President,  before  we  ad¬ 
journ,  would  it  not  be  well  to  tender  the  thanks  of  The  Union 
League  to  General  Dodge  for  the  most  instructive  and  interest¬ 
ing  address  he  has  given  us  upon  the  life  and  career  of  the 
great  Commander,  General  Sherman?  I  make  a  motion  to 
that  effect. 


144 


Report  of  the  Guest  Committee. 


The  motion  of  Major  Lambert  was  carried  by  a  unanimous 
vote. 

The  formal  tender  of  thanks  was  made  by  President  Beeber, 
to  which  General  Dodge  responded:  “I  appreciate  it  and  the 
great  honor  and  courtesy  the  Club  has  paid  me.” 

(At  the  reception  in  the  Library,  the  members  exchanged 
personal  greetings  with  the  guest,  and  later  spent  a  social  hour 
in  the  cafe,  where  refreshments  were  served.) 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OE  THE 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Philadelphia,  October  31,  1907. 

T o  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen: — Your  Committee  was  duly  organized  with 
General  Wendell  P.  Bowman  as  Secretary.  By  Article  13  of 
the  By-Laws,  the  Auditors  are  charged  with  the  examination 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Corporation,  and  they  report  directly  to 
the  Board ;  the  duties  of  the  Committee  are  thereby  limited  to 
the  general  oversight  of  the  finances  and  such  special  matters 
as  may  be  referred  to  it. 

Your  Committee  gave  careful  attention  to  all  special  matters 
referred  to  it. 

Full  statements  of  Capital  and  Income  Accounts  are  made 
by  the  Treasurer  in  his  report. 

When  your  Committee  organized,  the  indebtedness  out¬ 
standing  against  The  Union  League  amounted  to  $92,000  in 
bonds,  secured  by  mortgage.  In  September,  your  Committee 
was  advised  that  ten  of  said  bonds,  third  series,  maturing 
March  1,  1909,  were  advertised  for  sale  by  M.  Thomas  &  Sons, 
Auctioneers,  on  Tuesday,  September  24,  1907.  Your  Com¬ 
mittee,  at  a  meeting  held  on  September  23,  1907,  authorized  Mr. 
M.  Riebenack,  Treasurer  of  The  Union  League,  to  purchase 
said  bonds  at  a  price  not  to  exceed  102  and  accrued  interest, 
from  the  moneys  in  the  Sinking  Fund,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  mortgage  to  secure  the  same,  which  bonds,  in 
compliance  with  said  authority,  were  duly  purchased  at  par 
and  interest. 
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Having  been  advised  during  the  present  month  of  the  willing¬ 
ness  of  a  member  of  The  Union  League  owning  38  bonds  of  The 
Union  League,  of  the  third  and  fourth  series,  to  sell  the  same, 
your  Committee,  at  a  special  meeting  held  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  October,  authorized  and  directed  Mr.  M.  Riebenack, 
Treasurer,  to  purchase  nineteen  of  said  bonds  of  the  present 
series,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Trustee  for  cancellation,  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  mortgage. 

Your  Committee  being  without  authority  to  purchase  the 
remaining  nineteen  bonds  of  the  fourth  series,  and  believing 
it  advisable  for  your  honorable  Board  to  purchase  the  same  at 
par  and  interest,  adopted  a  resolution,  recommending  to  the 
Board  the  purchase  and  cancellation  of  the  same,  out  of  the 
permanent  funds  of  The  Union  League. 

The  purchase  of  the  twenty-nine  bonds  of  the  present  series 
has  reduced  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  The  Union  League  to 
the  sum  of  $63,000. 

The  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  expressing  its  appreciation 
of  the  Treasurer’s  care  and  efficiency  in  handling  the  moneys 
of  The  Union  League. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

CHARLES  D.  BARNEY, 

Chairman. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


Philadelphia,  October  31,  1907. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen  : — The  Library  Committee  presents  the  following 
report : — 

Your  Committee  has  held  regular  monthly  meetings;  and 
respectful  consideration  has  been  given  to  all  suggestions  from 
members,  or  requests  for  new  books  or  magazines.  The  books 
purchased  have  been,  in  number,  about  up  to  the  average,  and 
in  quality,  rather  better  than  usual,  including  several  complete 
sets  of  leading  authors ;  and  the  importance  of  building  up  our 
Civil  War  collection  has  not  been  overlooked.  Full  details, 
showing  the  condition  and  growth  of  the  library,  together  with 
a  list  of  donations,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  hereto. 

Our  surplus  accumulation  of  old  periodicals  has  been  distrib¬ 
uted  to  hospitals. 

A  want  long  recognized  in  the  equipment  of  the  library  has 
been  kindly  supplied  by  the  House  Committee,  in  the  shape  of 
a  handsome  central  bookcase,  where  the  works  of  reference 
most  in  request  can  be  kept  together,  for  more  convenient 
use. 

The  net  income  of  the  Pepper  Fund,  including  a  balance  from  last 


year  of  $84.09,  was . $423  59 

Expended  for  books . .  312  53 

Leaving  a  balance  of._ . $111  06 
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The  expenditures  from  the  annual  appropriation  of . $5,000  00 

have  been  as  follows : 


Papers  and  Periodicals... 

Books. . . 

Binding . 

Stationery  and  Printing. 

Incidentals. . 

Salary. . 

Board. . 


$1,686  75 
524  78 
102  40 
22  30 
47  68 
1,966  60 
55  48 

-  4,405  99 


Leaving  a  balance  of— 


$594  01 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  S.  NEFF, 

Chairman. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


The  present  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  12,336;  the 
accessions  during  the  year  being  458,  divided  as  follows ;■ — 


Works  of  Reference . 29  volumes 

History.. . 135 

Biography . 30  “ 

Travels . 16  “ 

Fiction . . . 65  “ 

Poetry  and  Drama.. . 5  “ 

Letters  and  Essays . . . . . . .  5 

Science  and  Useful  Arts . 8 

Fine  Arts  and  Amusements . „ . 22 

Sociology  and  Politics . 51 

Philosophy  and  Religion. .  2 

Bibliography .  6 

Collected  Works  (Thos.  Hardy,  Heine,  Ibsen,  “The  Immortals’ 

Series,”  etc.). . 72 

Magazines  bound .  12 


Of  this  number  349  volumes  were  obtained  by  purchase,  and 
109  by  gift.  There  were  also  presented  155  pamphlets. 
Number  of  volumes  bound  or  repaired,  97.  There  have  been 
added  to  our  list  of  periodicals:  “The  Journal  of  American 
History,”  quarterly ;  “The  Magazine  of  History,”  monthly ; 
“The  National  Geographic  Magazine,”  monthly  ; “The  Journal 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,”  weekly  ;  “The  American 
Chess  Bulletin,”  monthly;  “The  Financial  Bulletin,”  daily. 
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SUBSCRIPTION  LIST  OF  NEWSPAPERS  AND 

PERIODICALS. 


London  Illustrated  News, 
London  Graphic, 

Sporting  and  Dramatic  News, 
Country  Life, 

Punch, 

Truth, 

Field  and  Farm, 

London  Times  (daily), 


FOREIGN. 

Weekly. 

Spectator, 
Athenseum, 
Saturday  Review, 
Le  Monde  Illustre, 
Le  Figaro  (daily), 
Illustrated  Zeitung, 
Fliegende  Blatter. 


MONTHLY  AND  QUARTERLY. 


Nineteenth  Century, 

Blackwood’s, 

Chambers’s, 

Fortnightly, 

Westminster, 

Contemporary, 

Cornhill, 

Macmillan’s, 


Pall  Mall, 
Badminton, 

Art  Journal, 

Notes  and  Queries, 
Strand, 

National  Review, 
Quarterly  Review, 
Edinburgh  Review. 


AMERICAN. 

Weekly. 


Harper’s, 

Leslie’s, 

Collier’s, 

American  Field, 

Puck, 

Judge, 

Life,  ' 

Horseman, 

Rider  and  Driver, 

Forest  and  Stream, 

Sporting  Life, 

Journal  of  American  Medical 
Association, 

Bradstreets, 

American  Economist, 

Railway  World, 


Iron  Age, 

N  ation, 

Outlook, 

Literary  Digest, 

Living  Age, 

Scientific  American,  and  Supplement, 
Army  and  Navy  Journal, 

Army  and  Navy  Register, 

Saturday  Evening  Post, 

Engineering  and  Mining  Journal, 
Commercial  List  and  Price  Current, 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle, 
Publishers’  Weekly, 

Legal  Intelligencer, 

Quaker  City  Guide. 
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MONTHLY  AND  QUARTERLY. 


Harper’s, 

Century, 

Scribner’s, 

Lippincott’s, 

Atlantic, 

North  American  Review, 

Arena, 

Popular  Science  Monthly, 

Putnam’s, 

Appleton’s, 

Bookman, 

Review  of  Reviews, 

Journal  of  Franklin  Institute, 

New  England  Magazine, 

Army  and  Navy  Life, 

Army  List  and  Directory, 
Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History, 
American  Historical  Review, 
American  Chess  Bulletin, 

Library  Journal, 

National  Geographic  Magazine, 
Journal  of  American  History, 


Magazine  of  History  with  Notes  and 
Queries, 

Munsey’s, 

McClure’s, 

Everybody’s, 

Cosmopolitan, 

World’s  Work, 

Country  Life  in  America, 

Forum, 

Golf, 

Outing, 

Recreation, 

Rudder, 

Motor  Print, 

Lasker’s  Chess  Magazine, 
International  Studio, 

Reader’s  Guide  to  Periodical  Liter¬ 
ature, 

Bulletin  of  Pennsylvania  Museum, 
Official  Railway  Guide, 

U.  S.  Postal  Guide 


DAILY  AND  WEEKLY  NEWSPAPERS. 


Philadelphia  Public  Ledger  (daily 
and  Sun.). 

“  Press  (daily  and  Sun.). 

“  Inquirer  “ 

“  Record  “ 

“  N.  American  “ 

“  Evening  Telegraph. 

“  “  Bulletin. 

“  Dispatch  (Sunday). 

“  Financial  Bulletin. 

“  Germantown  Tele¬ 

graph  (weekly). 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser  (daily). 
Boston  Evening  Transcript  “ 
Pittsburgh  Dispatch  (daily  and  Sun.) . 
Atlanta  Constitution  (daily  and  Sun.) . 
Washington  Evening  Star  (daily). 


Baltimore  American  (daily  and  Sun.). 
New  York  Tribune  “  “ 

“  Times  (daily  and  Sunday). 

“  Herald  “ 

“  Sun 

“  World  “ 

“  Press  “  “ 

“  Post  (daily). 

“  Mail  and  Express  (daily). 

“  Commercial  Advertiser  “ 

“  Stockholder  “ 

“  Commercial  Bulletin  “ 

St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat  (daily  and 
Sunday). 

Cincinnati  Tribune  (daily  and  Sun.). 
Chicago  Tribune  (daily  and  Sunday). 
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DIRECTORIES  AND  OTHER  YEARLY  PUBLICATIONS. 


Phila.  City  Directory  (Gopsill). 
“  Business  “ 


“  “  “  (Boyd). 

"  Blue  Book  “ 

New  York  City  Directory. 
Brooklyn  “ 

Boston  “ 

Baltimore  “ 

Washington,  D.  C.  “ 
Pittsburgh  “ 

Chicago  “ 

St.  Louis  “ 

N.  Y.  Tribune  Almanac. 


N.  Y.  World  Almanac. 
Almanach  de  Gotha. 
Whitaker’s  Almanac. 
Statesman’s  Year  Book. 
Hazell’s  Annual. 

The  Annual  Register. 
Brassey’s  Naval  Annual. 
Annual  Literary  Index. 
Poor’s  Manual  of  Railroads. 
Moody’s  Manual. 

Who’s  Who. 

Who’s  Who  in  America. 
Hotel  Red  Book. 


SUMMARY  OF  PERIODICALS. 

By  Subscription.  By  Donation. 


Foreign  and  American  Dailies . .  30  5 

“  “  “  Weeklies _  61  23 

“  “  “  Monthlies  and 

Quarterhes _  59  25 

“  “  “  Yearly  Publics 

tions _  26  6 

Total _ _ ....235 


LIST  OF  DONATIONS. 


Catalogue  of  United  States  Public  Docu¬ 
ments,  Nos.  142-152 _ _ 

Census  Bulletins,  52-88 _ _ _ 

Special  Reports  of  the  Census: 

The  Blind  and  Deaf,  1900 _ 

Mortality  Statistics,  1905 _ 

Wealth,  Debt  and  Taxation _ 

Manufactures _ 

Statistics  of  Women  at  Work,  1900 . 

Congressional  Directory,  59th  Congress, 

1st  Session. _ _ 

Annual  Report  of  Librarian  of  Congress _ 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service  of  United 

States,  corrected  to  date _ 

Annual  Report  of  Director  of  the  Mint,  for 
1906 . 


DONOR. 

United  States  Government. 
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DONOR. 

Production  of  Precious  Metals  in  1905 _  United  States  Government. 

Annual  Report,  Smithsonian  Institution, 

1905 . 

Official  Army  Register  for  1907 .  “  “  “ 

Official  Navy  Register  for  January,  1907—.  “  “  “ 

Official  Navy  Register  for  July,  1907 _  “  “  “ 

Twentieth  Annual  Report,  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission .  “  “  “ 

Statistical  Abstract  of  United  States,  1906..  “  “  “ 

Report,  Commissioner  of  Education,  for 

1905,  2  vols._ . 

Twenty -third  Annual  Report,  United  States 

Civil  Service  Commission .  “  “  “ 

Official  Records  of  Union  and  Confederate 

Navies,  Vol.  21 . “  “  “ 

Annual  Report,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

1905 . Hon.  Geo.  D.  McCrearv. 

List  of  Patentees  and  Inventions .  “  “  “ 

Digest  of  Patent  Decisions. .  “  “  “ 

Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  1774- 

89,  Edited  by  W.  C.  Ford,  Vols.  5,  6  and  7  “  "  “ 

Congressional  Directory,  59th  Congress, 

2d  Session .  “  “  “ 

Publications  of  the  Census  Bureau .  Hon.  H.  H.  Bingham. 

Report  of  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission, 

1899-1901,  with  plates .  Hon.  J.  Hampton  Moore. 

Smull’s  Legislative  Hand-Book  for  1906 .  Pennsylvania  State  Library. 

Pennsylvania  Archives,  5th  Series,  8  vols...  “  “  *  “ 

Annual  Report,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs, 

for  1905,  3  vols . . 

Thirty-third  Annual  Report,  Insurance 

Commissioner,  1905,  2  vols .  “  “  “ 

Journal  of  the  Senate  (Pa.),  1905,  2  vols .  “ 

Journal  of  the  Senate  (Pa.),  1906,  1  vol .  “  “ 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

1905,  2  vols . 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

(Pa.),  1906,  1  vol . . 

Proceedings,  National  Congress  on  Uniform 

Divorce  Laws,  1906 .  “ 

Compendium  and  Brief  History  of  Taxation 

in  Pennsylvania;  Snyder .  “ 

Annual  Report,  Superintendent  of  Public 

Printing,  1906 . 

Report  of  Auditor  General,  1906 . 
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DONOR. 


Eleventh  Annual  Report,  Commissioner  of 

Banking,  for  1905,  2  vols _  Pennsylvania  State  Library. 

Report,  Department  of  Fisheries,  1905 _  “  “  “ 

Report,  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Fund,  for 
1905 _ _ 


Report,  Department  of  Mines,  1905,  2  vols. 
Sixteenth  Annual  Report,  Chief  Factory  In¬ 
spector,  1905 . 

Report,  State  Highway  Department,  1905 

and  1906,  2  vols... . 

Fortieth  Annual  Encampment,  G.  A.  R . 

Report  of  Pennsylvania  State  College, 

1904-05 . . . 

Eleventh  Annual  Report,  Department  of 

Agriculture _ _ 

Report  of  Topographic  and  Geologic  Survey 

Commission,  1899-1906. . . 

Report  of  Pennsylvania  State  Librarian  for 

1905 . 

Report,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc¬ 
tion,  1906 . 

Report,  Adjutant-General  of  Pennsylvania, 

for  1905 . 

Official  Opinions  of  Attorney-General,  for 

1905  and  1906. . 

Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Report  for  1906.. 
Report,  Commissioner  of  Banking,  for  1906 

Report,  Auditor-General,  for  1905 . 

Report,  State  Treasurer,  for  1906. . 

Report,  Department  of  Fisheries,  for  1906- 
Report,  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Fund, 

for  1906 . 

Report,  Chief  Factory  Inspector,  for  1906.. 

Laws  of  Pennsylvania  for  1907 . 

Vetoes  by  the  Governor,  1907 . 

Lunacy  Law  of  1883,  as  amended  1889,  etc. 
History  of  125th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 

Volunteers,  1862-63 . 

History  of  7th  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Vol¬ 
unteer  Cavalry;  Sipes . 

History  of  15th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 

Cavalry;  Kirk . 

Bulletins  of  Pennsylvania  Department  of 

Agriculture . 

Catalogue  of  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
1906-07 . . 
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DONOR. 

The  Provost’s  Report  for  1906. .  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Proceedings  of  University  Day,  1907. _  “  “  “ 

Proceedings  of  Commencement,  1907 _ _  “  “  “ 

Report  of  Connecticut  State  Librarian  for 

1903  and  1904 _ _ _  Connecticut  State  Library. 

Smull’s  Legislative  Hand-Book  for  1906 _  Col.  Lewis  E.  Beitler. 

History  of  15th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 

Cavalry;  Kirk _  George  H.  Hill,  Esq. 

The  Franklin  Bi-Centennial  Celebration  at 

Philadelphia,  April,  1906 _  American  Philosophical 

Societv. 

•* 

History  of  148th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Muffly _ _ _  Gen.  Jas.  A.  Beaver. 

The  American  Illustrated  Medical  Diction¬ 
ary;  Dr.  W.  A.  N.  Dorland _  The  author. 

Third  Annual  Message  as  Mayor  of  Phila¬ 
delphia;  Hon.  John  Weaver,  3  vols _  “  “ 

Hand  Book  of  Railroad  Securities,  Janu¬ 
ary,  1907 _  Messrs.  Wm.  G.  Hopper  &  Co. 

Observance  of  200th  Anniversary  of  Birth 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  by  Massachusetts 

and  Boston .  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green. 

The  Financial  Red  Book  of  America.. .  Wm.  P.  Humes,  Esq. 

Herringshaw’s  Encyclopaedia  of  American 

Biography .  “  “  “ 

Hand-Book  of  Gasoline  Automobiles .  Association  of  Licensed  Manu¬ 

facturers. 

Manual  of  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  1907..  Hon.  B.  H.  Minch. 

The  Bank  of  North  America,  Philadelphia, 

Its  Progress,  1881-1906 .  Harry  G.  Michener,  Esq. 

Gopsill’s  Atlantic  City  Directory,  1905. .  Howard  B.  French,  Esq. 

Camden  City  Directory,  1905 .  “  “  “ 

Record  of  Red  Cross  Work  on  Pacific  Slope..  Dr.  Chas.  S.  Turnbull. 

Report  of  City  Controller,  for  1906 .  Capt.  Jno.  M.  Walton. 

Letters  to  Washington,  and  accompanying 

papers,  5  vols... .  Society  of  Colonial  Dames. 

Manual  of  Statistics  (Stock  Exchange),  1907,  Messrs.  Jno.  H.  McQuillen 

&  Co. 

A  Supplement  to  General  Register  of  Society 

of  Colonial  Wars,  1906— .  Society  of  Colonial  Wars. 

Memorial  Meeting  in  Honor  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  Feb.  13,  1907;  Pennsylvania 

Commandery,  M.  O.  L.  L... .  Lt.-Col.  Jno.  P.  Nicholson. 

The  Second  Cavalry  Division,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  in  Gettysburg  Campaign;  by 
General  Gregg .  “  “ 
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DONOR. 


Report  of  Gettysburg  National  Park  Com¬ 
mission  for  1906_ .  Lt.-Col.  Jno.  P.  Nicholson. 

History  of  Riverton  Gun  Club,  1877-1906...  J.  C.  W.  Frishmuth,  Esq. 

Record  of  Class  of  1907,  College,  U.  of  P. _  E.  Clinton  Lee,  Esq. 

Lot  of  Union  League  Annual  Reports .  J.  B.  Rohrman,  Esq. 

Trade  and  Trade  Centres  of  History;  Ben- 

ham .  Henry  C.  Swords,  Esq. 

Thirty-second  Annual  Report,  Philadelphia 

Maritime  Exchange .  Philadelphia  Maritime  Ex¬ 

change. 

Centennial  Volume  of  Law  Association  of 


Philadelphia,  1802-1902 .  Philadelphia  Law  Assoc’n. 

Proceedings,  Pennsylvania  Society  Sons  of 

Revolution,  1906-07 .  Pennsylvania  Society  Sons  of 

Revolution. 


Commercial  Year  Book  of  Birmingham, 

England,  Chamber  of  Commerce .  Messrs.  Bemrose  &  Sons. 

History  of  124th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

1862-63;  Robert  M.  Green .  The  author. 

Red  Book  of  the  United  States  Golf  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  1905  and  1907 . .  Samuel  Y.  Heebner,  Esq. 

Lot  of  Annual  Reports  of  the  Union  League.  S.  Decatur  Smith,  Esq. 

French  Colonists  and  Exiles  in  the  United 

States;  J.  G.  Rosengarten... .  The  author. 

Four  pamphlets  on  History,  Constitution, 

etc.,  of  Connecticut .  Connecticut  State  Library. 

Bulletins  of  Philadelphia  Library .  James  G.  Barnwell,  Esq. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Summer  and  Win¬ 
ter  Excursion  Books,  1907 .  Max  Riebenack,  Esq. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Summer  and  Win¬ 
ter  Excursion  Books,  1907 .  Wm.  Pedrick,  Jr.,  Esq. 

Story  of  Companies  H,  A  and  C,  Third  Penna. 

Cavalry,  at  Gettysburg;  A.  J.  Speese _  The  author. 

Illustrated  Catalogues  of  paintings  in  Sedel- 

meyer  Gallery,  Paris .  C.  Sedelmeyer,  Esq. 

James  Wilson,  Patriot;  Lucien  H.  Alexan¬ 
der.. .  Andrew  Carnegie,  Esq. 

Sixty-third  Annual  Report,  Mercantile  Bene¬ 
ficial  Association. .  Richard  A.  Lewis,  Esq. 

Catalogue  of  13th  Annual  Exhibition,  etc .  T-Square  Club. 

Catalogue  of  Massachusetts  Institute  of 

Technology .  Mass.  Inst,  of  Technology. 

President’s  Report  for  1907. .  “  “  “ 

Proceedings  of  National  Convention  on 

Uniform  Divorce  Laws,  Feb.  19,  1906 .  Walter  George  Smith,  Esq. 
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Codification  of  Existing  Laws  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  on  Divorce . 

Proposed  New  Code  on  Divorce— . 

Report  of  Commissioners  on  Uniform  State 

Laws . 

Paper  on  Uniform  Divorce  Laws,  read  before 
Penna.  Bar  Association,  June  27,  1907— 
Drafts  of  Acts  to  make  Uniform  the  Law  of 

Sales,  and  of  Warehouse  Receipts _ 

Rutger’s  College,  1766-1906 . 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report,  and  other 

papers,  of  Indian  Rights  Association . 

Catalogue,  General  Announcement,  and 

“Quarterly,”  of  Columbia  University _ 

One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Annual  Report 

of  Pennsylvania  Hospital . 

Annals  of  American  Academy  of  Political 

and  Social  Science;  27  nos . 

Time-tables,  etc.,  of  B.  &  O.  R.  R . 

A  Theory  and  a  Condition  (on  Vaccination).. 
Opinions  of  N.  J.  Court  of  Errors  and  Ap¬ 
peals  in  Siegman  vs.  Electric  Vehicle  Co._ 
Railway  Statistics  of  United  States,  1906— 

Seventy-fourth  Annual  Report,  Philadel¬ 
phia  Board  of  Trade . 

Facts  about  the  South;  R.  H.  Edmonds . 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  Polyclinic . 

Eighty-eighth  Annual  Report,  Board  of 

Public  Education,  1906 . 

“Georgian,”  Second  Series  Colonial . . 

Journal  of  Prison  Discipline,  N.  S.  46- . 

Looking  Backward,  a  reminiscent  sketch; 

Stephen  W.  White- . 

Announcement  of  the  Library  School, 

1907-08 . 

Time-tables,  1907 . 

Time-tables. . 

Time-tables . . 

Announcement  of  Pennsylvania  Museum, 

31st  season. . 

Summer  Tours,  P.  &  R.  Ry.,  1907 . . 

Pleasant  Places,  P.  &  R.  Ry.,  1907_ . 

Reason  for  Eaglesmere . 


DONOR. 

Walter  George  Smith,  Esq. 
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Col.  F.  S.  Keese. 

Indian  Rights  Association. 

Columbia  University. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

John  H.  Shinn,  Esq. 

B.  &  O.  R.  R. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Lee. 

N.  J.  C.  G.  &  Tr.  Co. 

General  Managers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Chicago. 

Edward  K.  Leech,  Esq. 
Manufacturers’  Record. 

Philadelphia  Polyclinic. 

Wm.  T.  Tilden,  Esq. 

Towle  Manufacturing  Co. 
Pennsylvania  Prison  Society. 

The  author. 

Drexel  Institute. 

North  British  Railway. 

North  Eastern  Railway. 
Midland  Railway. 

Pennsylvania  Museum. 

Edson  J.  Weeks,  Esq. 

CC  CC 

CC  CC 


Report  of  the  Library  Committee. 


157 


DONOR. 

The  American  Merchant  Marine . .  Republican  Club  of  City  of 

New  York. 

The  Panama  Canal.. . . .  Republican  Club  of  City  of 

New  York. 


Thirty-seventh  Annual  Reunion,  Society  of 

Army  of  the  Potomac . 

Large  unmounted  lithograph  of  Hon.  Phil¬ 
ander  C.  Knox . 

“The  United  States  of  Brazil’’ . 

Annual  Register,  1906-07 . 


Gen.  Horatio  C.  King. 

Pennsylvania  State  League 
of  Republican  Clubs. 
Office  of  “The  Sphere.” 
University  of  Chicago. 


I 


\ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

ART  ASSOCIATION. 


Philadelphia,  October  31,  1907. 

To  the  President,  Board  of  Directors  and  Members  of 

The  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen: — The  Art  Association  of  The  Union  League  of 
Philadelphia  was  organized  in  1882  and  began  its  work  when 
The  Union  League  possessed  few  paintings  other  than  portraits. 
At  that  time,  the  rooms  of  the  Club  House  were  provided  with 
furniture,  hangings  and  draperies,  but  there  were  no  pictures, 
bronzes,  ornamental  clocks,  vases  and  other  ornaments. 

The  Art  Association  undertook  to  adorn  the  House  and  though 
compelled  to  make  its  contribution  slowly,  it  persevered  and 
has  succeeded  in  accomplishing  much. 

The  Association  has  pleasure  in  reporting  that  two  valuable 
paintings  have  been  purchased  during  the  year,  one  a  copy  of 
Stuart’s  Washington,  by  Rembrandt  Peale,  and  the  other  a 
very  fine  likeness  of  Lincoln,  by  Bechtel.  Both  of  these 
paintings  have  been  hung  in  the  smoking  room  and  are 
greatly  admired  by  the  members.  At  the  present  time,  the 
cash  balance  is  $1246.45,  which  is  an  exceedingly  small  one. 

The  Association  desires  to  thank  Mr.  E.  T.  Stotesbury  for 
his  valuable  gifts,  “The  Moorish  Dancing  Girl,”  by  Leon 
Comerre,  and  “The  Old  Miner,”  by  Gabriel  DeCool,  Mr.  Louis 
A.  Flanagan  for  a  mounted  Caribou  Head,  and  Mr.  Edwin  C. 
Weaver  for  the  painting,  “The  Coming  Storm,”  by  John 
Faulkner. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  BURGESS  WARREN,  President, 
JAMES  BUTTERWORTH,  Treasurer, 
CHARLES  K.  BARNES,  Secretary. 
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